2 JOHN DE BREBEUF

ditions of his race. It would be hard to believe
that religious influences had not molded the youth
of one who was destined later to do great deeds for
God in the forests of the New World, and who,
when the supreme sacrifice was demanded, showed
a heroism in torture and suffering almost unpar-
alleled in the history of the Church. At the age
of twenty-four John de Brébeuf entered the Jesuit
novitiate at Rouen, November 8, 1617. In that
home of peace and piety the young man devoted
two years to prayer and reflection,
and to the cultivation of those little
virtues which were to be the foun-
dation stones of his future holiness. Secluded from
the distractions of the world, he labored seriously
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to acquire self-knowled: : and to exercise himself
in the practice of hum lity, a virtue he pushed so
far that he desired abandon all aspirations to
the priesthood to b me a lay-brother in the Order.

But his superiors, assured that the humbler the
novice the stronger the indications that he would
one day give more glory to God in the priesthood,
refused Brébeuf’'s request and counselled him to
accept whatever grade in the Society of Jesus
obedience would decide.

At the end of his noviceship the young Jesuit
was sent to teach grammar in the college at Rouen.
There the religious kept pace with the professor;
while Brébeuf taught the rules of grammar to his
pupils he did not neglect to implant in their minds
and hearts the principles of Christian virtue. With
untiring devotedness he spent two years in this




