
PERSONAL & UNOFFICIAL

REMINISCENCES
OK A SKRVICE OK TWKNTY-TIIREE VEARS IN CONNECTION WITH CIVIC AKKAIRS OF

SAMUEL B. HARMAN, Retmd City Trtasurtr.

AI.DKRMAV FOR 8T. ASDRKW S WARP.

Mr. Hrtimiin enteieil the (Jity Council aa Aldetiuan for 8t. Andrew's Ward in 18C6, and served

on several Committees including that of Finance.

CHAIRMAN OF FINANCE.

In 1867 and 1868 lie was Chairman of the Finance (since termed the Executive) Committee, and

also of the Court of Revision, and in the latter capacity presided at the meetings of the Court, two days

for each ward, with forenoon, afternoon and evening sessions, sometimes lasting until past midnight,

for hearing the api>eals in relation to the assessment then lirst made according to the revised statute

in that behalf, on the actual instead of the annual or rental value of proiierty, a change which,

as a new departure, required time and care to bring into successful operation.

MAYOR OF TORONTO.

In 186U, a year rendered famoui by the visit of H. R. H. Prince Arthur and His Excellency

Sir Jol)n Yonnge, Governor-Oeneral, afterwards Lord Lisgar, and 1870, he was Mayor of Toronto, and

during those years was occupied, apart from the I'egular duties of office, and princi|»ally at night at

his law office of the firm of Cameron & Hiirnmn, with Mr. Frank Joseph as 8«'cretary of the

Revising Committee, in the work of conducting the revision and consolidation of the City By-Laws
up to that time contained chiefly in manuscript volumes on file in the City Clerk's office. This

was the first consolidation, and embraced a period of 35 years, commencing with the inco^iioration

of the city in 1834. The work was one of considerable labour, es[)ecially in the matter of the con-

solidation of numerous by-laws relating to a speciid object, in some cases as many as'fifty by-laws having

to be thus thrown into one. Another and not the least troublesome branch being that of by-lawa

relating to the Debenture Debt, and the decision to be arrived at as to what by-laws, as relating

to uni-etleemed Debentures, were to be considered to be in force, while all other general by-laws had
to be classified as either being in force, effete, or re|)ealeil. The wiiole was aeconipanieil by an
explanatory preface, an exhaustive index, tables showing the succession of Mayors, members
of the Council, and of all city offiuiaU, and of the years of service of the same, with diagrams of

properties principally relating to civic leaseholds. This work, which has made subsequent revisions

comparatively ea.sy, Mr. Harnian has r.lways ivgarded as one in which he might feel a justifiable

pride as a work of jiractical utility having relation to his yeare of mayoralty. And he was the reci-

pient of many commendatory letters from Sir Adam Wilson, the late Chief Justice Harrison, and
other leadin,; membera of the Judiciary and the Bar, as to the value of the conipilation and its

anccessful accomplishment.

ASSESSMENT C'OM.UISSIONER.

In 1872 ex-Ald. Turner brought in his proposition for the institution of a De))artment of Assess-

ment, as explained in the following extract from a re|)ort of a Select Committee.

" In investigating the present mode of making the Assessment the Committee are convinced, that owing to the
want 01 a delinite understanding among the assessors themselves as to the principle on which the ° alua-

tioD of real estate should be niade, and the hurried manner in which the work is of necessity \Ktl jcmeA,
the assessment is neither equitably nor eticiently made, and they intend to recommend the council to
apply for such a change in the Uw as will enahle the Council to appoint a permanent Board of Assessors,

to l)e presided over by a Chairman thoroughly competent to supervise this important work." (.See App.
1872, p. 299.)

And in the fall of the same year Mr. Harinan wiws api>ointcd Chairman of the Board of Assessors

instituted in accordance with the above, under the following Report

—

" The Couiioil having adopted the recommendations of the Committee, with reference to the immediate valua-

tion of the iienl Estate of the City, with a view to a more equit.able and permanent system of assessment,

the duty now devolves upon the Committee of submitting to the Council, the name of a gentleman to Kll

the imsition of Chairman of the Board of Valuators, aiul who would ultimately become the heail of tho
Assessment Department of the Corporation."

"The Committee in making their former recommendations to the Council, were (|uite aware that the success and
efficiency of their proposal would depend in a great measure upon the proper organization of the Depart-
ment, and the sul>sei|uent supervision of its affairs, and wouhl therefore re<|nire ]ieculiar qualifications in

the gentleman appointed in onler to ensure its successful administration."

" After mature consideration, the Committee are of opinion that owing to Alderman Hamian's long and inti-

mate ac(iuaintancc with our .Municipal Institutions, and moi-e particularly those of the C.ty of Toronto,
anil all that pertains to matters of assessment, combined with his professional knowledge,* he would
most efficiently discharge the duties of Chairman of the Boanl, and the Committee therefore recommend
the Council lo tender Mr. Harm:m the position at a salary of ^%000 per annum,t and in the event of his

acceptance, he be authorized to proceed with the organization of the Department without further dcUy."
" The (Committee would further recommend that eight valuators be appointeil to proceed with the valuation uf

the real estate, and at such a rate of remuneration as may be decided upon by thii Committee.—The
appointment of valuators to be left to his Worship the Mayor, (the late Joseph Sbeard, Es<i.,) and the
Chairman of the Board."— (See App. 1872. p. 32S.)

• At inrtner of the late H^n. John Hillyord Camercn in the leRil llrm o( " Cameron k Han^jui."

tThis lalarjr wu not maintained after the orcaniiatlon ol Uit Department was completed


