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powers of the Doiiion sbould get under

the control of onuc coîfipanyl Wbere

would the people be? 1 tbink tliis is a

clause deserving of soule coasideratioli f rom

tlie House. I do not think we sliould provide

machInery wbicli would enable this com-

pany to absorb aIl the other water-power
companies lu the countryv. To my mind

It Is a backward step.

Hon. Mr. CKSGIIAIN-I miglit cal at-

tention to the fact, that this is simply
taken from the compaiiy's Act.

Hon. Mr. DAVIS-That does not maire

dation for sucli Institutions getting a foot-
liold in this country.

H-on. ',%r. SCOTT-I do not thluk tbe

effect bas been to create combines in tbe

past. If that were tlie case we sbould
bave bad some evidence of It. I do not

besitate to say tbat there are over 500

companies incorporated every year ln Can-

ada wltb tbat clause ln their Bill. It la

lnvarlably doue.

Hon. Mr. lie'.ULLEN-I do flot care.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-I neyer kuew any

mischief to arise from it.

amy dffernce.Hon. Mr. WILSON-I do not tbink there

Hon. Mr. BEIQUE-Tiie capital of the la mucli force in the remnrks of the bon.

company is one Million dollars; so that leader of tbis House. There mlt be 500

they cannot forai a very big trust. companies ln that position, and stili it

Hon. Mr. McMULEN-I thlnk- there la miglit be wrong. We are leglslating in

a great deal of force in the nineudment the interests of the country, and if it be

proposed by the hion, gentleman from Prince necessary to protect the interests of the

Albert. I do flot care whether it is the public at large, this House bas a rigbt to

Companles, Act, or wvbat Act it cornes do It. It does flot matter wbetber pre-

from, we are justified ln fightlng against vlous legislation lias graated certain con-

combinations ; and If this clause enables cessions to other companies. We know

the company to bring- together ail compa- that we bave granted concessions to coin-

nies possessing -water-powers, and form one panies lu the past, tbat are ln combina-

linge combination, I say It la legisiation ln tions to-day. That la wby we are object-

tbe wrong direction. That la my candld ing to sucli législation at the present time.

opinion witli regard to that clause. It Is We would like to have these combinatiolis

quite enougli if we give this company the done away with. It Is necessary, as tbe

other powers mentioned la the Bill, wltli- bon. gentleman fromn Wellington bias said,

out includiag the powers in clause 6i. Tliey to consider carefulîr the combinations that

can conduct their business very well wltb- inay take place in the future. We do not

out the provisions of this clause. If It want to grant to this company or any other

Is to be adopted, tbere should be a pro- company tbe riglit to gobble up the wbole

vision attached to It, that these consolida- of tbe water-powers of the country, and

tions of compailies sbould recelve the sanc- later on 'when we need tbem for public

tion of tbe Governor General la Council. utilîties, or for manufacturlflg and other

Tbey can corne back If necessary for lar- purposes, find tbat tliey are ail ln the

ger powers and tliey wlll get them. I hands of combinations and we are debarred

want to know If tliere Is any company lu froin uslng tbem In a legîtimate way. I

Canada that bas corne back to parliament say we sbould raise our volce ln opposition

for larger powers and bas flot recelved to anytblng of this kind. M.%y bon. friend

tbem. The proper way la to make that wbo moved this amendment, deserves cre-

clause subject to tbe approval;of the Gov- dit for having brouglit tbe matter before

ernor General, If It Is going to become Iaw. the House. If lu Ontario to-day, tbe water-

I was opposed to tbat clause ln the first powers were ail ln the bands of combina-

place. I arn opposed to every single enact- tions beyond tbe control of tlie leglalature,

ment that will tend to brIng about tbe con- I say It 'would be a serions matter 7-

solidation of companles of this class, andi the province It la no argument ta say

create monopolies. In the 'United States, tbat there are five bundred other compa-

the people are bled to deatb by combina- nies baving certain riglits an d privileges.

tions, and we bad better not lay tbe foun- The' question la, la It rlgbt they should


