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•iiited to the Riliialio!i of Great Britain a?i(l America at that time*

It 3i)pearH to Imve bluercd exactly in tlie middle, between the op|io.

sil^ interests of both. Whether the adoptiou of Ihia plan wouUi

have prevented the separation of America from Great Britain, is a

(|U( lilion which mi^ht i. ford mucli room for speculation.

In 1757 he uas sent to Knghin<i, ivitli a petition to the kin^ and

council, against the proprietaries, who refused to bear any sltaie in

the |iiihlic expenses and usseasmenls ; which he got settled to the

satisfuction of the stale. After th<^ completion of this hntiiness,

Franklin remained at Ih.. court df (ireat Britain for some time, as

agent for the province of Pennsylvania; and also for those of Mas-

sachnsetts, Maryland, and Georgia. Soon after this, be published

his (!'anada pamphlet, in which he pointed out, in a very forcible

manner, the advantages that would re«iilt from the conquest of this

provinue from the French. An expedition was arcordingly planned,

and the command given to General Wolfe; the success of which is

well known. He now divided his time indeed between philosophy

and politics, rendering many services to both. Whilst here, he in-

vented the elegant musical instrument called the Armonica, formed

of < lasses played oti by the fingers. \r .inmmer of 1762 he re-

turned to A:nerica ; on the p>assago to wluv^n he observed the singu-

lar effect produced by the agiialion of a ves&el containing oil, Hukt-

ing on water; the apper surface uf the oil remained smootli and un-

disturbed, whilst the water was agitated with the utmost commotion.

On his return he received (he tiianks of tite assembly of Pennsylva-

nia ; which having annually elected him a member in his absence, he

again took his seal in this body, and continued a steady defender of

the liberties of the people.

In 17G4, by the irtrigues of the proprietaries, Frajiklin lost hia

seat in tiie assembly, which he had possessed for fourteen years;

but was immediately appointed provincial agent to England, fur

which country he presently set out. In 1766 lie was examined be-

fore the parliament, relative to the stamp-act ; which was soon after

repealed. The same year he made a journey into Holland and Ger-

many ; and another into France; being everywhere received with

the greatest respect by the literati of all nations. In 1773 he attrac-

ted the public attention by a letter on the- duel between Mr. Whate-

ley and Mr. Temple, concerning the publication of governor Hut-

chinson's letters, declaring thai he was the person who had disco-

vered those letters. On the 29lli of January next year, he was ex-

amined before the privy-council, on a petition he had presented long

before as agent for Massachusetts Bay against Mr. Hutchiosou;


