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but in tlio event of liquor finding its way tboro from wrecked
vessels, it is i)Ossiblo some misconduct might take place, as irregu-

larities sometimes occur in tho bi.-si regulated families, and tho slaff

on the island is simply a largo Government family, with the Super-
intendent at tho head of it.

With reference to tho complaint made by some of tho passengers
and crew, that it took too long time to obtain provisions for thera

after being landed at the lighlhouso station, it may bo mentioned
that tho principal stock of provisions is kept at tho main station,

fifteen miles away, the road being over heavy, soft sand, and some
time must necessarily olapso before meals could bo prepared, under
such circumstances, for a crowd of poople numboi-ing 250.

But there are plenty of provisions kept by the <rovorn-

raent on the island, besides forty or fifty head ot cattle, and up-

wards of 200 wild horses or ponies. It is not probable, thoreforo,

in the event of a large number of emigrants being wrecked on tho

island, that they would suffer any great inconvcnionco for the want
of provisions, and in tho case of the emigrants loiorred to, tlioir

complaints had no substantial foundation.
During fogs and snow storms, when tho whole ex cut of tho shore

of the island cannot be seen from tho look-out sU ion.-, ^ome o'' d\o

men patrol the beach on horseback, at stated ii.Lervals, fot- luo pur-

pose of asr">"^' ^ning whether any wrecks have laicen j-laco.

In 1870, a schooner was sent by the Marine De;»aitmorl to the

isla ' with supplies and provisions, and after ucliviM-ing her cargo
she left, with the view of returning to Halifax, but w:.' never seen

nor heard of afterwards. It is supposed that sho either founder ^^'1 or

capsized, as a heavy gale sprung up after sho left, but not a soul

survived to tell the talo and no trace of her, or anything belonging
to her, was ever found.

Although great loss of life has occurred, from time to time, on

the shores or bars of the island, still many poor shipwrecked people

have been assisted in their misfortunes, and have partaken of

Government hospitality at some of the stations on that ble&k bank

of sand.

The British Government contribute annually £400 towards the

maintenance of the humane establishment kept up on this island,

but nothing towards tho construction or maintenance of the two

large lighthouses erected there in 1873. The total cost of main-

taining the lighthouses and humane establishments reforroi to,

during last fiscal year, was $6,115.

Previous to 1873, no lights had ever been exhibited on Sable

Island, as it was a disputed point for many years, as to whether the

establishment of such would not be more dangerous to shipping

than if there were none, the opinion being held, on the one band,

that vessels ought to give the island so wide a berth that the lights

would not be visible .^ them, and thuc even if they came within

sight of them, it might tend to draw them too near the sand bars

in the hope of making the lights and defining their position, thereby

incurring a risk and danger which might be avoided if there was no


