
TH E VXRSITY.

The next week %vas one of empty lecture-roonis and

crowded corridors, of arguing kilots anti haranguing
orators. The air xvas rife with all-niight caucuses ail(d
" literature.'' 1lcreza was rnnlch ado about Gýreek letters,

and i nconsistency. Most of tbc stuif w as poor aid paît ry,

the autfîorship of nasty innneîîida and attack conceah'd by

M ionvfllity. 'l'lie thin- cairne to ver ses and cartoons at

as t. Badges tlîer c were galore, aid ct iatt'chet'rs
for the ladies xvho wvaild xý'ar Jhcin. No wvor< was' iJolie

and two Satîls bsidt heniselves picking ont th bu ('oui

ilait tee o)f Moral Stiasion. I adeeti t hi 15wt riglitly lookedi

Ul)Oii as the ,reat reality in the Cit'CtioI. I t was theu

decidîng poxver. TIhoiagh the guileful (tîllicit fîad gi

the availablc roomns of Riclîinouid Hlall for the Uni ver sity

Party, MlacArtlhur, leader of« the Sttîiîlî'nts' Bruîte' Forceu,

cotilt siiiilt' sweetly as lie spoke of a plan) of actioni wliicf

woiild crush aIl scherning il) 1 itanit' grasp.

l'o tell of the great night. the 111i-11t of cleutians, I

sfîould have the solei fervour of a huiidred -raduates
and the fiery vigour of a legian of freshinen. I l<)W shal 1

do it justice !It wvas tht tinie whieî a'sthet icisi \vas flîing

off with stiff collars,' and tihe best of '\'arsity becaie

beautifiîlly barbarian. I t was th linolint it whei'i thle tît lu

Of ,fentleinan, so blovCd by 01(1 ladlies, yiehh'd to tIiat of

mai). Ni d wvas to give way ta mnat ter, anid thbu it

should stand forth as Carlyle wvould have liad the world

t1o, witliaît deceiving drcss. Trniy litre was loî'al calonir,

the blue and wihite warinlv t inteti witfi the pink of fiush,

anti, after a timie, daîîbetl \itfi a goodify rt't!

\Vhen 1 arrived nmaiîy of thc cli.tuip~ioi5 %vere alrca(iy

on, the field. Soie wvere i foot ball togs, the Rngby meni

laced up tighlîty for the first wvaitZ. ()therýis liai1 tlaiiiic

bags, anti \vere beinig seîved ni) ta th ichcii i t pac k

tliread -a siglît fi iiely miasculinie !Mcii kept tfrift ing i

fromn the coniif*tee roiîis at Cliiivrclf's or îipstairs, wvliere

tue partiles lielti thitir camp, commuiissariat and f osjiit aI.

Tbey sîîrveyeîf the scelle approviiigly. The ifoor of the

polliiig booth, the pass to victorY. \vas iiîidwvay l)et weci

the hiall entrance and tfie wvall. Settiiigý aside sonie boxed'

in pipes aîît a ratliator, thiere wvas cleanî chai gi ng gi ouiit

to tue mauch covcted coi ncr.
Shortly afler ciglit o'clock thie Uniiversity Brute Force

fiîed in, a stouit aîi( iîiiiic'rotis band, and took possession

of the poinît of vailtage. 'l'lie Stu , ents' leader gathiered

bis itieni--alas, too inany liad sfîîiiuîl thle wvar-and

banked thein tighitly again the Nvall. Ri sîng a inighîty

shout they urgred forwvard, a wedge to pry thicîr oppoiients

from tfîe door. Ia a moneiit the giierilias fitng tfieinselves

uipon thera, swaopiiig (lowni upon thli un protectctl flaiik.

Iri mad ciinchi tlîey camlle away, atii( rolet1 on the floor iii

xvrithing chamips. Soiiictiics a score wcre down at once.

It xvas a wviId figlit. Tue Studleats' coliaiii jaminied its van

steadily along the ivaîl, every man's aris locketi abolit bis

neigiior's waist ;and the big Uniiversity scriminagers tare

off the outsiders. Ilors de combat for a rubbing uie, tliey
plunged in more fiereiy than before ; yet saine of t le weak-

lings, banged and brinsed, liiiipcd to the piletl-up l)eacfes.

T1here surged the non.conibataiits, witfî cheers wheia

the attackers gained a foot, aîîd cotinter cheers wlhen the

doughty defenders heaved tfîemr back. And whîen hall a

dozen of the lighiter weights flung tlîemselves îîîîoa an Ajax

or Achihfes and dragged hini tiown, lîke hotnds upon a

stag of ten, sonie ia respectalble dress woultl be avercome

by the desire for bate, and liasteniiig to the back of the

hall, throw off their upper garmerits. For in the melee

wheni the mari could not be tagged from the mass there

was a reading of cioth, and irast of lus shirt or jersey

passed away without Ihlm, ta bie waved in tue mnurky

air like unto a conquered standard. Tus it wvas tliat

prize-fighting garb becaîne popular, and thiose flot stripped

by the eaerny were content ta strîp themselves. Sa loughit

itself out the first battle. At one time the door was almost

taken, but the power behiad the attackers was weakenîng.

Men fell away in dozens. Mortal determination is stili

iortal. 'l'li first hlli was over. Thle L'Univer sity cham-li
pions caine ont cavereti withi glory -saine \vitli little else.
It luat bcciî a flill aniîiiglity boir.

