
til tlio til>iin<laiiuo 111' rat8. From nil jwii is of view tho iiiiincdiuto inciiinratiun uf
giirbugi' IS tlif only prujifr treutiuoiit and method of i»rc'V<.'ntiii(j: tlif inLTcnsi- of rats i.ikI

tin- bn-tKling of riiis, tliu*- UM«ur|iii>Tii'd iiKi'nts in tin- •pn-iid of nur worst 'nfoctioun

diMXIM.'SI.
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Traiipliig.—(hxr of tiii' uio.-i clTH'tivi' nictliod> ol il«'i*tro.viin; tlicM' ]mMi* is trHpiiiiijr.

The bi'st tmiin uru tliost- of tho spring or )ruilliitiric tiiH-. Such traps inii.v bo biiiti-d

with any of the baits prcfi-rrcd by tlu'ejc anini.ils, such a* meat, oatmeal. ciMikud cL'trs,

or fruit. It is ncc<T.>ary to iwc a larjrc nnnibor of trajM, the more the better. 'Hio

wire cajie traps are e.xcvllciit uIjc ii rut- an- .ilnnidatit.

I'uiioninu-—Where there i- no danger of fmni iwcominn contaminated, or of

otla-r animals eatiny the IimiI, jxiisonins is a -iMid.v method of <listruetion. lint

naturally the K'"Cate>* care must bo KCcrcised in the use of poison. In de-.troyin>.- rats

and mice in houses it is inadvi.^ahle to n-e poison, nut only on acc(punt .1' il^ danger,

hut the <ieeurre:iee of the inaccessible corpses of these animals i:t likely to prnve

olijectioiudile. liaiium caihonuiv is a cheap, tasteless, and <idourless poison. It may
111' mi.xed in a dough cointxised of four parts of meal or Hour and one i)art of the

P"i->ii, or a stiff dirugh of I'ighl i)arts .,' oatmeal and one ef p.iison.* The jHiivincd

d •uiuh >h<iu!.l 1m' |,1: i\ in lli.' ruiiuay, ..f the animals. Sfi !/ I, iiiiir i- a well-known

and rapid inii^on, n^ually ii- i in the Inrni nf niryi'hnia >nlphal.'. The ilrv ery^ta)- i4

this ehemical are inseid-il in liaits, .-.ueh as meat or cheese. With •atrm.d ^r giain,

such ns wheat or cnrn, it i- n-ed in the fnrm of a syrup which i- njadc by iil<-nl\iiig

half an ounce nf -trMniHa -ul|ili;itr in a pint ^f boiling \vat<r: a [lint (pf tlii'k -m-uo

i~ added, and the whole mixture is stirred thoroughly. Oatnaal should be nioi-i, n. d

with tlrc syrnp, and grain should be soaked over liiL'ht. lrv.//'( '\~ u - d in nio-t r i'

Iioi>on>. It may ]•< fed in the f.n-ni of jiowd^rod white ars.aiic, n~ed as d scribed abos.-.

A goo<l bait i- prr|.ai- d \>v iborongbly mixing a ))o\nid of oatnii'al, a poiuul of coar-e

brown sugar, and i -im.infnl of arseide. 'ibis is jilaced in thi' r\ins of the aninnds.

I'liiisiihniii^s is -A eonini'Mi ingredient (d' rat and other animal poisons, but owing to tlif>

(bumcT invoI\i-cl in niixin;' it and in till' sidise<|uent iise of the home-made nr comnier-

clal preparation- o:i a< unt of it- very great inflammability, its use as a rodent jK.i-on

is not reconin.. .!il' '\.

Tiif iiiliif III liiiiins'ic tniil iriii! iiiii/iiiil< ii-< nit r!rstn)iii'rD.—The great value of

-mall t*.Triers as rat-cate!ier- is too «i 11 known to need eniiihasis. They are often

n-ed in conjunction with ferret.-, the latter animals lieiiig employed to drivi> tl.i' r ,i-

from their innway-. I'oit ferret, -bould alway- be mn/.zliil when liuntini;'.

Wliib' uca-e's are icg.irded .1- '"Nerniin'' iiiid eiuniie- of chicken.- and young

Banu' bird-, lliei-c i- no doubt th.it as rat .Ir-t'oyors tliey have f. w -nperiors. W'i.iu

they can -eeuie rat- tbey will n-ually leave the chicken- unuab-ted,

.\inong the aetivr' ii.ituiMl mcinie- o| rit- and mice around t.irni buildini;-,

r-nakcn occu|iy an inipoit.int place, .md thi.- fact -bould be r(.di/ed. ()nl.\ .me -pe, ,.

-

of ('aiia<lian -nake-tlie rattlesmiki'— is jioisonous; our otlaa- nati\c -nake- an- not

oidy hariide-- but are u-efnl as destroyers of rats, mice, ami other pe-t-. and tiny

should tberefore be pr. tie'eil.

In eo\mtry di-trict-, farinots -bould protect owls, the greatest of nuce destroyer-;

and numy of the hawk- are valualile a- di'-troyiTs of noxious rodi'iits. T!u' continued

destruction of tbe-e natural one niie- of rat-, gopher-. ;nnl mice h.i- been ]arL:(ly

re-ptin>ible for tlu' increa-e in t!'e numlier- of tbe-e foo.l-d. -troying rodmits. and it

i.s important that tlu' valuable services of thcio birds .-hould be recognized.

•The motliods of iiri-nariiis; tlnsc iio;«on< 1 baits are tlioso rteoaKaended by ilie .':iu)iiKial

.Surviy of tlio United States Ln-iiartment ot Ai;riculture.


