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Tiic Boston Index lias no mnanner of sympathy with the "lpurveyor of

siander," who is, wc are told, "no more entitled to, the respect of honour-
able men than is a thief." Commenting upon THE WICEK's position onthis question, however, the Index says: " If society were what it should be,
it would be less ready to listen to unsupported attacks upon character hy
irresponsible persons. The fact is, sucli attacks are often encouraged inthe supposed intercsta of religion and of political parties by mon whose
standing is good in Churcli and State. It is flot strange, therefore, that soniany unscrupulous journalists take advantage of their position to traduco
those who have offended them."

THE enthusiastic if nlot brilliant journalists who have hailed Mr.
(fladstone's resignation with effusion as a check to democracy in England
are, profanely speaking, somewliat Iltoo previous." A slight and ufipreju-
diced acquaintance with British politica would have taught these gentlemen
that nothing courd have a greater tendency to ensuro a Radical victory atthe next election than a period of Tory rule, which generally lias the
perplexing effect of îneddling and nhuddling domestic affairs, and of
throwing foreign politics into inextricable confusion.

IT is really amusing, moreover, to find somo Canadian papers assuring
us, in spite of our senses, that England lias been made contemptible in the
eyes of Continental nations by lier recent foreign policy. This is an opinion
which can only ho honestly lield by writers who do not remAd more of
European politics than is dished up in party organs. Disappointinent
there is amongst foreign statesînen who would see England liumbled, and
who saw in a possible war with Russia about a shadow an opportunity to
strike a rival of whoin they are jealous. The best proof that Mr. Glad-
stonec'm policy in this matter was riglit is to be found in the fact that the
verdict of those who speak the mother tongue the world over lias been on
England's side, and she stands better with them to-day and enjoys a surer
ineed of glory than bas happened to lier on some occasions when Englisli-
men wore more vainglorious. Let foreign journalists and disappointed
Tories rave as they may, the British Governumient, on tlie Russian
incident at any rate, carried with it the conscience of the civilizod world.
It is only an obsolete, and discredited polîcy whicli made the two countries
enemnios, noer can any unp)rejudiced Briton look back with auglit but shame
uponi the Berlin episode when Disraeli went into conference with the great
powers having a secret treaty iii bis pocket, and thon had the etfrontery to
call bis underliand barter "lPeace wiùli Honour."

IlBETWEFN the devil and the deep sea "-that, Bays the London Spec-
lator, is the position of the English Tories, and facts would seemi to indicate
the truth of the assertion. To retain office tliey must do the bidding oftheir liereditary foes: to refuse governnentai, portfolios would ho to con-fess thetnselves timid and factious. Neither in Tory nor in Radical mile
can there lie stable and statesmanlike government in England ab present.The only solution of the difficulty, judged at this distance, would appear toho a coalition of the moderato Conservatives and Liberals.

DAYLIGHT halls, which have already become popular in Paris, are, wounderstand, to ho introduced at several great houses during the comingLondon season. The Baronese Adolplie do Rothschild and soveral niembersof the foroign nohility have particularly interested tliemselves during thepast month or so in this idea, which has all the charmi of novelty, and lias,partly in consequence no doubt, enjoyed not a little success. But we donot share the opinion of sorne of its enthusiasts that day halls will evereclipse or even rival in popularity tliose lield at an hour more convenient,
if not more natural.

IT will probahly be a surprise to inost people who know Mr. Sala, tohear that bis lectures have miot met with unqualified success in Austrahia.Indoed, a Melbourne writer declares the five lectures, or at least two orthree of them, delivered in that town to have l>een anything, but inspiritingaffairs. "lEchoos of tlie Week," says this discontented scribe, "lare ailvery wmell in the pages of the Illu8trated London News, but two niortal
boums of viva voce paragraplis aftem the saine fashiont is a quite too heavyform of evenilg's entertainment." It is very liard to helieve that "-G. A. S."could lie dull if lie tried, and we are strongly inclined to believe that thefailure of the lectures, if failure it was, should ho attributed to some extontto want of approciation on the part of bis Melbourne audience mather thanto, any deficiency on the part of the world.reniowned "lspecial"I of theDaiiy lelegrapi.

