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are

have acoriiod, and we Iniva reason to beliovo that many of Your

Miiji'.-'t.v'."^ isul)j"Cts hav.j Ir.'i'n (l.'privod o'f ii nu'ans of .siih.sistLMuu' for

i.hciusolve.s and their f.uiiilie.s. We tlierefore regard with reasonalde

apprehension and ahirin, the [jrobahiiity of furtlier eneroaelunents

upon the righlH of Yoiu' Maje.sty's snhjects being made or attempted

(o be made by the snl))ect.s of France, the acquiescence in which eii-

;o:u!nuenls mn.st be disastrous t<; the interests of our peophi.

With all submission we are constrained to slate to Your Majesty

r\v position that the claims of the subjects of Franc.' in respect of the

tr.king and preserving of lobsters upon our coasts, and also their

claims in respect of the taking of salmon, which latter claims have

ilso been a subject of our deli!)erations, are utterly wilhout foundation

lul cannot l)e nniintained. and that the action of Kreuch su!)jects in

tills behalf has l)een in-violati ui (if treaty obligations and of Interna-

^liuial Law, and that there has resulted therefrom a gross trespass

,i..>a the rights of I?ritish subjects, for wdiich an exemplary compen-

-arlon should bo demanded froui the Government of France.

Whilst we hund)ly submit to Your Majesty, that our assertions

.f right, as Yonr Majesty's subjects in this behalf, arc nriquestionablo,

AC would further su'bmit to Yo'ar Majesty the irrefragable character

if our conclusions bv r(!feren('e t<> the i'oUowing facts:

(1.) IJecause it was declared by the Treaty of rtrecht that it

should be unlawful Ibr the French io erect buildings ex-

cept those '' ]ierc.ss(tr// /nrl i/su i( for 'fi'ijhuj of jkh.'

(2.) Becau.^e the Treaty of Paris, (17Go) restricted the liberty

to ''fisfiiiii/ (iiti! dn/iiKj.'^

(:'».) Because the Treaty of Versailles, (ITSo) speaks (d "t/is

jlsfi, I'll (isi'Kjiied to ill' in hij tlie Treatij of Utrecht''

(4.) Because the Declaration speaks of " the jisheri/' and "the

method of carrijiiKj on the fisheri/, which has at all fima (jecn

orftiwu:IefJ(jf(J, shaft be tlie plan upon ichich tfic jl-^lierij shall he

'arried on (Jierc
.''

(5.) Becanse the French King's Counter Declaration speaks of
'• tJiejhhcr/j on the Coast of Xeirfoinnllanil, wJiirh lias hem

(he object of tlie new arrangements''

(0.) Because the Treaty of Paris, ( 1814) declares Uuit tlie French

rie/7it of flsjien/ "shall he rcjilanJ upon tlie footing hi which

it ston(l'inl792r

(7.) Becanse there was no siudi industry as the Lobster Fishery

in Newfoundland at any of these periods, and no such in-

dustry was heard of until within a few years past, and the


