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VOL. I.

Natural Productions. —
The staple of the settlement is

tin mines (which are all within

a circuit of ^5 miles round

Malacca), which produce, ge-

nerally, 4,000 peculs (a pecul

is 138 pounds avoirdupoise) a

year. In the vallies vegetation

is extremely luxuriant ; rice

yields from SOO to 300 fold;

the sugar cane is equal to any

produced in any part of the

globe; cojSee, cotton, indigo,

chocolate, pepper, and spices,

have all been tried, and thrive

remarkably well. The spon-

taneous productions of the soil

are very numerous, consisting

of an almost endless variety of

the richest and most delicious

fruits and vegetables. The
country is covered with very

fine and durable timber for

ships and house building ; the

Murbon tree, which is nearly

equal to teak, is extremely

abundant. Canes and rattans

form a considerable branch of

the exports ; the forests yield

gums, resins, and oils in great

plenty ; the camphor tree

grows near the S.E. extremity

of the peninsula ; a great va-

riety of medicinal plants and

drugs ore common in the

woods ; the nutmeg grows

wild. If the gold and tin


