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at this time to name facilities that after October 15 may not be help turn those goals of reform and renewal into reality for the
operating in such a way as to cause a deduction under the Act. benefit of all Canadians.
Federal/provincial consultations will take place in connection 
with this issue. The budget redesigns the very role and structure of govern

ment itself—because getting government right is essential to 
getting the economy right. The budget achieves dramatic sav- 

What is the total annual sum of money, by province/territory, that private ingS tO Secure OUr deficit reduction targets—real, bottom-line
HCa*i*h?Care ^ac'*‘l‘es k'11 Pat'enls as user fees- as defined by the Minister of savings based on prudent economic assumptions.

Question No. 158—Mr. Hill (Macleod):

And this fiscal reform will continue to pay off, because the 
structural changes introduced by the budget will deliver sav
ings, not just over the next two years, but every year thereafter.

Hon. Diane Marleau (Minister of Health, Lib.): On January 
6, 1995 the Minister of Health wrote to all provinces and 
territories informing them that facility fees being charged to 
patients at private clinics are user charges contrary to the It is a tough budget, but it is also a budget of commitments kept
Canada Health Act. The letter further stated that where a and meaningful results.
provincial plan pays the physician fee for a medically necessary 
service delivered at a clinic, it must also pay for the related 
hospital services provided or face deductions for user charges.
Provinces and territories were given until October 15, 1995 to compassion; and increased fairness. Before describing the spe- 
put into place the necessary legislative or regulatory framework cific measures in the legislation, I would like to say a few words 
before the penalty provisions of the Act are implemented, about the importance of passing it on a timely basis. 
Therefore the total sum billed to patients that might be deemed 
user fees after October 15 depends on how each province and 
territory responds to the deadline and cannot be determined until billion debt. A huge portion of government revenues are con- 
the deadline has passed. Federal health officials will consult sumed by the cost of servicing this debt. That’s money that could
with their provincial and territorial counterparts in connection otherwise be spent to provide Canadians with services and

programs, or to reduce the amount of taxes we pay.

Just as important, it is a budget of nation building—because it 
is firmly rooted in the principles of economic leadership;

Canada’s economic future remains at risk because of a $550

with this issue.

[English] The debt also makes us unacceptably vulnerable to financial 
markets and the harsh impact of interest rates. The unexpected 
increase in these rates since last year’s budget has put tremen
dous pressure on our deficit targets. Meeting our targets is 
essential to strengthen confidence and bring interest rates down. 
This, in turn, is essential for greater growth and more jobs for 
Canadians.

Mr. Milliken: I ask, Madam Speaker, that the remaining 
questions be allowed to stand.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
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[English]

GOVERNMENT ORDERS The budget takes the actions necessary to meet these objec
tives. To hit our targets, we are implementing cumulative 
savings over the next two years of $15.6 billion. Over $13 
billion of the savings will spending cuts. There will be no 
increase in personal income tax rates.

[Translation]

BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION ACT, 1995

Going beyond, to 1997-98, our reforms will deliver a furtherHon. Sergio Marchi (for Minister of Finance and Minister 
responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Develop- $13-3 billion in savings for a three-year total of $29 billion, 
ment—Quebec) moved that Bill C-76, an act to implement This is the largest set of actions in any budget since demobiliza- 
certain provisions of the budget tabled in Parliament on Febru- l'on after the second world war. 
ary 27,1995, be read a second time and referred to a committee.

We are also taking firm steps to increase tax fairness and close 
Mr. David Walker (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of loopholes. The budget delivers almost $7 in spending cuts for

Finance, Lib.): Madam Speaker, last month , this government every $1 in new tax revenue. The actions set out in the budget
introduced a budget that has been described as historic. The involve changing the size and shape of government by hard
description is apt, for it was a budget of fundamental reform and choices on priorities. By 1996-97 program spending will fall
national renewal. Today, we are considering legislation that will from $120 billion last year to just under $108 billion.


