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did not find anything to guard against let -
ting out this contract wholly to Americans,
and as they were aware from past experi..
ence, at the lest session very much was
said about the Northern Pacifia; the pro.
moters of which were very anxious to get
hold of the Canadian road in order to stave
it off, so as to help the ir own road. There
should be a clause in the bill to say that
the road should be built by British sub.
jects. The absence of such a clause was
one great fault of the bill. Then there
was another fault of whicb lie complained.
There was no timle specified in which the
work shall be completed. He thought whtn
British Columbia was taken into Confeder-
ation on certain terms they should endea-
vor to carry out those obligations. He did
not say that they could build the road in
the time that was first mentioned, but if
the Government lad come dor n with a
measure asking for five years more, he be-
lieved the time would have been granted,
and British Columbia would have heen
satisfied. But they brought forward a mea-
sure for a land and water communication
which he thought would not be of
very great advantage tu the country.
It struck him that they wanted a line of
communication that could be kept open
all winter-all the year round in tact. It
would not do to have people whointended
to ge t to the North West spending six
months waiting until the water communi-
cation could be open, and before they
could get to the place that they intended
to make their homes. These were the two
principal points to which he took excep.
tion, but there were many other pointa in
the bill of which he approved.

lion. Mr. GIRARD did not hesitate to
say that he approved to a certain point
with the principle of the bill. The scheme
ho oonsidered a good one, and if put in
execution the effect will be to put Canada
in a auperior position before the world.
He did not desire to ask from the Govern.
ment extraordinary things, and he under-
stood the work could not have beeri done
in the time that was specified at the first,
but it muet be done and lie had no doubt
would be done. In undertaking such a
giant enterprise which muet have the
effect of doubling the population of the
Dominion, it would be necessary to in.,
crease the taxation. lie approved of the
plan of using the natural ad vantages
which the country possesses in her great
lakes and stream8. le thought it was
possible to complote that part of the lino
between Fort Garry and Lake Superior by
1876. lie thought when the vork was
commenced the population of the

country would rapidly increase,
and that was very important
because the population at present is not
large enough for the expenses of such an
undertaking. It might be said that they
should wait for a larger population, but he
wanted the dor opened su that provision
could be made for others coming to the
country. It could not be expected that
people would go and settle in a country
where they had no means of getting out of
it if they desired to do su for *any object.
if a man went there wiLh bis family he
could not suffer the idea of being shut in.
and that lie oould not get out in case of
emergency. The braach from Fort Gvrry
to Pembina was a great necessity, and the
country could not be advanced without it.
Without this they would be always dex
pending upon the American railways.
Ihere were stage lines, communication by
river, and the Pacific railway. Ail these
linos woulc not subsist for a single day if
the people of Winnipeg were not here to
giv.e them the traffic. He had tried to
show that it would not be an extraordinary
expense to complete the line from Thun.
der Bay tu Fort Garry, and he thought ià
would be very easy to get farther and
profit by the water of the rives. The
Assiniboine was not a navigable river for
any extent, but at the same time he
thought it would be very easy to make a
canal that would draw the water of Mani-
toba Lake into the Assiniboine River so as
to render it for miles and miles perfectly
navigable for all vessels. Thon there
would have to be a cut of five miles made
to arrive at the Saskatchewan,which would
afford easy navigation to the foot of the
Rocky Mountains.

Hon. Dr. CARRALL-Howmanymonths
in the year would it be navigable, and for
what kind of boats ?

Hon. Mr. GIRARD-It would be navia
gable to all kinds of boats, and it will be
navigable for 800 miles. 'You must com.
mence at the heart of the Province.

Lion. Dr. CARRALL-How many months
will it be open, taking into acoount the
ice and the low water season ?

lion. Mr. GIRARD said the low water
season was very short. He looked upon
the scheme \as affording two ways of im.
provivg the country. If they improved
the water communication it would not
cot the Government su much more
money. lie hoped the Government
would proceed with the work, and he
would do anything in his power to advance
iL.

Hon. Mr. RE AD mentioned that ho had
got a botanical report put into his hand
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