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1944 to provide the court with three judges
instead of two, but that increase has proved
to be insufficient to cope expeditiously with
the business coming before the court. It is
feît that it is desirable to mako ail possible
efforts to have litigation disposed of in an
expeditious manner.

Moreover, it is felt that with one more
judge on the court it will be possible to restrict
the calîs being made on judges of provincial
courts to, preside over or take part in royal
commissions, special boards or other agencies
it may become necessary to set up from time
to time to deal with matters; which cannot
corne before the courts in the usual way but
which require to be considered in the judicial
and strictly impartial way that characterizes
the tvork of oui courts of justice.

lion. mneilbers have from tiîno to time
expressed concero over the fact that, especiallv
during the war, it was considered necessai'v
te take judges aw'av from thieir ordinary duties
and ask them 10 assume other important
functions foi' the state which it was necessary
te hav e discharged by gentlemen cf theiî'
calibre and repute. I have always sharcd that
concern. But other functions needed to be
discharged. and it secrned te bc in the interest
of the state that tlîey be disclmrgd hy te
perscns best fittcid te convince lte public thal
lhey wcre being discharged in an impartial,
corrpetent anti objective way.

Siiii-*ar situations will probabiy continue te
arise, but 1 hope that with an additional .iudge
on tho excebequ '1 court bondi it will hc possible
te draw moue frcqîiently from that bench and
le"s frequentlv lake frein their ordinary
ludicial dîîtics the .iudg-es cf the provincial
courts.

''ie second part cf the resolution deals with
judges' salaî'ics. The salaries now hcing paid
are tliosac whicli wvrre fixed in 1920. 1 tbink
it is fair .teo ,.) v that thoso salaries are ccly
about two-thirds as high as Ihese being paid
foir lilce publie service in any cf the ceunitries
ivihere titi administration cf justice is rnodclled
on lthe British Wvtt.Xhat is piopoesud bere
evilI muako seme improvement. If we takee 100
as tihe in o f the salaries prevailing generally
in tho'.c cunîrics wheî'e the courts are
1odu1lie d on the British system, cur judiuial
salaries at the pre'.ent tinte would rate about
66.

M\r. BJIACKEN: Wýhat coitotries dors the
îninistu r refcr Ie?

Mr. ST. LATTRENT: Tîte United Kingdomn.
cuuntrics of thle Biitish commonwealth and
the Unitpd States of Amnerica ail cf which

[NIr. St. Lamuent.]

have courts rnodelled more or less on the
British system. The provision now being
proposeel would bî'ing our rate 119 te about 88.
Il is suggested that it is time that this should
ho donc. Those hon. members who were here
in 1929 will probably remember that this
matter î'ereived serieus consideration at that
lime, hut a depression overtook the country
and it was felt that it wns not the proper time
te <'onsider judicial salaries. Many people
consider that this increase is long overdue.
Foi' at least tw'enty years the Canadian bar
,a,,-sudation bias been uirging that Ibis malter
ho doutÂt with by parliament. The last cern-
niîttee appoinîrd by the Canadian bar
association te deal with the matter looks asQ
if it might be a standing comrnittee of Ibis
bouse. 0f the six memboîs comprising the
commitîc, one is the hion. member for
Vancouvor South and anetheî', the hion.
inember for Lake Centre.

Mr. GREEN: 1 was net on ltat committce;
I was nevcî' callod in te any of the commitcee
meetings.

Mr. ST. LAURENT: I have a list of the
itiemberai- cf the committce and I recel:
"Iloward C. Green, M.P., Rogers Building,
Vancotuver?"

Mr. GREEN: I Nvas neyer ecîleel te a
meeting.

Mr. ST. LAIIJRENT: 1 hope cIliermmtr
cf the comm-it tee baveo been more active titan
the bon. memibet' foi' Vancouîver Southi.

Mr. GREEN: I nover even get notice cf
any meceting.

Mr'. ST. LAUR ENT: Perhiaps they had sîîeh
confidence iii the Minister of Justice that tltey
did neot feel thiat an',' further meetin.,s were
î'eqiîired sinco lte annual meeting cf last
stimmet'. Two ether members of lthe cm-
mnittee are thte lion. member for Stanstead
(Mr. Hackett) anti the bon. membet' for St.
Anleine-Wc'.tmoiint (Mr'. Abbclt).

But etuite, soriously titere is ne doubt that
%vc are aIl hitgill' appî'cciatjve cf the -ert ices
i'cntered te lthe sîcte by the Indicial body'.
Tite salar ies tat are being paid aI tIti, tintie
are tiiose that wcte fixed in 1920. Personallv
I feel tîtat lthe, are ont ef lino. net onI\' w'îth
wliat are lthe salaries eeire, but nI-o -with
w bat prex'til-t for- salaries ande income in our
oN n cotînti-'. Tîte stuggestion is, now tuat
titere is being seine relaxation in the controis
cxe ictiugeç; and salaries. titat a provt-zion
w hic viii t'orne mbt elTeet on Jatîuary 1.
1917. w ili nol ho ot of lino w lth wh:tt w ili


