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The Constitution TSENATE] of the Senate.

the constitution is not sufficient. If there
is anything in the wide world we should
be careful of it is not to tinker with our
constitution. That we have a good con-
stitution what more positive proof do we
require than we have at the present time,
and all that we require toallay any feeling
that may exist against the Senate is that
the Government should appoint two or
three of the Ministers to this ]Eouse. Really
it was the only valid reason that ¢ropped
ug in this debate that me should have a
change at all. If we make the Senate
elective, necessarily, the electors who
send representatives here, will demand
that they shall have some power. In
the first place, if you make a pro-
perty qualification, you will have these
men coming here and saying: “ We
are the representatives of the proper-
ty owners of this country.” If a dead-
lock should come between the two Houses,
without any good reason, very likely what
would be done would beto cite halfadozen
leading gentlemen of this House before the
Governor General to hear our views, and if
he had substantial proof that the course we
were taking was in the interests of Canada
his Ministry would be dismissed and sent
to the country. Now, how could that be
done supposing this House represented the
property of the country ? They would at
once object and say “You must not send
the Ministers back to the country for elec-
tion; we are the {)eople ; we are the
country.” His Excellencey would not lis-
ten to such a proposal; but would say
that his Ministers had obtained power
from the country by votes obtained in the
proper and constitutional manner from the

eople and until he lust confidence in these
Ministers, he was bound to take their ad-
vice and if the ministers could shew that the
course of the Senate was not warranted
by the facts and circumstances he would
say “ gentlemen, if you persist in your op-
ﬁosition and refuse to pass the Supply

ill, then, you must go to the country,”
and I do not see why we should adopt the
Flan roposed by the hon. gentleman
rom Aadia that would bring about such
& state of affuirs. I believe that the course
taken at Confederation to consolidate
British interests in British North America
was the wisest and best that could be
adopted, and the best proof of that, is the
fact that for twenty years we have gone
on peacefully in this Dominion without

having any difficulty except the httlﬁ
breeze we had recently in the ort !
West. Therefore I say it would be ?‘;
wise for us to tinker with the constituti
until circumstances arise that necessits
it. The mingling of the tricolor &M
the Rose shews the homogenous natt
of our people. I could not help smili®
the other night, when I heard at a SOc‘r_
gathering Frenchmen signing the M’.‘s
seilles and Englishmen joing in the chor¥
and the next moment the English smgmﬁ
the “Red, White and Blue,” and the Fren® ¢
men joining in the chorus. I only thoug d
that if our forefuthers could have hesr
such a'thing they would have turned ‘:
their graves. The Confederation of Can® o
is a lasting monument to the men ¥
framed the constitution of this country:
On one side of this building we have #
monument to Sir George Cartier, » TOPr
sentative of the great French race witho®
whose aid our constitution could not hav:
been a success, and I do hope that on th
opposite side of this building when tht
time comes, though I hope it may be
distant, we shall see another monument
Sir John Macdonald, so that other mefd
who may take our places here will
reminded by these monuments to be very
charey how they tiuker with the constit!”
tion of this country.

Hon. Mr. OGILVIE—There is On°
thing that has been forgotten both thi
afternoon and this evening. Every g°P
tleman that has spoken on_this questiof
spoke of members of this House as ifthey .
had all been nominated by the Executiv®
and had never been elected. If anyond
will take the trouble to analyse the list ©
Senators in this House, he will find that #
very large majority of them, say nearly
fifty, have been elected to one or the other
branch of the Legislature, so that, afte!
all, tho majority of the members of thi®
House are gentlemen who have been the-
choice of the people before they cam®
here. That is one thing which hon. ge®
tlemen should bear in mind. I cann®
say that I feel, as some hon. gentleme?l
said this afternoon, very much obliged t°
the hon. gentleman who brought thi8
question before the House, for in m
mind it was quite unnecessary. I thiP
it is quite time cnough when we m®?
troubles to prepare to find some rem
for them. At present troubles do 1©



