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ernnient and differeet methods by which mnuicipal'affairs
can be administered, it biecomes very clear, as the time
goes by, that, if the electors best qualified by experience
and business ability, will take the interest which they
ought to take in their municipal government, which is
after ail the government that affecýts tbeir weil-being and
their comfort more directiy than any other, there is no
reason why, under almost any form of government, the
wvork of a municipal organization should flot be carried
on succesâfuily.

The work in our municipal offices is steadily increas-
ing in efficiency, and our- municipalities areý showing good
judgment in continuing their secretary -treasurersý in office
from year tu year, as there is nothing that makes for
success ln such work so much as the experience galned
from- years of service. .If a secretary-treasurer lias the
ability to, handie his work at ail, each year's experience
makes hlmi a better officiai.

Drawbacks of Separate City Charters.
Ail of our cities are, stili admoinistering their affairs un-

der their own separatp charters. The carrying on of busi-
rïcss in this way has many drawbacks whicli are obvious,
but attention might be drawn to the fact that this method
of municipal government niakes it imnpossible for any uni-
formity of legisiation, and frequentiy permits of cities
being aliowed to do certain things which are really against
their beat interests, because certain powers are asked for,
and the ground is taken that if the cities wish sucli legis-
lation, it is nobody's particular business teoabject.

Il woulti appear toe be !n the best interests of aJi our
cities to have a general City Act placed on the Statutes
for ail the cities in the province, if it is at ail possible
to do so.

Dujring the period covered by this report, several amend-
ments were made to the different City charters at the
session of the Legisiature which ciosed on April 5th, 1917.
As niight be expected, these ainendnients refer largely
to the qunestion of finance. The three cities of Edmonton.
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