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contrast to Canadian parliaxnentary practice abstention is a definite
voting position in the UN, most freguently reflecting support for some
elements of a resolution and opposition to others. Our credibility
requires such an approach. Without credibi2ity any contribution we
are able to make toward peace will be severely diminished.

Conclusions on the Peace Process

In discussing the Arab-Israeli dispute and the contribution
Canada umight make to assist in its resolution, 1 have stressed that
goals of mutual understanding and4 comnpromise can only be achieved
through goodwill, xoderation and the willingness ta malçe difficu1t
compromises. The history of the Middle E.ast in this century has sbown
tliat these goals are not easily obtaina.ble because convictions are
deeply beld and emotions run high. Ilowevez-, the change in Arab attitudes
toward Israel in the past decade and the more recent transform~ation
of relations between Israel and Egypt demonstrate that very real
progress can be made.

Even a comprehensive peace between Israel and ber Arab
neighbours will not result in perfect staX>ility in that regioi. Internai
stess and strains wil1 continue in various countries. as will


