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What the government can do directly. is limited; to a great
extent its role is educational, :

During the past few years we have been studying
the nature of the problem in co-operation with ‘employer and
labour groups and with provincial governments. We have
been trying to pbromote positive action, .

employment Insurance Commission called the: National Employment
Committee, During the summer of 1953 this Committee conducted

oo dlast winter the Federal Department of Labour
sponsored a series of radio broadecasts designed to encourage
the~public,vindustry.and business to co-operate in efforts
to increase winter employment by doing as much: as: possible
in the way of maintenance, redecorating,.ronpvating.and
purchasing of supplies during the winter: . The speakers
included.employers, union leaders and a woman commentator
I'epresenting the average householder. ' As Minister of Public
Works I was particularly dinterested in the three broadcasts
dealing with the construction industry. The report of the
National.Employment Committee laid great emphasis on both
the need for and the possibility of increasing winter employ-
ment din this industry, which employs so many workers all
across Canada and which has always had a serious seasonal
unemployment problem. eJudl Tl (o - .

pt '~ In March of this year, for' instance, more than one-
third of all male applicationsvtorﬂimployment on hand at
National Employment Service offices were made by skilled

and unskilled construction workers. ' In August of 1954 only
about one-sixth of the total number of-applications were

made by construction workers,

- In the past this industry used to close down al-
together for three or four months each'year and even now
there are more than 25 per cent fewer men employed in winter
than in summer, : Splliisd

In his radio broadcast Mr. Raymond'Brunet, a past
President of the Canadian Construction:Association, empha-

18ized.that construction work can be carried on during the

‘winter, and that the preference for carrying it on during
the summer is largely a matter of habit and custom, What
1s needed is ¢close co-operation between owners, architects
and the contractor so that outside work ean be completed
and buildings closed in before cold weather setsg $A. 711
this is done, construction costs will be no greater than in
Summer. This was proved in an interesting experiment carried



