
He that had Received the Five Talents.

iiUMe tHHiiif^ to put sucli «|iifstioiis to fi'nu. So I

tiiifl him wi' two or tlmv o" the lifinlest sums I

it)ul(l think o'. .Man ! Iii' was nudy wi' tht- answer

l)etoro thev wt'rt- fairly o.it n my mouth. I usid to

think I was prt'tty w;uo{| at (igures myself; hut the

fart is. I iiad to stop my (|iiisfions, for I was afraid

thf l)()y was j,'oinj,' to take me hc-yond mv depth."

*' Ho ! iu) I" Niid the Miiith, with a faint lftu<^h to

conceal his modoty and pridt, "you're makin' ower

nnukle o" the laddie."

'• Not a l)it," >aid the schoolmaster ; and then,

turning to the minister, he added, " I've heen gi\in<f

him some lessons in Kudid and .Mgchra. It was no

Use kee|)ing him wi' the rest o' the scholars at Arith-

metic ; I found he was away on hy himself at Interest

and Souare Iloots hefore anv of them had m)t as far

as ( omjjound Addition. He's just wonderfully i'/c"-

(if the t(j)f(ih\ as the saying is, in Mathematics; and

I've been reconuneiiding his father to make an

engineer o' him.""

" Just the thing !" exclaimed the minister. '-And

ril tell yuii v.}«!'.t we'll do. Vou know mv i)rother

that comes down here sometimes for a few davs in

sununer f Well, lie's book-keeper to Steuai t \- (
"o. o'

the Gienijurn Engine \\'orks in Glasgow ; and. to

tell you the truth, his Hilary's l)etter than the stipend
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