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the 65 seats in the Rhodesian Legislative Assembly. These educational and
property qualifications are so high in terms of conditions in Rhodesia that only a
very small percentage of the Africans in Rhodesia qualify to vote for these 50
seats. The qualifications of the remaining 15 seats are lower and all but one are
now occupied by Africans. However, 14 seats out of 65 is a long way short of a
majority. Mr. Smith and his followers have made it plain that they did not
expect Africans to become the majority of the electorate in their lifetime. It
seems clear that the Smith government made its illegal declaration because Mr.
Smith and his followers were unwilling to accept the basis which would assure
the attainment of a fair political voice to the majority of the population within
a reasonably short period rather than the very long and indefinite period
desired by the illegal government of Mr. Smith. They knew that the consent of
the people of Rhodesia as a whole required by Britain would not be given to
independence based on the 1961 constitution as it stood.

Public opinion in Canada and other Commonwealth countries could not
contemplate as a fellow member a country which practised discrimination not
only through the franchise but in a variety of ways. Rhodesian legislation keeps
for the exclusive use of white settlers much of the best agricultural land in
Rhodesia. The illegal régime has imposed press and radio censorship of increas-
ing intensity. Hundreds of Africans, and one white Rhodesian, have been
interned or restricted without trial for political reasons.

I should point out that the Rhodesian crisis threatens not only relations
within the Commonwealth but also Western relations with Africa in general,
good relations between the races all over Africa, and stability within African
countries. Economic development is being threatened by this instability and by
trade dislocation resulting from the necessary economic sanctions. This is not
only damaging to Africa but to Western economic relations with that continent
both in the short and long term.

Another basic reason why Canada is applying economic sanctions to
Rhodesia is that such means are much preferable to the use of force which is
always to be avoided if possible.

I can say to the committee that the possible use of force in certain
situations in this matter must be regarded with the gravest concern. It is not
merely a question of police action; this is a situation that could have implica-
tions and consequences far beyond the mere exercise of police power.

Military operations could have explosive effects on the whole of Africa and
grave international repercussions. The British have not precluded the use of
force to restore law and order in Rhodesia, but the British government has
declared that it is unwilling to use force in existing circumstances, and this is
a matter where the British government alone is constitutionally responsible.

The sanctions campaign against the illegal regime which has only been in
operation for a relatively short time, as I stated in the House of Commons, has
not produced the swift results that some had expected but there is no doubt
that the sanctions are adversely affecting the Rhodesian economy. How long it
would take for this campaign to produce the desired result I do not know. It is a
field in which predictions are inherently difficult. In this case also, the result



