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of tJniformity M& Provincial Legisiation
of Address by C. F. Campbell, of Campbell &
r, Barristers, Vancouver, Before the Credit Men's
iation, April 27, 1916.

iiovement for uniformity at present is strong and
n popular interest. The two great classes who
in support are, first, the financial men, mnanufac-
jobbers whose business necessarily extends over

ovinces, and second, the legal profession. The
is, of course, actuated mainly by ordinary com-

terests, but the lawyers, I am reluctantly driven
AV ac .ua e u JAVJy yJ 1,~.

iich has for the most par

In Quebec the mere mention of uniformity arouses
alarm.e

The French civil code has been the rule there for nearly
300 years and any movement which stems to aim at its sub-
mergence in the rising tide of English law around its bor-
ders is regarded with 'suspicion.

There is, however, in thisý movement no thought of
compulsion. It is a matter of suggestion and education of
the various Legisiatures (if it is possible to educate Legis-
latures).

~chaacteizedthe egal Perhaps the greatest difficulty of ail is the pernicioust chraceried te lgalhabit that Legisiatures have of legislating in a haphazard
way on every possible occasion on the slightest provocation.

the movement, some of The smaller the Legisiature the more the legislation as a
tieved, and the outlook. result. In two years the IParliament of Canada passed 116
ied, we find that France Acts, British Columbia 166, Manitoba 244, Ontario 144,
;uccess on the system of Quebec 125, and so on in ail the provinces to a total of
.tes, which, like Canada, 1,178 public acts in two years. Many of such acts are often
*more local autonomy, ill-drawn, ill-considered and containing disturbing pro-

hese lines. France has visions. The average legisiator knows little and cares less
leutonic customary law, about the general fitness of things and the way his act or


