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electoral success of independents, as well as their numbers, attest to
the importance of this factor. ln a 1997 poil conducted by the Institute
for Sociological, Political and Legal Research Centre for Ethnic
Relations, the biggest factor infiuencing the 1996 electorate in their
votes for mayors and city councillors was personality.9

Ethnicity is also an important factor in electoral politics. The most
numerous ethnic groups are ethnic Macedonians, who form about 67
percent, and ethnic Aibanians, who form about 23 percent of the
population. There are a number of smail but significant minorities
including Turks, Roma, Serbs, and Muslims. Most ethnic Aibanians live
in a triangular area in the north-west of the republic, adjacent to the
borders of Aibania and Kosovo, or in the capital Skopje.


