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THE dcfign of compiling and publiftiing an American 
Gazetteer, was conceived, by the Author of the follow-, 

ing Work, as early as the vear 1186, while he was travelling 
througjpthe United States, for the purpofe of colleéting materials 
for his American Geography, This dengn, perfettly coinciding in 
its fubjeft with his otlier work, has never fince been reflnquilh- 
ed: opportunities have been carefully improved to procure in
formation neceflary to its accompliftunent* '

The Author4» profeflional duties, however—the delicatd date 
qf his health; and the attention he has found it neceflàry to pay 
to the revifion, correlation and enlargement of the feyeral editions 
of his Geographical Work, have delaved the completion of the 

azetteer much longer than was at nrft contemplated : but the 
lay has enabled him to render the-Work much more accurate 

and perfed, than it otherwife muft hiive been, by availing him- 
felf of a large mafs of information/contained in the numerous 
maps, pamphlets, and larger works, which have been brought 
into public view, in the courfe of a few years paft.

Soon after the plan of this Work was conceived, and fome 
little progrefs made in collecting materials for its accomplifh- 
ment, the Author was informed that Capt. Thomas Hutchins, 
then Geographer general of the United States, contemplated a 
Work of die fame kind : to him, as being, from the nature of his 
office, far more competent to the talk, he cheerfully refigned his 
prétentions, and made him a tender of all the materials he had 
collefted. But, with a kindnefs and generality which flowed na
turally from his amiable and noble mind, Capt. Hutchins declined 
the ofFe 
Author
qnd explanatory pamphlets, 
to enrich this Work.

The fame kind of liberality was received from the Rev. Dr. 
Belknap, of Bofton, who had alfo meditated a Work of this 
tort. From his manufeript minutes, efpccially from the third 
volume of his valuable Hiftory of New-Hamplhire, and alfo 
from his entertaining volume of American Biography, very con- 
fiderable affiftance has been derived.

Edwards's Hiftory of the Weft-Indics—Saint Mery's 
graphical and political defeription of the Spanifh part 
tningo—Raynal's Indies—Robertfon's America—Ma

Gazetteer—À compendious Geographical Dictionary—Great
Hiftoriçal
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