Thunci camie rOrsiieî f the (I li veIrsity Party
uoiniiiittei' rouais i kiiow iînhtsave eiihiisiastic lîcar-

la4. i t th liocatifga bothl su lus uiîîst ot' iieeds, have
beun inliiul the sanie, Ila ur baaija t-liai] big cool
Noi thei î Spies wenit dowiî witlî h)oiiiug, colle, and a lian-
tlred gallaiit fates sul it lutesou istiying sandichies.
'l'lic wved'y dliof)e( avur cha~irs, andt soile wvithl iair like
that af tlhe fîicurusqie I>.umani aftet a swîîuî, aiîd faces
sti caketi \vlthf swuaty 'oia ,at teinitu ta captivate the
licarts ai tiht gaodiesses beliinîd thli luiic-uoîiiiter. Upstairs
liaggartl-fact' I leadci-s scaiicu th li los, anid iii momnts
af %veakiiess wisbced tt'rvidly for cabs. I itlî sides Swallawed
tutur last iioitlîtîis, anti lreatuedlonaig, apei îig broatl
ulîests anI f eeliiîg tlir iinceps. 'Flc muomaent wvas at liant].

(>)f the' ast , t he' ,rea.t at tack t l re ('aine ta uic vivid
recollectiaiis, bat tliey iiake oîuly a lonîg anid broken iiin-
pi essiaui. Lt wvas a di gged ly foiiglit strîiggle f'or thle cornier,
the potsitionio nI 'iiiaiit ;atli'rîvisc i t wvas Nvitlut systeali
or ,overiiiii(,iit. Thbe Stlîd''iits' coiiii forîîîetf hf), anud
tîrove lîke a lîteiî-ai ipaii the defndiiig jiha'aiix.
[heu didt theu I Titans nilcet the po\vct s of (ilyipfian lave.
Great sfuaiildis anid cordeil ainus u'lased iii tierce cuuîbrace,

anti lroiîi pani îîg matithls caille f uriotis sfîoîti ags. Sti for
a loug lianr thlîrc wxas coinbfat, tfîe liii îd ta hajit t nîzie of
p)rimiit ive iii an.

Ili thue laIls cunld lic ficarif thte ieaih'iied tiîîkfiugs af
tfîe pianou at tue uend uf the hall, lor', wvlili' rtstiiug, tîte war-
riars inivakud th lic es The~lii sfs'ctators lan icreti uploi
one amiotfer, andi' at tîîîîes tlîe bî'iiufes <'r.uked anti 'aina
siuiasfiiig îiowvi îiider thîcir swvayig btirdeu. (iraîtiates
gluateuf t)vCi the glariuts aId tulet figlît, aiîl straigers
iiiai velled, feelin t wîtt'hs of' thfat natural aimîal wliich
evoltitioii caiuaot uiustroy.

But oiily froîîî w~itlii wvas tfîe Brute Force a reality.
'l'lic mnan \Viit pîi'lied fîiîst'lf inta tîte mdcce could alane
drinik tfie jay ai it, tfie great joy ai' lattle, Ihîcre in tfie
stifiug jauli lue cluuig ta fus lt'llo\vs, strainiuug forward.
Il is atnuiosf)fierc ivas sxvclteriiîg fîcat, onie of unaay breatîts,
of ai îîrk duîst, anîd streauiîuîg pers~piration. Ilis fead
thfrobbed, andt fiis cfiest wal s )1eaking la, but tfîe tierce ex-
citeuuîcat avercaiiie aIl elsc I le saw the sick, tfrawvî faces
of tliose la tIh' corner, and wfîiin lie fiî'ard tfîcîî cry for
t iuic above tue yellinîg and thle shfliiîg of nauy feet, he
fîCIel ta pufl tiieta ouît, pusfiiag biniiself lito their places
lie' fouglît oui, gasping, fls eager gaze fi xetl on tfîe longed-
t'or door. Ilis fuair fîaîîgs over fuis suîîartiîîg eyes, anît itt
fiis ioutfi trips bit ter sweat B3ut lue stil Ilifolds out, lut iîg
fils teetfî togetfier A luiawuiy armn works its hostile way
abhaut fis xvaist, buit a friciîdly gianît be4uiau hîlai wreîicfes
it away. Nowv the roaty f'iigers lack tficinselves about fils
aeck. This tinie tluey will îlot loasen. [le goes dowui, un
lus nostrils tfîe fiat andt salty reek of armipits, down rollîag
iii the rags lipouu thie dîîsty floor. Amid] shiotts of waraing
tfiey drag Iniai otît. But fils comirades speak wvords of
praîse, aîîd lie us cxafted ta the goîls.

The battle waged tiff alincst aidiulgt, and the hall was
shiakea tii] a great cake of Iceiling plaster tell, and was
heeded itot. But the door was îîot taken. Yet il was a
gloriaus defeat, anti tfîe songs wfîîcf wvent up about thte
Studeuits' pianoa were as jally as Ihiose n thie room îîpstairs.
There was more feasting, and then we wvent homie ta be
weary for mnauy days.

But, oh ye fresfiin of tfuis year, and ye toa, who shahl
write the double duck-egg after your names whea your time
cormes, forget not that these clections are whlat ye must
uraintaun, giving freely of pehf auid mîuscle ; for herein is
true glory, and a manly joy far exceeufing that whîich camnes
from first places on examnation lists, and vain positions
on class committees. For the most of such idIe pride is
litle more thuan ink and paper, but the Brute Force will
ever be a thing of flesh and blood.


