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Does .Prohibition Prohibit ?
According to certain police reports prohibition in

Canada is not serving the purpose expected of it by
i.ts advocates. Decrease in crime was one of the
good things assured, especially certain phases of'
crime that are commonlly snpposed to be, the direct
conSequences of drink-drnkenness and immor-
ality. While drunkenness, as the terni was under-
stood in pre-prohibition days, lias decre-ased a new
f orm of drunkenness, more virulent and more dang-
erous, is. fast taking its place. We refer to the
results of drinking the decoctions sold as spiritous
liquors in "blind pigs" and by "b ootleggers, two
drinlis of which will knock a man out.' This liquor
lias the samne debasing effect on the mentality of
the victimi as cocaine, opium and other kinds of
dope. As a matter of 'fact; it is dope of the worst
kind, and it makes the step to imimorality a very
short one. Truc friends of temperance cannot help
but feci alarmed at the increase in this class Of
mental deterioration and crime which is so insidions
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in its working as to be difficuit of d-etection until the
victim is ready for the lu.natic asylum or jail. If
police statisties, are correct, and there is 11o rea-son
to doubt thexn, prohibition, so f ar as preventing cer-
tain crimes in Canada lias been a failure. Wc wonder
if certain of the prohibitionists do not sometimes, get
drunk with their own impetuosity and whule in that
state get carried away from the realms of common-
sense and good judgment. The average citizen is
a temperate man who is desirous of providing for
and prote cting those dependent npon him, couse-
quently lie will resent any propaganda that adds
to the dangers of the streets and increases the cost
of protection. And crime is on the increase in
maniy urban centres that are "dry" in spite of the
extra precautions of our usually' efficient police
forces. This means larger police forces and in-
creased taxation. We believe in temperance -

in ail things.

Mr. J. N. Bayne
Thc large host of f riends, inchuding municipal

men in cvery part of Canada, will join with us in
congratulating Mr. J. N. Bayne, Depjuty Minister
of Municipal Af fairs for Saskatchewan, on his pre-
ferment to one of tlie commissionships of the Local
Government Board of that Province. Wc also, con-
gratulate the Saskatchewan Government on its wis-
domn in making the appointment. It is 110W ten years
since Mr. Bayne took over the administration of
what was then a new departmnent and lie lias been
more than successful in his task. Prom tic first
lie made thc office a personal one-it was lis hobby
as welh as occupation. Always a student of muni-
cipal affairs and esscntially an idealist, Mr. Baync
set for lis department a higli standard whidli in thc
course of his ton years administration it not only
reached, but in the readhing thereof those who came
in conitact witli the Chief were impressed by lis
sense of duty and affcctcd by lis enthusiasm. He
had vista and understanding.

>Under Mr., Bayne's guidance every foot of the
Province, whichlihas an area of 250,650 square miles,
lias been dividcd into seven cities, seventy-hyve towns,
three hundred and thirteen villages, anj tliree hunl-
dred rural municipalities, made up of nine towii-
sbips ecd. Surely a record for one man, but as
thougli this was not enougli, lic, travellcd
thousands of miles to stndy a~t fîrst hand the latest
deVelopment .in civie aff airs in other parts of Can-
aqda and in the United States, so that municipal
Saskatchewan may be up-to-date.

As Commissioner of the Saskatchewan Local Gov-
ernment Board Mr. Bayne will stifi be assoeiated
with the municipal if e of tie Province, and we trust
with tic municipal hife of the Dominion. Tic suc-
Cessor of Mr. I3ayne is Mr. J. J. Smith, who pre-
vious to lis appointment as _Wild Lands Tax Coin-

missioner, had been Mr. Bayne 's Deputy. We wish
Mr. Smith ahi success.
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