Fpw Englishmen, probably, have seen Mr. John O'Leary's littlepamphlet given before the " Young Ireland Society" and just puhlished, inregard to the dynamite outrages. -Fewý Englishmen know Mr. JohnO'Leary. Ho is only an old-fashioned Fenian. Hie edited the Iri8l&People fromn 1865 to 1867, took the sido of revolution very strongly, wassent to fifteen yeams' penal servitude for bis action, and was released oncondition of bis returning to England only after the oxpiraLi rn of bissentence. Ho wont homne full of bormor and indignation at the doptbs towhicb the cause for which lie risked bis liberty lias fallon. Hie is angry atdynamite. Stili a revolLîtionist, lie is not afraid to, tell lis people theirqfaulta, and to lay the full scourge on the backs of those who, by miserabl tviolence, do such barm. to the Irish namne. He now preaches more soif- tcontrol, a botter oducation, and more persistency, am a means towards the erovolution. Mr. John O'Leary bas, liowever, no following in Ireland. iNobody there wants to figlit. Few people there are really hormified at ldynamite. Mr. Pamnell is the real leader of the people, and tho one thing dl

hoe discourages is anything like a rising. The one thing lie cannot ho got
to discourage is assassination, dynamite explosions, the houghing of cattle,
and other sucli methods of agitation.

CORRESPONDENCE.

TO READERS AND COBBESPONDENTS.

Ail communications intended for the Editor must be adtlressed: EDITOR OF TEE WEEX,5l Jordan Street, Toronto.
Contributore wbo desire their MsS. returned, if not acceptood, mugt enclose stamp for thstpurpose.
T. J. DARcy, montrea.-The sen'timents and statements objected to are tbose of a contributor,"Carles," and THE WFEE cannot be held responsible for them. These colune areequally open to a refutatioîî, sliould Our correspondent desire that opportunity.

THE PROHIIBITION QUESTION.
To the Editor of The Week :

SIR, -May it flot; be possible, by a littie analysis, to get rid of seme of the mnists whichhave gathered about this vexed but momentous question, and lay bare the real issukii
involved ?

The word "'snmptuary" hlas of late been frequently applied to, the prohibitory legielIA'tien. The aim of the Prohibjtionists, however mistaken or unwise, surely differs toto coelfrom that which gave rise to the ancient stimptuary laws. No sane Prohibitioni8t weiiIdattempt or wish te regulate any one's personai or beuseioid expenses, or to imterfere With
luxury per se. Any effort ef this kind which may be the eutcome ef Prohibition is merSi>'incidentai to a mevement whose o'ne single aim is to reduce the frightful volume ef vice,crime and mnisery which aflicts modern seciety by cuttiog off its meat prolific source. 1it net; then both illegical and untair te create prejudice against a cause whjch is pnreYphilanthropic in its enigin, by the use ef an epithet whicb insinuates a design totâffY
different from that which ail know te be the real oee?

The parailel wbich soine have attempted te draw between drunkenness and intemper'auce in the use et other articles of food or drink, fails se paipabiy that eue cannot bilequestion whether those who use it are reaiiy serieus. When ever-induigence in t-l, orbeef or pastry. begins te transferm sensible mnen into gibbering idiots, wife.beating brutes,or quarrelseme and savage naniacs ; when it causes hundreds et theusands ef once resPee*table citizens te give up useful indnstry, te neglect or abuse their families, te pawn theithousehoid geods and ciothe themselves in fiith and rage, and te bring their wives aiidchildren te indescribable inisery, the parallel will begin te have force, and it May bie tiiofor patriots, philanthrepists and statesmen te, unite in seeking te devise a remedy. ptillthen, 1 submit, the resert te sucb modes ef argument but weakens the cause it is intended
te serve.

