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INTRODUCTIQIN

Since the early 1 990s, Canada's China policy has shifted both fromn an earlier period
(1968-1988) of 'tspecial relationship" and the immediate post-Tiananmen shock to a more
pragmatic approach of engagement and dialogue. This approach has been based on a
more realistic assessment of China's role in the Asia-Paciflc region and its potentials as
an emerging global power, and Ottawa's ability to apply its "soft power'" to influence
events, in particular in seeing a growing and responsible China that is crucial to regional
stability in the years to corne, hence promoting Canadian values and interests, viz.,
international and regional order, human security, and increased opportunities for trade


