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tion." It decided that the tax in question
being in the foni of stamps was neitier
direct taxation nor a license fee, and
therefore ultra vires.

In the judgnent of ihe Queen's Bench,
which was appealed fromis to the rrivy
Council, Chief Justice Sir A. A. Dorion
held1 that the tax w'as clearly an indirect
tax, and nustbe brought under the pro
visions allowing the local Legislatures to
grant licenses. i e added, "Iam not pre-
pared to state that the local Legislatures
have not the right to grant licenses to
Insurance Companies, to banks, etc."
''ie Chief Justice was as usual cautious.
]le only refrained from stating that no
sucli power existed, but lie by no means
aiirmîned that it did exist. If such power
existed it iust be exercised 'lin such
" forms as not te violate one of tise restric-

tions of the Confederation Act, which
"does not authîorize them to impose indi-

rect taxes." The tax was held to be an
indirect one, and not a license fee. Judge
'Taschereau delivered an elaboratejudg.
ment. Ile held that the taxwas clearly im-
posed under the provision that authorized
the Legislature to charge for licenses.
The Icarned Judge quoted a well-knoivn-
rule of construction of statutes, which
is tliat Igeneral wvords vill be restrained
te tiings of the same kind with those
particularized," and lence Insurance
Companies,banks, etc., cannot be.hell te
lie of the same description of occupations
as shop, tavern and saloon keepers and
auctioneers. It was clearly the opinion
of Judge Tascsereau tlhat the tax was
iillra vires as a license tax, and lie there-
lore went a degree further than the Chief
Justice. Of course there vas an inport-
ait difference between the forin of levy-
iiigthe license tax under the old law and
that of Ilr. Wurtele, but we can draw no
other concltision froi the important
change to which we have called attention
tlian that the present tax will be defended
on tise ground of its being a direct tax
and if so, it will have to be discussed ex-
piessly on thsat ground.

It seems to us very uinfoitunate thsat in
defining the respective powers of the
Dominion and Provincial Legislatures,
greater care was fot taken to delfine with
something lilce precision the pdwers of the
latter. Already we have had protracted
litigation attended with great expense
and inconvenience on the power of the

Quebec Legislature te raise a revenue by
stamps on insurance policies, and now
t1le samse companies feel themselees
forced into fresi litigation in order to
deterinisse wiat is and what is not direct
taxatiois and it is far from improbable
that the final decision will be given in

such terms as to lead to aisother contro-
versy. Of course it is very iard on the
companies to be exposed to such annoy-
ance, but on the other hand it must be
borne in mind that the Administration
wyill suffer great inconvenience from the
refusal te pay taxes, which are impera
tively required, and which it believes to
be within the constitutional power of the
Legislature. It is only just to thle imper-
ial Governmsent and Parliameiito observe
that the vagueness of the language in the
British America Act is in strict conforn-
ity witih the resolutions adopted at
Quebec, at the conference of delegates
from Upper and Lower Caniada, New
Brunswick, Nova Scotis, Prince E dward
Island and Newlfoundlaisd. It is barely
possible that, in accordance with the pre-
ced ent adopted in the Ontario " Streams
Act,". the Dominion Government may, by
confirmation or disallowance of the
Quebec'Tax Act, aignify its opinion of its
constitutionality. A reference to the
Supreme Court on this point, by which
boths parties would have an opportunit.y
of being heard, iigit possibly be resorted
to. Il seems very important that the
question should be promptly decided.

A HINT.

Nothiig serves so well te avoid com-

plications and litigation as te reduce as
far as possible all contracts and undier-
takings te writing. This is a feature tiat

a great natiy busieess men overlook, aîid
for which they have to pay by losing bath
tiime and msonsey ove, law suits. Any
doubt with regard to the legal bearing of
any transaction shouid be settled by
advice before the bargain is made, and
the bargain itself should contain all
details possible, leaving little or nothing
to be understood. A business louse
adopting such a principle would seldom
or never appear in litigation, but if
obliged to do so, the odds of proof lu its
possession would almnost alvays ensure
success. The reputation for correctness
in this respect would raise the, standing
of such a house froin a moderate to an
almost unlimited amount-of confidence
in its reliability and judgment.

MODERN DA RYING.

Dairying a.s practiced by the principal
countries of Central Europe ias within
the laist ten years been reduced to an
exact science. Our butter trade vith
Great Britain for the year ending June,
1881, stands thus

Quebec.......... 13,400,908 lbs. $2,744,524
Ontario ......... 2,867,095 , 586,139

Or more tian eight thousand tons of
butter ia large quantity to dispose of at
a price of nearly 20ulc per pound, and a
decided improvenent over the expert of
two years ago, wlen Canadian butter
realized but two-thirds of the value. Re-
latively te other countries, our expert is
msucli less than it miglt be both in quan-
tit,y and quality. The butter iniport t'
Ireat Britain is over one huidred thon-
sand tos, and costs nearly $70,000,000.

Among our grcat coimpetitors in tub
butters are Denmark, lreland, and

eHallnd, and Ihe value of their products
range froi 22.5e to 33.5c per pouid.
The percentage of the supplies to Eng-
land are about as follows:

Hlolland.................. .25 to 30 per cent.
Dennark.................. 16 10 "

Ireland ............ 18 20 c
United States....... 1 5 16 C
Canada.............. 8 9

It must be remsembered that, except
the United States, each of thsese countries
is mucli smaller in cultivated area than
our own, and in point of population Ire-
land only is greater. Ifolland shows a
population ot' 3,981,887, and 8,145,280
acres ; lreland las a population of 5,500,-
000, and an area of 15,000,000 under cul ti-
vation ;vvhile Deunark, with a population
oe 1,969,454 and 6,400,725 acres, tums out
the choicest butter in the world.

Tue question how such remsarkable
results are obtained froni countries so
varions in soil, climate and industrial
habits is most important. Desmnark
being a northern country, having a
long winter of short days which compels
lier te stail-feed dairy cattle, affords
perhaps the best illustration et' how
Canadian practice should be altered

to mneet the waints of a larger production
and of a higier quality. Danisi farmers
get their cows to calve iii November,
Decemnber asd January, and begin their
feeding vith ineal, oilcake, mixed fodders
and other highly nutritions foods. Tshey
use meal largely becanse the country
being chiefly agricultural, and the facili-
ties of transit defective, it is cieapes te
consume the produce of the farm than to
buy iore artificia. food thsan is actually
needed. They use all the poorest of their
grain crops and selli the best. to the
merchaits. Instead of using, as we do
iere, timothy, hay and very few roots,
they use various compounds of rich clovers
and other fodders, such as hicerne, prickly
com frey and a variety of roots.

In ane of these farm dairies recently,
examined there was a weighing machine
for the milk and anoiher for tie butter,
two theroineters and graduated glasses
to test the quality of the milik. One of tie
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