
Deooeber 12, 1991
The Honcmjabie Kimn Cairibell, P.C., Q.C., M.P.
Minister of Justice and
Attorney General of Canada
House of Commons,
Ottawa KiA 0A6

Dear Ms. Cambeil,

I wcoild like ta thanlc yai for appearing before the Standing Sonate
Cmexitteo on legai and Constitutional Affaire, wh.ich I chir, with respect
ta Bill C-17 (Gun Cortrol). Mibe testimony of both yourself and yc=i
off iciais did a great deal ta enharoe ou understanding of the bill, whidi,
we reported back ta the Sonate withou.t arnrdint and, without corment on 5
Deooniber 1991. l he decision ta report Bill C-17 back withicit cosument was
not, hmffvor, withxzt controvry. Variom esbers af the CSmittes, froei
both parties, wished ta se the RPoqrt iorra.a statmoient as ta how
the Bill could bo iuçroved.

However, comuittee rnmr*wes agreeci that it wciild uake a strcng
symabolic -stateient abou~t the sad events of 6 Doier1989 if Bill C-17
were ta hocos law in time for the sond anniversary of the Polytechinique
tragedy. Sirice it vas not possible ta ooepleta a Report inoorporating the
Coittee' s variaus conicerns with Bill C-17 by that date, I woeid 11k. to
onve~y thesi ta yau kb' thia letter. I am sure that, urder the
cir.rntanoes, you will give theci as machi weight as if they had farmed
part of the farnul Report.

As chairman of the Standing Senate Ocuittes on legai and
Cootitutional Affaire, and on hehalf of Dm' colleagues on that Coeittee,
I wou1d urge ycu ta take the foliM stepe toeiards enmxuing that the use
of f irearnvu in Canada is as safe as possible, and that no further lives
are unriecessarily hast:

1. * Fire that officiais have ail the necessary reso-es ta expedite
the draftir, of regu1atioris and the spoociy impieuientation of Bill
C-170

2. Fasure that officiais give the greatest possible attention ta the
tbree ares consistently rnentionel by the witnesses bof ors om
mittee:

" deveicpoent of a firear. iremgi stration policy;

" regulations ensuring botter contrai aver safe storage; and

* the irpieentatice of botter training Iroceclirs.
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