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Iclhyolonical science, ami cspceially the braiii'li id' it on this eimti-

iicnt, however imich it lias advanced in a kiiowledi^e of uroiij»s and

spotics, is, and must lontr bo, from the very nature of the animals u|Mtn

which it treats, considerably behind the other branches of Natur.il

History. Iiduibitini:" an element whose recesses cannot be cxplnrcd

by man, and with a peculiarity (tf structure and ol' culourin^ which

renders their bodies very dithcult to preserve, the Natural History

(properly so called) oi' Fishes, when com]»ared with that of terrestrial

animals, will ever remain little more than a collection of a few su|)er-

ticial anecdotes; while from the ditticulty of their preservation and tli(j

{ unattractive appearance they then exhibit, few will study, and still

fewer will collect them. Hence the Ichthyoloirist has much ureater

•lifhculties to contend with, in regard to materials, than he would

experience in any other division of the \'rrti hnifa, while he Hnds him-

self totally at a loss for that information on their natural habits, which

irives such a charm to the history of other animals, and excites such

a popular interest with the generality of readers.

Fishes, along with frogs and reptiles, constitute that great and pri-

mary division of vertebrated animals which are distinguished- by their

cold blood, in opposition to the two classes of ((uadrupeds and birds,

which have their blood warin. In all cold-blooded VerUbrato, the
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