Much stress is laid by soine clergymen and others upon what may be called the
Scripture argument as against net only Prohibition but total abstinence. Admoit, if yoiiplease, on the ene hand, that Christ and bis disciples ceuntenanced the wifle.tlinkilg
usages et their day, or on the other that the figment et an unfermented, no-noxcenjuice ef the grape represents a reality. What teilews ? That weuld surely be a shaliOWand unworthy view ef the New Testament wbicb supposed its aim te be te lay dewn as5t'iren mules and usages fer ahl time te cerne, irrespective et ever-cbanging social condtios'
Sncb an interpretatien îvenld ensiave us in the bondage et the letter indeed. TheMA
question and the eniy one werth discussion fom its practical bearing sureiy is net Wa
Christ and bis aposties May have said and doue in Judoea or Galilee in the fimat century'
but what they would say and do now and bers, in full view of ail existing cenditiens,teidîi
cies, aduitemations and abominations et the nineteenth. The incidents ot the New 17e5to
ment weme local and temperary. Tbey could net in the nature et things be otherWlge
The principles it teaches and the spirit it incuicates are fer aIl time and et universaI ap"
cation. Can any candid man read the Sermon on the Mount, or the eigbth chapter' 0tPanl'@ fir6t Letter te the Corinthians, and cenceive et the auther et eitber as discom1lsg~i
or eppesing the total abstinence men in these days ?fiTbe backneyed apherism that you can't make men moral by Act of Parliamen5ft 1surely untrnthfni as weii as stale. Wbat is the object et any and ail crimînai liiw but to'make men moral? If these laws do net diminish crime they are useless. if thSy dob'just ai> much do tbey promete morality? Any law or agency whicb remees a tEiiihttOte wrongdoing eut et tbe way ef a man tee weak te resist it muakes him a more moralowhat is the saine thing, a les immoral man. This surely is tee transparent to n
serions argument.

Wbat matters it wbether alcobol is slightly nutritive or sliglîtly poisenens' No ellebut a tanatic would ask te bave wbiskey or wine prohibited siîmphy because bie belieced 't
te be injurions te the health et the user, and ne eue but a tanatic wouId arguse tlieether ia a necessary article et diet. The testimony et tacts would be oew,,,ni
against betb. On the eue baud the tens et thonsanîls of healtby, iong-lived men Whbo
have aiways nsed liquors tmeely ; on the other the tens et tbousauds ef eqnallY bealthli
long-lived men who have neyer used tbem at ail-to say nothing of sncb evidenf'5 a, thot
of the two North-West Military Expeditions, or the recent one te the Soudan-go
trnmpet.tengued against ail such extremist dogmas.leS0i

The politico-ecenoinical questions are net se easily disposed ef. We -.ng aoornay well cberi8h the constitutionai treedoin which coat ur ancostors, and son anc io t
not very remote, se dear. There la notbing muome ditficuit than te draw the lie Whe
imits the sphere et censtitutional hegialati<,n, and te cross whicb is te intrifige upeII the
.iherty et the mubject and be gniltY et tyranny. Iu reaiity there can be ne sncb hWid~fast boundary. Matheinatical hunes cannot lie <rawn in moral planes. Statesmanshp lsîractical business, and its truc sphere is continualiy shifting witb clîanging cOiiditBuit it is needless te discuss this point. Both Tm WVEE< and the Liheral ToimPI.iuoe
Jnion consent te, if tbey de net advocate, tha p~rohibition ef the more flerY liqllol'' thedoing they concedle the umincilule et the prohibitienists, and put themevnUothame ceustitutional platferm. If ne law Oft abstract righit is vielateul by prohibt' -ieer man's whiskey, the way i4 clear toeut off the rich man's wine, if logic Or tbe uonterest demanda.

Dos Prohibition prehibit, or rather can it be made te do se ? That 19 thecrianiestion. It cannet be decided on abstract or generai principles. The freqeefitasot
hat the Scett Act canuet bce nterced, and wiii siniply d]rive mmmcm te evasion and 0 1*0 eil'
iCi> drinking, surely ucedai preef. No law ever lias besu or ever wili be absolal>

ntorced. But whe are geing te violate a (Janadsian Probibitory Act wlieO it '1 mo -a the
aw ot tira land? Net the thonsaurla ef total abstainerm wm, have nu liuse for the olde

qur.Net the respectable, law.abiding îîerte d rin kers, for li owcve tir ~oiiglty 1&

isapprove the law, however earnestîy agitate for its appeal, they wili oltrbbYOor
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