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366 ON nr TRAIL n/ Th, IMMIGRANT

in the (.iliiii, fiDHi contiguous or non-ionliguous territory,

and whether lie pays or docs not pay the head tax. The

Cbsential element is an addition to the popuhition of the

country as a resuh of travel and the wonl thus covers all

adtiitions to the population otherwise than by birth. .\

person cannot be an innnigrant to the Unitdi States more

than once any more than a person c.in be born more tlian

once. It is a charai leristic of this meaning that it does

not alter.

The word immigrant in its .idministrative or statistical

sense is not dcfnied in the Reports of the Commissioner-

General of In tion, but from that source and from the

instructions . ,

> '',cr circulars issued by the Bureau the

following statements regarding its meaning have been

drawn :

1. The admini.-,trative or stati.slical meanmg of immi-

grant is not fixed by statute law but is determined by the

definitions or explanations of the Bureau of Immigration

and those are dependent upon and vary with the law and

administrative decisions.

2. In the litest ( iicular of the Bureau immigrants are

defined as "arriving aliens whose last permanent residence

was in a country otlier than the L'nited States who intend

to reside in the United States," Thi^ dehniMon seems to

agree closely with tlie popular or theoretit.il one.

3. Bui the foregoing definition is moilified by a subse-

quent paragraph of the same ciri ular which excludes from

the immigrant class " citizens of British North America and

Mexico coming direct therefrom by sea or rail." So the

official definition 's substantially this : An alien neither a

resident of the United States nor a citizen of British North

.\merica, Cuba or Mexico, who arrives in the rniied States

intending to reside there.


