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(d) tocollate and circulate information concerning the application of the Harmonized System;

(e) on its own initiative or on request, to furnish information or guidance on any matters
concerning the classification of goods in the Harmonized System to Contracting Parties,
to Members of the Council and to such intergovernmental or other international
organizations as the Committee may consider appropriate;

() to present Reports to each Session of the Council concerning its activities, including
proposed amendments, Explanatory Notes, Classification Opinions and other advice;

(9) to exercise such other powers and functions in relation to the Harmonized System as the
Council or the Contracting Parties may deem necessary.

2. Administrative decisions of the Harmonized System Committee having budgetary implications
shall be subject to approval by the Council.

Article 8

Role of the Council

1. The Council shall examine proposals for amendment of this Convention, prepared by the
Harmonized System Committee, and recommend them to the Contracting Parties under the
procedure of Article 16 unless any Council Member which is a Contracting Party to this
Convention requests that the proposals or any part thereof be referred to the Committee for
re-examination.

2. The Explanatory Notes, Classification Opinions, other advice on the interpretation of the
Harmonized System and recommendations to secure uniformity in the interpretation and
application of the Harmonized System, prepared during a session of the Harmonized System
Committee under the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article 7, shall be deemed to be approved by
the Council if, not later than the end of the second month following the month during which that
session was closed, no Contracting Party to this Convention has notified the Secretary General
that it requests that such matter be referred to the Council.

3. Where a matter is referred to the Council under the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article, the
Council shall approve such Explanatory Notes, Classification Opinions, other advice or
recommendations, unless any Council Member which is a Contracting Party to this Convention
requests that they be referred in whole or part to the Committee for re-examination.

Article 9

Rates of Customs duty

The Contracting Parties do not assume by this Convention any obligation in relation to rates of
Customs duty.

Article 10

Settlement of disputes

1. Any dispute between Contracting Parties concerning the interpretation or application of this
Convention shall, so far as possible, be settled by negotiation between them.



