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power decides upon the question wbether
the United States Congress lias exceeded
Its authorlty or nat. So that if there was
any illegal exereise of power ln that caun-
try there is a mode of settling it wbich la
pecullar tu the country itself, and which la
the best aystera, after ail, of deciding these
matters.

My hon. friend quoted Mr. Bryce. 'He
quated the unfavourable things wblch Mr.
Bryce said of the United States Senate, but
Bir. Bryce, In his ÂAmerican Common-
wealth,' vol. I., page 114, one of the moat
eminent of modern Englishmen, aima satd:-

The Sonate has succeeded la maklng itself
emineat and respeoted. It bas drawn the
best talent of the nation, su far as that
talent flows tu palitice, Itt its body; has
establlshed an Intelieetual supremacy, bas
furnished a vantage gronnd tram which
men of abiflty may speak with authority
ta their feiiow-cltlzens.

There is no doubt wbatever that the United
States Senate la one of the atrongest legisla-
tive bodies In the worid ; but the demo-
cratic spirit is making sucb pragress ia tbe
uelghbourlng republic that..thirty-ane states
have untd ln an application ta Coagras tu
allow senatars ta be elected by the papular
vote. Thlrty-one states are mare 'thon the
r0quisite twa-thirds required ta secure a
vote upon a coastitutional ameudment tu
that eff ect. Sa0 that, notwithstanding thec
tact that the Senate la eiected by the state
leglolatures there Io stilILa strong tendency
towards securlng their election by papular
vote. The hon. Minister at Trade and Comi-
merce admitted that there was a neeessity
for reforin la the Canadian Senate. Indeed.
In discnssing the question, ls speech taak
rather the direction of a waraing. He sug-
gestcd ta us that we had better set aur
hanse la order; that there -was samething
camlng which wauld maire It necessary tor
us ta take steps ot same kind, and he pro-
posed a scheme ot retarmi tor the Senate ta
which 1 shaîl maire a short reterence. The
hon. Minister or Trade ami Commerce sng-
gcstcd a change la the composition of the
Senate. He suggested tbat the number ot
members sbould be reduced, but that le flot
Important, and lie suggested that a certain
number ot theni should be elected by tbe
local legisiatures and a certain number ap-
pointed by the gavemament. He made a
very strong point in favaur of minority me-

preseatatian. As regards minority represcu-
tation, I teed baund ta say that I do nat
look with any favour upon it at ail. The
hon. member tram Marsbfield took It Up aad
was very desirous that sncb a system should
prevail. The question of minorlty represefi-
tation has long been befare thc people of
Eagiand. Mr. Hare, a great many years
aga, develaped a systeni en paper of miaority
represeatation ; thea a Mr. Marshall, I tUiik,
follawed it up by some practical suggestions,
by which If thrce vacancies were to ho flhle&,
two conld be elected by the majority and
anc by the mlnority. And If I remember
rigit: Uic parliament of France, some years
Rgo, adoptcd a systcm by whlch representa-
tives wcrc eicctcd over a large ares, of
country, and by a indicions system of vot-
ing, some minorlty representatives couid be
chosen; but that system is no longer ta
practice ia France. If I remember right,
la Ontario at anc time, ln thc city of
Toronto,.there was a system o! electIng a
minorlty representative. The opposition
had the riglit, or privllege, or power,
if they choose ta exercise It, tu elcl
one, but that systeni seenis tu have tailen
into disuse, because it was Ineffective and
did not secure ta Uic minority what was de-
sired. My hon. tricad beside me (Hoa. Mr.
Legris) nîso, tavoured representation of min-
orlties, but it scems ta me it to not an Im-
portant thiag. If the people scnd ta parlia-
ment a certain aumber a! men, no motter
haw large or how amali the aumber of me-
prescatatives ofth Ui minomity la their ini-
fluence wauld be 3ust se great as if tbey
tormed a ilarger proportion of thc repre-
sentatives. The only adveantagc I can sec
la the mlnarity being strong lu, that thc
government bas less dlmfculty ln carrylag
ont thé practlcal wark of politica tn restrain-
ing Its follawers. It forma a check, but it
la not et aufficient Importance or 'value tu
Introduce tit here. Then the hon. Mfinlater
of Tradt and Commerce pmoposed iliat a
certain number of senators ehonld b, chosegi
tram privy conillors, judges, lieutenant
govemnors and other persans. That alsa
was thc idea of John Stuart Mill. It le flot
original, but the application o! it la ta thc
conditions here. Mr&. Mili made Uic sugges-
tion, lookiag at thc graduai decline o~f in-
fluence ofthUi House of Lords In Engiand,
and favouring a second Ohamber to a cer-


