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It may bc interesting, to our readers to bu totd that th
history is broulit down to the present day. We have nc
merely the Tractarian movement and the Hampden Contro)
ersy, and the Essays and Reviews. But we have ManSE
and Maurice and Herbert Spencer and H{uxley, and th
higher criticisni. The last chapter of ail is a very abi
statement of the present state of the educated mind on th
subject of Theism.

The book will be valuable in two ways. For those wh
wish to go ne further, it will @ive a sufficient outline of tb
progress of thought in the Christian Churcb. For student
of Divinitv, it will supply an excellent guide to the examin
ation of the great religious writers of the successive ages -
a study much to be commended to our religious teachers.

Max Beeîhbohi-i.*

TfHIS entertaining volume contains seven interesting
papers. The first one, IlDandies and Dandies," we

confess does not give a reader a favourable impression of
what the book contains; the next and the succeeding papers
are very clever and sprightly. That on King George IV. deals
with a subject which we have often wondered has not been
taken up. It is a defence of a man whose reputation bas
suffered fromn contumely, which. in some points was un-
merited. Thackeray is greatly responsible for the modern
low opinion of George IV. Hear what Mr. Beerbohm says:

I tr seems te nie that, as in bis novels, so iu bis history of the
four Georges, Thackeray made ne attempt at ps 'ychology. Hie deait
simply with types. One George hie insisted upon regarding as a
buffoon, another as a yokel. The Fourtb George bie chose to hold upfor reprobation as a drunken, vapid cad. Every action, every phase
of bis tife that went to disprove this viaw, hie either suppressed or dis-
tortad uttarly. ' History,' hie would seem to have chuckled, 'bas
nothing to do with the First Gentleman. But I wîll give hlmi a niche
in Natural History. He shall ha King of the Beasts.' Be made no0
allowance for the extraordinary conditions under which ail monarchs
live, none for the unfortunate circumstances by whicb George, especi-
ally, was from the first hampered Be judged hirn as be judged
Barnies Newcome and ail tha scoundrats ha created. Moreover, ha
jud ged him by the moral standard of the Victorian Age. In fact, hie
applied to his subject the wrong mathod, in the wrong manuer, and
at the wrong time. And yet every one bas taken himi at his word.1 feel that my essay nlay be scouted as a paradox ; but 1 hope thatmnany may recognize tbat I am net, out of mare boredom, andeaveur-
ing to stop my aars against popular platitude, but rather, in a spirit
of real earnestness, to point out to tbe mo hbow it bas bean cruel to
George. I do net despair of success. I think 1 shall make converts.
Tbe rnob is really very fickle and sometimes cheers the truith."

We recommend our readers to see what defence Mr.
Beerbohm makes. The sixth paper, "lPoor Romeo," deals
with one of those oddîties who are found in every city. On
page 93, Romeo Coates had been previously mentioned. He
is the person described as "lPoor Romeo " in Paper VI. The
letter disinterred and reprinted on page 142 is an example of
a woman 's revenge. The paper on 1880 shows how fast the
world moves. That ancient date-sixteen long years ago-
requires a vocabulary to explain the ternis used by the ancients
of those days. Why, it seems but yesterday that 1880 was
here, and Mr. Beerbobîn flnds it necessary to supply a
glossary. We knew what IlJersey Lily"I and ilMasher"I
meant. We honestiy confess that IlCromwell House"I and
IlThe Master"I were allusions which. did require explanation.
Sic transit gloria mundi.

Stevenson's Unfinishecl Novel.t
AN editorial note by Mr. Sidney Colvin, at the end of the

L.volume containing Stevenson's Iast story, states that
the last words appearing on the Iast page were dictated on
the very morning of the writer's sudden seizUre and death.
Weir of Hernîiiston thus remains in the work of Stevenson
what Edwin Drood is in the work of Dickens and Denis
Duval in that of Thackeray. While we do not think that
Stevenson can be c]assed as being in the same rank as
Dickens or Thackeray, bis books have been remarkable lie
took this generation back sixty years to the dayg when Scott
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edeligbted our grandfathers and grandrnotbers. The wfOrid
ýt had (rot tired of maudîlu seif-doubters and unsexed feiflfines

7-and was glad to breathe once more the. bracing at]Oiphere
of healthy romance. In this last book there i t.ne

e flavour of Scott than in the eartier books of Stevenson- As
e it is unfinishied it cannot justly be critieized. As far es ie
e goas it is strong and forcible, full of character, and it PIrJIf

ises to develop individualized creations. There are SOIU*6
o acute reflections by Mr. Colvin that the tone of the book is
e anachronistic. The characters could not have lived at the
s period tbey are said to have iived. They are portraits 0'

people who might have lived haif a century before the dateï)
assigned to tbem. This criticism applies specialY tO the
Lord Justice Clerk and the Elliott family. The end If the
story, as Stevenson probably intended it to end, is disclse'd
hy hints given by the author himself. We select a P sg
in which, the hero defends bimself to a friend of bis fathere'
which is a fair example of the style of the book.

