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iiu'ii. widi your claitiis that your officers and iiicii arc fjood
riders to hounds in I';iio;hiiid. Don't you realize that all

I'ountries are not laid out in fields divided otdv hv hcdfres,
diti'hes. stoiie-ualls, or hanks less than four feet UlaW! My
(JodI Don't you ever expect to caini)ai}>;n anvwhere hut
in llnjilaiKl'.'"

As i)ointcd out hy the ^[arquis ( 'aial>riiii. the re-iilt of
tliis training so often derisively referred to hy iiiend)ers
of defeated teams, and hy their apologists as "Circus" riding

—

is seen in tlie field. The mohility of the l'"reiicli, and more
es])ecially cf the Hel<>ian Cavalry an<l Horse Artillery is

truly remarkahle: for it must i)e pointed out that allhoufih
the l''rench orifiinated the system and are its chief exix^iients,
and allhouiih the l(aiians ha\r hrought some l)raiiches unore
especially as regards the traini:ifr ,,f the Officers), to the
hiffhes-t .-tatc of perfection, still, in t heir comi)arativel>- small
army, the P.elfrians have hroufiht their officers and men
c()ii>idereil as a unit to a standard of averafje training and
efficiency under the French System, even hifiher than that
ohtaiiied hy either the I'"reuch themselves or the Italians.

.\s an exampde. I caiuiot do hetter than descrihe a cavalry
oi)eration, which I was once fortunate enough to witness.
1 hoi)e \-ou will f(u-LMve a rather lengthy (lei)arture from my
inunedialc suhject, as it is necessary to descrihe the groui'd
nioi'e or le-s in detail in order that vou mav ai)preciate to the
full what I saw.

Some two years ago, just at the time of the .Morocco
frouhle. I ha|)i)ened to he visiting some officers of the I'irst

Helgian Lancers at tiieir harracks at Xamur. Xaunu-. as
those of you who are familiar with I'-uropean military geogr«])hy
know, is looked upon hy many as the key to the Franco-
(ierman I'rontier. It lies at the confluence of the two rivers,
the Meuse and the Sand)re. in the apex i»f that triangular
piece of Helgian territory which runs up hetwcen Cermany
and I'rance. It is only ahout 12.") miles in a straight line
from Paris and commands the main road to that City. The
lielgians helieve (and the Helgijin Oflicers ojH'nly state the
helief). that, on account of the location of this piece of ter-
ri'-'-ry, ireigium eou!-;! ;:tver avoid hting drawn inro any
conllict which might ocean- hetween France and (lermany,
hccause it wiuld he practically impossihie for those tw.)


