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there is a question of judgmenf as to whether the story is
f aise at ail.

Mr'. Macdonald (Rosedale): I have a taped record and if
is f alse ail right. Would you care whether it is false or not?

An hon. Memnber: Bring in the tapes!

Mr'. Macdonald (Rosedale): I will be glad f0 bring in the
transcript.

Mr'. Baker: Mr. Speaker, it really does flot matter what
letters the minister might write or f0 whom. The proof of
the pudding with respect to the competency of this gov-
erfiment will be made known in the next few months. I arn
prepared, no matter what the minister rnight have said or
where he said it, to defer my judgment on that, and I arn
sure the Canadian people will do the same.

Mr'. Macdonald (Rosedale): You do not care whether if
is true or flot.

Mr'. Baker: Mr. Speaker, 1 am glad the minister has
intervened at this point because he has been sitting there
rather quietly. I hope he has been considering the enormi-
fy of his sins of omission and commission with respect to
the energy situation in this country.

I want f0 say to you, Mr. Speaker, that by any standard
this is no mean bill in terms of the power requested. There
is one thing about the Liberal Party, Mr. Speaker; they are
not baékward when it cornes to appropriating power to
themselves. In some quarters, according f0 the way fhey
operafe, fhey might have been considered crude, alfhough
I would nof want to put if that way tonight.

Perhaps the enormity of the power in clause il of this
bill has been loat on many people. If gives the governrnenf
the righf by order in council-and just by order in coun-
cil-to deciare a national emergency ail by fhemselves,
perhaps to suit their political convenience.

Somne hon. Memnbers: Shame!

Mr'. Baker: If this parliarnent passes that clause in ifs
present formi if gives this governrnent the righf to bypass
parliament and to pass an order in counicil sometime in the
middle of the night-after two o'clock in fhe morning
perhaps as has been known to happen in this counfry. I
should like the civil libertarians on the other side who
make speeches out of bofh sides of their mouths on this
matter to fhink about the enormif y of the power they are
trying to give to this goverfiment. Some people would say
thaf fhey must have it because to corne to parliarnent
would be too inflexible a procedure; that they mnusf have
this power to bypass parliament.

Mr. Speaker, if any Canadian is so foolish as f0 believe
that kind of claptrap let me remind the House thaf parlia-
ment was called f0 settfle the rail strike and carne togefher
wifhîn 48 hours. Thaf rail strike was setfled by that
parliament, despite the foot dragging by fhe NDP. So, fhaf
procedure is nof so inflexible that there would be a justifi1-
cation for departing from fthe principie that if the govern-
ment is to have those powers let it corne to this parlia-
ment, this public forum and discuss the necessity for fhese
powers. If they make a case, then I arn satisfied that this
parliament, acting in the besf intereats of ail Canadians,
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would be prepared to grant the government that kind of
power. I want to make it absolutely clear to this goverfi-
ment that we believe this arbitrary, irresponsible and
undemocratic principle, this ability that they ask for to
govern by order in council, is flot satisf actory to this party
as a matter of principle as well as by reason of the fact of
this particular government's bad record or judgment.

Mr. Speaker, this is an immense bill in another way. I
have deait with the power that will be lef t to a group of
small men who are responsible from then on to no one but
themselves. They have the power to allocate and ration.
These powers apply to petroleum, petroleum products,
secondary petroleumn produets such as plastics, alternative
fuels-which incidentally are not specifically defined in
the bill-anything capable of being used as a fuel, any
product from anything capable of being used as fuel, coal,
coal products, electrical power and probably following
from that, any electrical power products. This board is to
be a powerful board. Perhaps in an emergency, such
powers are necessary, but that emergency must be
demonstrated.

* (2110)

The principal powers of the board will relate to dates of
allocation, to apportiofiment of product to wholesalers, to
assigning of supplies to wholesalers, to storage control and
prices to wholesalers, to market area determination and so
on. Then, cornes this omnibus part of clause 16, which
always frightens me, which says that the board rnay
undertake any other action that "the board considers
necessary for the purpose of carrying out a rnandatory
allocation program ... ". That covers a whole host of
actions which may or may not be justified by circum-
stances of the day. That is why we must be careful. It is
flot that the government may not need these powers at
some time; rather, it is that the government ought flot to
have these powers ail the time. That is the principle which
concerns me.

Other speakers have indicated that once this declaration
regarding a national emergency is made, statutes such as
the Combines Investigation Act, the National Energy
Board Act, environment statutes, the Transport Act, the
Motor Vehicle Transport Act as well as other acts are to be
superseded. The rights and duties of citizens, together
with their burdens and benef ifs under these acts, are to be
superseded by f ive faceless men who are flot elected and
who are responsible only f0 the minister. I think that is a
lot to ask parliarnent to give away. For that reason, we
must look carefuliy at the principle behind this bill.

Members have spoken about the power of the board f0

alter supply confracts, f0 impose whoiesale rationing, and
so on. It is important for the House and country f0 know
the extent of these powers and the industries and people
in Canada which could be directly controlled under the
emergency powers conferred by this bill, emergency
powers which, as 1 said, any goverfiment should have if
there is an emergency. This governrnent has flot estab-
lished thaf emergency.

The activities of the board could affect forestry and
uranium rnining, minerai fuel mines, the rubber industry,
synthetic textile milis, f abric preparing milîs, the carpet,
mat and rug indusfry, linoleum and coafed f abric indus-
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