
3310 COMMONS
Mobilization Act-Mr. Crete

the province of Quebec te the effect that
national registration would neyer be used
for the purpose of enforcing conscription.

These pledges are associated with very
unpleasant memories, for, in that same year
1917, a conscription measure was adopted by
the Canadjan parliament.

I do nlot intend to recaîl the events of this
melancholy period, which bas left gaping
wounds in the bearts of Canadians.

On November 11, 1918, the belis of ail our
churches were pealing the news of the sus-
pension of hostilities. An armistice had been
signed. The civilized world, shaken in its very
foundations, grieving the loss of millions of
buman beings, deprived of its historical
treasures and its wvealth, returned te its normal
occupations. Ail the nations of the world
wuerc ucanimous in their resolve that the war
just ended should be the last.

During the first few years after the signing
of the Versailles treaty, flic Canadian people
courageouýs1y resuîncd its march towards its
idcals, silently griex ing the loss of thousands
cf their sons fallen in strange lands.

In 1922, in Ottawa, the yearly cstimates of
the Departmnent cf National Defence were
ruduced by 212 million dollars. Our country
wagcd tbis pacifist campaign for the next 15
years. But, in the 1937, the national defence
estiiates were cocsiderably iccrcased. A new
programme was annoucced. whicbi included the
reorganization of our military, naval and air
forces. This step led the warlikce nations of
Europe to beliex o that, followicg their
examiple, wc were forsaking the Versailles
formula for the pricciple cf armed peace.

This new trend resulted in a livcly reaction
from tbe people and a certain section of the
press. Even in the House cf Commons, somne
lion. members uttered cnergctic protcsts
against steps whichi were interpreted as pre-
liminary preparations for participation in a
future European -war.

Reassurances wero then givon the Canadian
people. The governmnent stated, througbi its
best authorized ministers, that these heavy
military expenditures w'ould be devoted
exclusively to the national defence, to the
defence cf Canada only.

In 1938, Canada was taking a greater part
than ever in the armament race. Military
estimatos soared still higber. New protests
on the part cf some members wlio claimed that
as long as the federal parliament neglected to
amecd the Militia Act in such a way as ta
incorporate in if some clause establishing
Canada as our first line of defence, it would
be useless to talk cf national defence and that,
under certain circumstances, tbe military
estimates voted by parliament for the defence
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of Canada could be used, at some future date,
te promote aur participation in a foreign war.

In 1939, the increase in aur war appropria-
tions took on greater and more alarmieg
proportions. Almost one huedred million
dollars for war purpeses. There were renewed
pretests on the part cf those wbe believed
Canada ivas definitely committed to n course
of action leading te war and who stated that
military preparations would inevitably lead
te war, that war meant aur participation in
it, that sucb participation would become extra-
territorial, that extraterritorial participation
would require tbe sending of men and war
equipment everseas, tbat any expeditionary
force of ours would need reinforcements, and
that the organizatien cf these reinforcements
was predicateýd on the heavy recruîting of
men wbieb wciîld lead in the end to conscrip-
tion for overseas service, whieb wc are now
being asked f0 adopt. AIl this, it must bu
noted, xvas said way bacît in 1939.

Is tbis net. Mr. Speaker, a, brief but truc
description cf the course we bave followed
since 1937? Cranting tbis, wbo can state
now tbiat once tbe government bias the power
to eonscript men, it will net do se?

Mr. GAUTHIER: No one.

Mr. CRETE: 0f xx'bat wortb arc the
assurances being given us in crder te weakec
opposition to tbis measure?

W lhaveo becri at war now for over twc
and a baîf years. Our total population does
not excced eleven and a biaîf million inbabi-
tacts. Neverthclcss, over four bundred
thousancl cf our mec have enlisted for over-
secs service. We supply focd te tbe allied
nations. We furnisbi tbcmn war equipmect and
food in enormous quantities. Wie are taxed
acd rctioced as xxe have neyer been in our
bistory. We bave just made Britaîn a gift
cf one billion dollars. Our financial cnd
economie resourees are pledged for gcnerc-
tiens te come. Our remaining youtb cre
mobilized for the duration. Apparentlv aIl
this does not couint, sicce we are asked, as
danger tbreatens us, to authorizo censcription
for overscas service.

Mr. Speaker, Canadians cf Englisbi ccd
French descent bave lived togetber in tbis
couctry for almost 200 years. Ie this most
critical of times, lut us remember tbese wbc
first settled on tbis Canadian lcnd, w-be cul-
tivated it and willed it te us as aur most
precieus beritage. Let us remember their
sacrifices and tbeir bcrdsbips. Let us neyer
forget tbe courage witb whicb tbey dcfended
this country on twe memorable occasions.
Let us recaîl the collective efforts we Cana-
dians bave made sînce 1760 te, safeguard
Canada. acd develop bier catural resources.


