
and regulatory principle for the central issues of the day - issues of war and peace, of
religion and politics, of power and wealth, of ethics, and of systemnic order.

Above ail of order. Order was the prerequisite for the more 'liberal' states as they
sought the optimum conditions for tirade within Europe and increasingly i the new
worlds beyond European borders. More inimediately order was the primary concern
of those seeking to make systemic sense of a fragmenting European continent i the.
wake of years of religious and geo-political enmity. Predictably in this new age the
order question was asked most directly and profoundly i relation to the modem
idividual - modem rational man. But the question was asked within a decidcdly pire-
modem context - of man and god - or, more precisely, of man released from the

strictures of god and mediaeval religion.

Ini this context most major l7th century voices were raised i favour of the freedom of
religion, but with an extremely brutal war of religion still firmly i mid the question
of individual freedomn became itrinsically linked to, the question of the implications
of freedom. for broader social order. AccoirdinLylv. familiar tensions emereed on