1'I will be very quiet, reptied Archie. - And 1 witt be baIdIy
frank. 1 do net love my father ; I wonder sometimes if I do not liaW
him. There's my shame ; pcrhaps my sin ; at least, and in the sIgh
of God net iny fanît. How %vas 1 to love hinim He bas neyer 9MIL
te me, neyer smjtleci upon me ; 1 do net think ha ever touched nO'
Yen know the way hatatks? Yen do nettalk se,yet yen canautan
hear hlm without shuddering, and I cannot My sont is gik Wb8l
hae begins witb it; 1 could smite hm in tbe but. n altnething. I was at the tril of tbis Jopp. Yen were net there,lo
yen must have heard himi often ; the man's noterions for it, for beilIg
-look at my position! he's my father and this is hem' 'I have tospeak of bixn-notorious for being a brute and cruel auda0'ad
Lord Gtenatmond, I give yen my wordi, wben I came on fth;t
Court, I tne do(ie-the shame of it was beyond -Y streflgt

neyII- e roefonhssaan nt Pc the rooraIl"disorder. " Wat, wo amn I? A boy, whe have neer bea ethave nvrdonc anythiug axcept this twepenuy impotent folty Wmny father. But I tell yen, my tord, and I knew mysalt1 Inleast that kiud of a man-or that kînd of a boy, if yen prefer 't-h8 t

I coutd dia in terments rather than that anyone sboutd suifer ia t5
scoundret su fferad. Watt, and what hava I doue ? 1 sec it noW.

in bis bands-and hae bas sent me te Hermiston," wit l th
bamde footo myaflsI adlihfbgnigeadeebc , an asuppmoftrse pron n pcs myset h

smie,"fo lfa I npes-and wbat can I say ? ha strikehaving dloue quite right, and let me off better than 1 had deserved

BRIEFER NOTICES. i
La Grande 1Jreteche. By H. de Balzac. (Londoni&D

New York :Macitilan & Co., Ltd. Toronto., The OPP'
Clark Co., Ltd.)-This volume of the Comedie Huinle by
the great French writer, bas been reprinted direétlY tafl
latad from the original in Macmilian's Colonial LibrarY
series, edited by the eminent Engiish scbolar, George Sils
bury. The volume contains six brief but powerful istor'es'
The tales are unequal to one another in strength arid StYîej

principalty becausu they were written at different tjfllie',a
in a manner andl under circumstances varyiflg at t
The story " La Grande Breteche"I itself is eue of~ fo'r
known of Balzac's short stories, and able crities dlaimf(
a first place auîong his works. Certain it is, it bas few sU
eriors. So brief is it-less than 25 pages-that it i' 'es
hast comment and explanation. IlAlbert Savarus," t 0cluding tata, shows mauy of its author's opinions On Po1n
and sociuty. The book is well printed, and as a iflesU
effort is a credit to its pubtishers.

ÀLaodicean. By Ts.Hardy. (Lno rIlr
York: Macmillan & Co, Ltdl. Toronto:- The COPPI "te
Co, Ltd.)-The famed and briltiant author of "6Tess O
D'Urberviilus"I and many other noveis in the Macrteliios
Colonial Library series bias written no book of mnore 111t-rilI) le 1to the ordinary reader than "lA Laodiceail."îd ho
romance of English country life, aithougli it WOU' 9 bl
accurate to say that it is an open view of a few eOo
chapters i11 the bistory of a life wbiclh bas fuît ut e
Many incidentai topics are introduced, the aim of the wor, of
being to aid in some dugree ini educating that gre&t wl)e,
readers wbich. taarns itsmwi,3dou tbrough the pages Ofderla
The reader of H-ardy's storias atways gathers 1111 'son i
formation, flot otberwise attainahie, and for this re voiule'
works are read hy ait classes of meni. The present, V the
i8 powerfuily written ; and, whiie furnishied chnaPl a tlst f
public, is printed on expunsive and durable PaPOfr 5 a the
moniai to the pubtishers who, in giving thuse bookst
pubtic, are certainly benefiting huînanity.


