
8. We see a particular need to strengthen Africa's ability to prevent and ease conflict, as 
highlighted in the UN Secretary General's recent report. We will look for ways to enhance the 
capacity of Africa-based institutions to provide training in conflict prevention and peacekeeping. 
We also need to consider further ways to respond to the exceptional needs of poor post-conflict 
countries as they rebuild their political, economic and social systems, in a manner consistent with 
democratic values and respect for basic human rights. In addition to immediate hwnanitarian 
assistance: 

we recognise the need for technical and financial assistance in creating strong democratic 
and economic institutions, supporting good govemance alongside  programmes of 
macroeconomic and structural reform supported by the IMF and World Bank. We call on 
the World Bank to play a strong role in co-ordinating bilateral and multilateral assistance 
in these areas; 

we also agree on the need to consider ways for debt relief mechanisms, including the 
HIPC initiative where appropriate, to be used to release more and earlier resources for 
essential rehabilitation, particularly for those countries with arrears to the IFIs. 

9. A crucial factor in ensuring sustainable development and global growth is an efficient energy 
market. We therefore endorse the results of our Energy Ministers' Meeting in Moscow in April. 
We shall continue co-operation on energy matters in the G8 framework. We recognise the 
importance of soundly based political and economic stability in the regions of energy production 
and transit. With the objective of ensuring reliable, economic, safe and environmentally sound 
energy supplies to meet the projected increase in demand, we commit ourselves to encourage the 
development of energy markets. Liberalisation and restructuring to encourage efficiency and a 
competitive environment should be supported by transparent and non-discriminatory national 
legislative and regulatory frameworks, with a view to establishing equitable treatment for both 
government and private sectors as well as domestic and foreign entities. These are essential to 
attract the new investment which our energy sectors need. We also recognise the importance of 
international co-operation to develop economically viable international energy transmission 
networlcs. We shall pursue this co-operation bilaterally and multilaterally, including within the 
framework and principles of the Energy Charter Treaty. 

10. Considering the new competitive pressures on our electric power sectors, we reaffirm the 
commitment we made at the 1996 Moscow Summit to the safe operation of nuclear power plants 
and the achievement of high safety standards worldwide, and attach the greatest importance to the 
full implementation of the Nuclear Safety Account grant agreements. We reaffirm our 
commitment to the stated mission of the Nuclear Safety Working Group (NSWG). We agreed to 
deepen Russia's role in the activities of the NSWG, with a view to eventual full membership in 
the appropriate circumstances. We acknowledge successful co-operation on the pilot project of the 
International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) and consider it desirable to continue 
international co-operation for civil nuclear fusion development. 

11. The greatest environmental threat to our future prosperity remains climate change. We 
confirm our determination to address it, and endorse the results of our Environment Ministers' 
meeting at Leeds Castle. The adoption at Kyoto of a Protocol with legally binding targets was a 
historic turning point in our efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. We welcome the recent 
signature of the Protocol by some of us and confirm the intention of the rest of us to sign it within 
the next year, and resolve to make an urgent start on the further work that is necessary to ratify 
and make Kyoto a reality. To this end: 

we will each undertake domestically the steps necessary to reduce significantly 
greenhouse gas emissions; 
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