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. MAUVAIS VERS -

Dix officie'rs se reconnaîtron't-iis dans les lignes suivantes.

'.Léger comme an oisèaù-chanteur,

Le froid, le chaud, il les dédaigne!

Pour lui, nulle chape de laine,

Notre futur ambassadeur

Se. fait de grandes illusibns.

I I su& ët besogné â foison,

- Et 'p'uis, nulle chape '61tra-cHaudè,

Qhoiqu'auEast Block il soit ^

:.Nulle barriére,sem6le arrêter

-Son elan vers- l'immort4lit6.

•"Cu'â Dieu'üe plaise!n dit-il, outrél

A l'offre d'un pqste-d_'Att4ché...,...

" Accepterait-il' la Turquie?

Notre homme cette fois;, casiconquis,

Avec le bey, doors et déjâ;

Se-voit en tenue d'.apparat.

Désire :la, Françe,. puis le Pérou,

. :R'ejéte.les deux, et.nous rend-,fous. :

'`Se dit blessé d'être meconnu,

Et vante partout ses vertus.

< -Si:coter sa: pleine valeur

Est défeindu'par` là püdeûr,'

Notre homme est coupable cent fois,

Mais. innocent devant la loi.

On ëssaie'de le`mettré au pas;

Faire le beau ne lui plaît pas.

Veut toujours mieux, attend son dû,

Ptiis déjà vieux, sourd et chenu,

Doit s'contenter du Zanzibar,

Voi.lâ• l'e sort -des matamores.
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LIZARDS•BRING LUCK IN :FHIENDLY LAOS

As the plane circled to land at Vientiane I-saw a sleepy
ton strung out'- along- thé Mekbng^^river witFi' hilis in, the
background : It all 'loôkéd chaTming. Everyone 'at the airport
seemed'glad to sée me and a friendly feeling permeâtes.the-
entire Canadi'an colonj+ here: 'It is'partly this'that makes
Vientiane such "a nice place to be. -Therè "is absolutely: r►o
bickéring," no'disgrùntled persons and'everyone seems quite
content to be here and'to^bé•doing a good job.ofwork.

The la'otian Gâvernment buiilt- a new building for an' office

(later it wilFbe used as a school). It"consists of aboùt-.10

rooms•'leâding-ôff a"wide veranda. The rooms connect or- you

can walk along this verandà. The bûilding^(as are'- most'hére),

is raised up on cement 'pillars about 10'=above-.grourid-because

of the heavy:rains during the rainy season beginning-•,in May. •

The roomsare'àll light and'ai'ry. The partitions-arè of
woven bamboo;' the floors ' .of wide boards covered with -b'riglitly
coloured straw mats. We look out onto some Laotian houses;:ând

as Laotians do most of their living out of doors, and as the

road neârhÿ'shows a, steadÿ'stream of'mwater-•buffalodrawn

carts; bicycfes, Jeeps, trucks and 'sô on, it -is' sômetimes'

hard -tô' concentraté on _tÿping. The ôffice^ 'furniture was

su'pp'liéd by' the French and is• ^uité adequate.-Thérè is

usual'lÿ a breézé às our ôffices"ar'e on^the second-floor
lével': At the `pTesent time we work frôm 8:30 t6 1 and-go

ba.ck âfter 'lunch and stâÿ'until around 6:30 or 7:00 if there

is-much •wôrk. That' is : about as long as anyone cân -work":here.; -^

as ttie'héat is too enervating.'4Ve all také`à siesta during:.

the afternoon and feel it•if'we don't. We work^Saturdaÿs in`.

the morning onlÿ; althoügh' las't Saturdaÿ we worked`in thé.
afternoori âlso. = it a1l-'depends on how- much work théré is, to-
do. . .

'The staff live'in . varioüs places.- Mr: R9ayrand" and -Général
Morton have a housè. 'Mr. Bàllachéÿ and • a couple 'of `the> ôthers',

also live in a housé,`"but 'e-at 'witli' ûs: The. senior. -ârmy=
officers live.abovè theméss:"The' rest' of üs'live:iwwhat'
is knôwn as the'"Bungalow". Actually it is,-.a-hôtel; twô^
storeÿs-, set"in' its own grounds and not at â11, bad;. A number,
of Pales and-Indians live here "also. We all eat at thé''army

méss" which is' aboiit` half' a block -away, frôin the 'Bungalow. ;. It
is divided into two parts - one for' the" NC.O.'s ' :ënd the -othér
for the Officers and External personiièl.'The>samekitchén:.
and'staff serve*both.-The Gfficér's mess is a large room

with dirüng'table. at one end and, easy^ ch'âirs' at- t}ic-= other
with à`widé sçrèened- véTsndà rünning all `around' the outside.'
I.is bi^ight`.and quité' chéerÿ. Thereis- a move on 'foô Jt ü'st


