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The Budget

The rationale for the conversion is to effect an annual saving 
of approximately $51,000, as follows:

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

• (1010)
1. An electronic security system was approved for Fort 

Battleford national historic site in the 1989 management plan. [English]

THE BUDGET
2. Once the security system was approved for implementa

tion, the site’s two security staff were redeployed to the visitor 
activities department with no loss of salary.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF MINISTER OF FINANCE

The House resumed from March 9 consideration of the motion 
that this House approves in general the budgetary policy of the 
government.

Ms. Maria Minna (Beaches—Woodbine): Mr. Speaker, this 
day marks the first time in history that a Liberal has stood in this 
House to speak on behalf of the people of Beaches—Woodbine. I 
am proud to be that Liberal.

As I campaigned door to door throughout last year’s election, 
I promised the people of Beaches—Woodbine that we could 
have social justice and jobs. It did not have to come down to a 
choice of one over the other.

The budget brought down by my esteemed colleague, the 
Minister of Finance, reflects very much my commitment to the 
people of Beaches—Woodbine. He has succeeded in creating a 
judicious balance between the need to put our financial house in 
order and the equally important need to ensure that Canada 
remains a truly just society.

That hard to achieve balance is very important to the people of 
Beaches—Woodbine and to all Canadians.

Our long lasting commitment to social justice is the hallmark 
of our society. It sets us apart from most nations. If members 
think that is an overstatement, ask the millions of men and 
women who left their own countries over the last several 
decades and made a deliberate choice to become Canadians. 
Their being here has helped to make Canada a vibrant, dynamic 
model of living together, a model for the entire world.

Ours is a truly remarkable society and we must ensure 
throughout the nation-wide debate that is about to take place 
that we remain a truly just society of which we can all be proud.

We do have to take all necessary steps to arrest the growth of 
the deficit, reduce it to a manageable level and put in place 
sound economic policies to create jobs. The budget brought 
down by the Minister of Finance is a major first step in that 
direction.

The budget is, however, but one of several initiatives set in 
motion by the Liberal government. It is designed primarily to 
ensure that our financial house is put in order as quickly as is 
humanly possible.

I am more concerned, however, about the social justice part of 
the equation, that which sets us apart as a great, caring nation.

3. The Corps of Commissionaires was contracted through a 
master standing offer to provide security services on an interim 
basis until completion of the installation of the electronic 
security system.

4. The average annual operation and maintenance (O & M) 
costs from April 1, 1990 until March 31, 1994 for the standing 
offer with the Corps of Commissionaires are $58,019 per year.

5. One time installation costs for an automated security 
system are estimated at $60,000. Annual O & M cost based on 
existing system are estimated at $5,000 per annum (maximum).

A saving of approximately $51,000 will be realized annually, 
beginning April 1, 1994. In one year, installation costs will be 
recovered. Savings can be redirected as per the approved 
management plan.

The highest criteria imposed on installation proposals were 
utilized: all hardware had to be CSA (Canadian Standards 
Association) or ULC (Underwriters Laboratories of Canada) 
approved; must meet the approval of the Dominion Fire Com
missioner and Labour Canada; only systems presently installed 
in several businesses and government offices across the country 
are being entertained as viable; generally similar systems have 
been used successfully at other National Historic Sites.

[English]

The Deputy Speaker: The question as enumerated by the 
parliamentary secretary has been answered.

Mr. Milliken: Mr. Speaker, I ask that the remaining questions 
be allowed to stand.

The Deputy Speaker: Shall the remaining questions stand?

Some hon. members: Agreed.


