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cannat help giving it great consideration
and weight. That was bis view. Our
empire i.s widespread; it is cannected
tagether by the great highways ai the
acean. It is nat separated by those
highways and the very fact that it is se
cannected makes it abseiutely essential fer
the existence ai this empire, for the
existence ai aur business autside of aur-
selves, that those acean highways shal
lie free, sale and secure at aIl times. The
time may came when there will be ne
more war, wlien in faot th.e nations' swords
will be turned into plough-shares and
theïr spears into prunin-, haoks, but that
time bas net yet arrived, and until it
cames, common ordinary sense and gead
judgment dictate ta us the necessity oi
taking sucli measures as will put us in a
pasition where, if attacked, we will bie able
ta withstand that attack, sa strang indeed,
if passible, that -ne nation would consider
it advisable ta put that question ta the test.
It is much better for us to spend money
freely, if by sa doing we can prevent the
barrer ai war, the bl;odshed a.nd the Jasa ai
buman lufe which must necessarily came as
a result ai war under modern conditions,
and there is only one way ta do that,
that is by having a great and aIl poweLrful
navy. We are fartunate in having the pas-
aibilities ai becaming partners in that
navy which up ta the present time bas been
practically mistress ai the seas, and which
by tbe tremendaus efforts 'wbicb are being
put iarward and have been put farward for
many years by the people of the Mother-
land, and with the assistance that tbe
overseas dominions will render ta lier, r
hope will for s long time rems.in the mis-
tress of the sens, producing a.nd sustaining
the cansequent peace ai ourselves and the
world generally. There is no daubt that we
bave heard a great deal about Germany
]ately, and no doubt Germany bas been
setting the pace in se far as building and
equipping slips are concerned. I suppose
it is an exaniple that is catcbing, and aîl the
nations are pramptly ialling in its wake.
What is the condition of tbings at the pre-
sent time? Ail aver the warld nations are
arrning as they neyer armed before. They
are building bigger fleets than they ever
canstructed before and building speedier

and more powerful battleships. 1 read the
other day of the launching of a new Japan-
ese battleship. What was hier equilinment?
Eight 14-inch guns, sixteen 10-inch guns anrd
a large number of smaller ones. A few years
ago a 10-incli gun was the most powerful
gun carried on any ship in the world, and
now this Japanese cruiser lias fia less than
sixteen of them, and that as a battery
secondary ta its main battery of eight
14-inch guns. These things must be taken
into consideration. They must be viewed,
and we know that in modern Unes, in con-
sidering a modern navy, the only thing
that counts is the modern ships, modern
guns and modern equipment. Obsalete ves-
sels are flot only noa good, but they are
worse than noa good because tliey use the
men who miglit be utilized in modern ves-
sels which wvould lie ai same accaunt, and
the obsolete vessels siniply make a~n easy
prey ta any nation which. las these modern
ships. To give some idea ai, the great in-
tereat which the empire has in keeping
peace on the seas, I just want te caUl at-
tention ta the fact 'that the British
Empire, taking in Britain and the over-
seas dominions, owns fia less than 19,012,-
294 tans ai mercantile marine. The whale
mercantile marine ai the shipping world
is anly 41,914,765 tans, âa that England
and its colonies own 46 per cent ai the
whole mercantile tannage ai the world.
Sa that we have something worth looking
aiter. Sa f ar as Canada is concerned, 1
want to Say that in looking over the re-
turns up ta the last fiscal year, March
31, we did a trade ai, i think, $875,000,O00,
over $405,000,000 ai which. was water borne,
depending for its saiety an the saiety ai
the seas and the security of the slips and
cargo when traversing the great ocean
highways ai the warld. Sa that we have
a positive and business interest in having
the great ocean highways of the 'world sale
and secure. The United States lias 5,058,-
678 tans of shipping; Germany 4,333,186;
Norway, 2,014,533;. France, 1,882,280; Italy.
1,320,65.3; Austria-Hungary, 779,029; an ag-
gregate of 15,388,359 tons for those six prin-
cipal countries ai the world, as against 19,-
012,294 ai tons mercantile marine which. fly
the Britishi flag and carry so much. of the
trade ai the warld. The value of this


