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The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): All those opposed

please say nay.

Some Hon. Members: Nay.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): In my opinion the yeas 
have it.

And more than five Members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): Call in the Members. 
The House divided on the motion (Mr. Hnatyshyn, for the 

Minister of Finance) which was agreed to on the following 
division:
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(Division No. 181) Mr. Speaker: I declare the motion carried. 
Bill read the third time and passed.YEAS

Members

Andre
Beatty
Bernier

Bissonnette
Blais
Blenkarn
Bouchard
Bradley
Brightwell

Browes
Cadieux
Caldwell
Cardiff

Champagne
(Saint-Hyacinthe-Bagot) 

Champagne 
(Champlain)

Charest
Clark

(Brandon-Souris)
Clinch

Collins
Comeau
Cook

Corbett
Cossitt
Côté

Gormley
Graham
Grisé
Guilbault

(Drummond)
Gurbin
Gustafson
Halliday
Hamelin
Hardey
Hawkes

Hicks
Hnatyshyn
Holtmann
Horner

Hudon
Jacques

Jelinek
Jepson
Johnson

Mitges
Murta
Nickerson
Nielsen
Nowlan
Oberle
O’Neil
Oostrom
Paproski
Pennock
Peterson
Plamondon
Plourde

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS—PUBLIC 
BILLS

[English]
CANADA ELECTIONS ACT

MEASURE TO AMEND

Mr. John R. Rodriguez (Nickel Belt) moved that Bill 
C-246, an Act to amend the Canada Elections Act (leave of 
absence), be read the second time and referred to the Standing 
Committee on Privileges and Elections.

He said: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of Bill C-246 is to amend 
the Canada Elections Act to allow employees covered by Part 
III of the Canada Labour Code to have extended leave of 
absence provisions if they are candidates running in a federal 
election campaign and are successfully elected as a Member of 
the House of Commons.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): Order, please. This is 
your Private Members’ Hour.

Mr. Rodriguez: Mr. Speaker, there is a reason why I 
brought this particular Bill to the attention of the House for 
debate. I would hope that Members of the government side 
would not engage in their usual practice of talking out private 
Members' Bills. I believe that this Bill involves a very serious 
principle. The Bill goes to the very core of a democratic society 
which is open, free and egalitarian in most respects. We have 
the kind of society in which the citizens elect those who will 
govern them. The freedom of citizens to elect those who shall 
govern them is the very hub of a democratic society. There-
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