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This page or two of definitions is another proof that the mother-in-law

is stili a potent factor in the social ecenomy. She runs tlirough the whole

gamut of virtues and vices in the exercise of lier funictions. To somie she

seems te be Ilthe thorn that bore the rose; "the rock of ruin against

whicli the new matrimonial slip often strikes and spiits in twe," whule te

others, under different circumstances "la comfort te liusband andl wife ; 'a

lielp in sickness; an unfailing friend."
Hialifax, Dec. 3lst, 1883. J. W. L.

C'0RRESPONDENCE.

NEWV YORK LETTER.

NEW YORK, January 12, 1884.'

TuHE most absorbing topic of political discussion continues te be the

tariff question. There are varieus speculations about the probable action

of the Committee of Ways and Means on this question. Mr. Carlisie ap-

pointed a numiber of very able men on tis comimittee. It lias for its

cliairman Mr. Morrison, of Illinois, an able and upright man, who is a

revenue reformer. It contains ameng its members, Kelley, of Pennsyl-
vania, the leading Republîcan protectionist iii the lieuse ; Kasson, of Iowa,

another prominent iRepublican; Blackburn, of Kentucky, a prominent
Democrat; liewitt, of New York, and other able men.

Mr. llewitt is frequently speken of in these days as a candidate for

the Presidency on the Democratic ticket. lus party would de weil, and

could hardly do better than te nominate him. But lie is probably tee good
a man te secure the nomination. Hie is net obscure eneugli and lias net

wliat the politicians eall "persenal magnetism" eneugli. Butle is one of

tlie ablest men in his party or in Congress. Hie is a inan of solid informa-
tion and long political experience. lie bas aise liad experience in business

affairs, being a very wealthy and successful iron manufacturer. Hie is the

son-in-lawv of the late Peter Cooper, the well-known phianthropist aad

founder of the Cooper Institute in New York.
It now seems reasonably certain that the above committee will report

and the flouse of IRepresentatives pass a new tariff bill, removing the duty

on many kinds of raw material and greatly decreasing the duty on imports

in general. And should the Senate, which is Ilepublican, refuse te cencur

in this measure, then a clear issue wouid be made, with whicli te go before

the people in the Presidential campaign.
If the issue should be squarely made, as above stated,-whicli however

s net probale,-the Sun and seime other Democratic papers would prob-
bly refuse te support the ticket. But the loss of half a dezen sucli papers

as the Sun would be made good by receiving the support of the Post, by
far the ablest New York daily, and the Times. We are in a transition

period as te the tariWf steadily advancing towards free trade, but the de-

tails cannot be foreshadowed. It will probably take teîi years, and May

take twenty, before we shall have free trade. Those interested in political

affairs in the United States should follow the question with seime care at

present, as it is the key te a correct understanding of the political situation

for 1884.
The Republican and the Independent journals are at present giving the

Democrats some severe tlirusts for substituting Payne for Pendleton

as United States Senator from Ohio. The former is perhaps as able and

as pure a mnan as the latter, but the latter's support of Civil Service Ref orm

and bis prominerit part in passing the law are regarded as a chief source of

bis weakness. Sucli practical opposition te tliat important measure

couniterbalances a great miany planks in the party platform in faveur of it.

The standing of the Democratic party in regard te this question is nonre of

the best, and tliey can scarceiy afford te take such a backward step.

The celebrated restaurateur, Delmonico, disappeared a few days ago,

and as lie lias been for some months in bad health, it is feared that lie lias

killed himaself. It lias been said that the Delmenicos first tauglit the New

Yorkers how te dine; this was filling a great need, and thus they have

doubtless been important agents in our civilization. But it shows how low

a plane our legreat dailies " move upon, when tliey give a coiumn or more

each day te the subject of bis disappearance, the prebability of finding him,

vague talks with detectives and bis friends-utteriy inane. And yet

Americans complain of being too busy te read anything, except wliat

bears on questions of the most pressing importance. But crude are

the journals, and crude are the readers.
Iu the theatres Boothi is at present the leading attraction. lie lias

appeared tliis week in Richelieu, the Eool's Revenge, and King Lear.

At the two opera lieuses we have liad, Rossini's Serniramide, Donizet-

ti's .Eli8ir d'.Amore, Meyerbeer's Hugenots, Flotow's Horta, Bizet's Carmen,
and Poncliielli's La &iocontda.

