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tlifl RJioreR of Acadia }i(* found that Indian axen and otll^r iniplenientn

were all of stone, and he speakH of the ininiense lahor and diHiciilty they

encountered in falling trees with such rude iniplenientH. Nevertheless

they nunuij^ed to hack down trees with their stone axes, and after burn-

ing the liianches and trunk, planted the'ir corn aiiioii^ the stumps, and

in tlu) course of time took out the roots. Tlje corn they rai.sed they

eitluu- dried in the milk in the manner desciil)ed hy John (Jyles in his

narrative,* or allowed it to ripen, wlien they shelled it from the ear and

pounded it in wooden or stone mortars, and reduced it to meal. Out of

this meal they made thin hroad cakes which they t. oked licfoie the tire.

Speaking of this fact in one of his lectures on early New UrunKwick

history, the late Mosses I'erley remarked : "and here, ladies and genth;-

men, we have the origin of that very good thing to all true 'blue noses.'

an Indian Johnny Cake !

"

Parkman in one of his works speaks of the Algonquins as a pio

pie who paid no attention to the cultivation of th(! soil. This stni uient

is manifestly a mistake in the case of the Maliseets who are a nibe of

the Algoiwiuin race.

The site of old Fort Medoctee lie; on the west Imnk of tlio St. .fohii

river about eight miles below the town of Woodstock on land now

ownt'd by A. K. Hay. The reader will gain a lietter idea of the posi-

tion of the fort and its surroundings by an examination of the plan

on the next page, t

Unfortunately for the historical student the site has been so well

cultivated by thrifty farmers that there now remains little to indi-

cate the outlines of the foi titlcations. It is impossible to determine

with absolute certainty the exact position of the stockade, or of the

large wigwam';: or Council Chandler and other features commonly found

ill Indian towns of that period. The only place where the old breast-

work is now visible is along the south and east sides of the i)uiial ground,

where it is about two feet high, but Mr.Wilmot Hay says that when his

father purcliii.sed the property theie was an embankment four or ti\e

' " Til dry ciirii when in the milk, tliev ^ritliur it in liirife kettlow luiil Imil It nii tlif eiirs till it

is inx'tty hiinl, then shell it from the mh witli ilain shells, and drv it mi hark in the sun When it

is tluiionuhly ihy, a kernel is im tiiirurer than a pi.'a ami wnnld keep years, and when it is huileil a^jain

it swells as l.irne as when <in the ear and tastes incdinparalilv sweeter than ntlier I'lirn. When we
had ^atluM'ed cmr enni and drieil it in the way aire idv (les(ril".'d, we put sunie nf it intn Indian liai'ns,

that is into holts in the «:round, lined and emend with hark and then with earth. 'I'lie rest we
I. rried up the river upon our next w Intel's hniitiiiL;-." diilcs' .S'liniitiii'.

i This plan is liaseil upon a emeful personal ilJ^peetiol| nf the plaee made in eompany with the
brothers Messrs. .\. I(. anii Wilniot llay. Notes and sketehes kindly plaeed at the writiM's disposiil

hy Or W K. (iaiion^;-, who made a careful examination of the site some years a^'o, have also lieeii

taken intoaeeouiit The ohservatioiis and traditions of tlie<ilder settlers of the \ieinity Innc received

due eousideiatioii, and the oldest plans in theCrown Land Otiiceat Krederictoii have been eonsulte<l.

{ .lolin tiyles muntioiis this large wijjwiim in his narrative us the soeiiu of the sevtre.st torture
he endured duriii!{ his captivity.


