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poans, or a mnr <lpsert island. Has it lieen

thus liitluTto neji»|prtt'(l by historijins and g«'o-

•jjapliers, heransp, as some have supposed, it

is barren and useless? But, on closer investi-

gation, we find, on the contrary, that New-

foundhind has been the object of frequent and

obstinate contests amon)2: the principal maritime

powers of Europe, in order to establish an

exclusive rij^ht to its possession, or at least to

obtain a participation in the advantages which

it procures to its possessor: we fnid it holding'

a distinguished rank in several declarations of

war, as well as in preliminaries and treaties of

peace among them. It is a mine of treasure

far more valuable than the boasted mines of

Peru, because more really advantageous to its

possessor and to mankind in general. The

Spaniards, while solely anxious to oT)tain the

possession, and to secure the produce of the

richest mines of silver and gold in the world,

neglected the arts and agriculture; their wealth

and existence itself became dependent upon

the safe arrival of their galleons: poor in their

supposed opulence, they soon were found a