At tlie German theatre, the Thalia, was recently produced Suppe's
Afr'ikarei8e, whicli is drawing geod lieuses. Our large German population

lias only one German theatre, and consequently they support it well. The

manager is tliereby able te ke 'ep a troupe tliat produces these liglit operas

better than tliey are produced at the other theatres. At any rate it is

easy te see that a German audience at the Tlialia receives more amusement

and enjoys the point of these pieces better tlian thc American audiences at

the otlicr tlieatres.
Althougli the.Loan Exhibition of Paintings lias now closed, the dis-

cussion as te the propriety of opening sucb exhibition on Sunday is net yet

ended. The weiglit of public sentiment is decidcdly in faveur of opening

tliem, thougli there are many respectable people and a number of fanatics

that oppose it. But if New York liad a national gallery, like London, or

a Louvre, like Paris, it is almost certain that it would be open on Sundays
-part of the day, at least.

The funeral of Dr. Lasker, the distingruished German orator and states-

man, on Thursday afternoon, was attended by thousands, ard hundreds

were turned away from the synagogue, who were unable to obtain even

standing room. An eloquent oration was delivered by Carl Schurz, who

is one of the most eloquent orators we now have, whether in German or

Englfish. In 1877 and 1878 1 had the pleasure of hearing Dr. Tasker

several timies in the German Reichstag. That body contained no superior

to him as an orator ; it was interesting to see the Liberals draw near in a.

a circle around him, whenever lie arose to speak. is sudden death away

from home is sad, but it is sadder to think that such a simple, unselfish,

patriotie man should have had -the last years of lis life pained by the

Judeuhetzr in Germany.
P. KiNG.

"eA iReader " writes to us frein Montreal suggesting that artisans, "0

less than physicians and surgeons, miiglît be obliged to take out a license

and te work at an established rate of remuneration. The proposai seeifl tO

ns hardly a practicahle one.-T rE EDITOit.

TIIREE FLOWER PETALS.

WHAT saw I yesterday walking apart
In a leafy place where the cattie wait

Something to keep for a charin in my heart-
A littie sweet girl i n a garden gate.

Laughing she lay in the gold sun's might,
And held for a target to shelter lier,

In lier littie soft fingers, round and white,
The gold-rimmed face of a sunflower.

Laug-hing she lay in the liglit wliere stands
A rough-hewn step in that sunny place,

Andilher yellow liair liung dlown te lier liands,
Shadowing over ber dimpled face.

11cr eyes like the bine of the sky, made dim
With the miglit of the sun that looked at lier,

Shone laughing over the serried rira,
Golden set, of the sunflower.

Lau ghing, for tokenslie gave to me
Three petals out of the sunflower ;-

When the petais are witliered and gene, shall be
Three verses of mine for praise of lier,

That a tender dream of lier face may rise
And ligliten me yet in another hour,

0f hier sunny hair and lier beautiful. eyes,
Laughing over the gold sunflower.

A. LAMPMAN.

THE ADVENTURAS 0F A WIDOW.

BY EDGAIL FAWOETT, author of "A Gentleman of Leigure," "A Hopeiess CJase,"
"An Ambitions Woman," IlTinking Cymbals," etc.

IV.-Continued.

"Oh, German music is the mogt dreadfui baw .1 " here struck in Lord

Glenartney. Hie had taken an immediate fancy to Kindelon; lie liked

people who were in a different sphere f rom huînseif ; lie usually wefltw

jockeys and prize-figliters, wlienever the demands of bis great positioni Pot

mitted such association, in bis native country. ilere in America lie k''

only the Pouglikeepsie set, that had seized upon him and kept closewec

ovr him ever since lie had landed in New York.ceUdut
"eNo, 1 don't at ail agree witli you there," said Kindelon. t lJno

edly German music is based upon a grand idea. 1 sliould be sorrY "0t

believe se."

"1Bless my soul !"laughed bis Iordship, "I don't know anything abou~

Dgrand idealis 1 The small ones are quite as mucli as I can manage coumf0rk

ably."

IlMr. Kindelon wvill lie sliocked by sucli a confession, I'm sure,"

the gentleman (named Fyslikille, wlio was strikingly slim, who gazed

people cendescendingly over a pale parapet of very stiff shirt-coll9.r,

wlio considered himself to have a natural turn for satire. "liHe aP6

to be a person of sucli grand ideas himself." o
This airy bit of. impudence caused Mr. Van Arsdale to twirl 0i'ie

of a dim, downy, moustache and perpetrate a rather ambiguous gig',,
But Mr. IRackensack, wlio was stout, witli a pair of large black eYeOi
in a fat, colourless, mindless face, whipped forth a silk pocket-handkcereiefl

and gave an explosive burst of merriment witliin its soft foids.
"lYen seem te be very niuch amused at soinething," drawled

while she looked in lier languid way toward lier trio of admirers.
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