
I u4 THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR,

CORRESPONDENCÉ.

THE PARTY DISTURBANCES.

SiR,-It' is some satisfaction to find that at last Our civic authorities arebeginning to, see the necessity of something being done to stop the acts ofviolence and bloodshed which have too long disgraced thîs city.The Council,1 in approving generally of Mr. Blake's Bill, and in urging theincorporation iftto the Criminal Law of the Dominion of stringent measuresagainst the carrying of deadly weapons in the streets and public places, adopteda very proper course ; but I arn afraid that the suggested punishment of offend-ers by imprisonmient will be altogether too wild and too iniadequate as a meansof stamping out the evil under which we are labouring.
It will be remembered that some few years ago ail England, and especiallyLancashire, was thrown into a state of alaim by the many violent robberiescommnitted by the Ilgarotters," who, seizîng their victim from behind with asudden grip of the left arm thrown around his neck and locked tightly across itby being grasped at the wrist witb the assailant's right band, rendered himquickly unconscious, and thus an easy prey to their thievish purpose. The<'-garotte," in cases attended with death, became a terrible "lscare "; and longtermis of imprisonmient to which offenders were consigned, instead of cbeckingthe evil only seemed to, have the opposite effect, until the Judges introducedthe lash as an accompaniment to the ordinary punishment by imprisonmeuu.This at once struck terror into the hearts of the villains; and in a ver>' shorttinse the "lgarotter " had entirely disappeared.
1 have a Manchest:erý (Eng.) newspaper, giving the experience of a garotter.who had undergone the Illasbing operation," as the narrator, in bis technical"lslang patter," prefers to style a flogging; and without troubling you with theWhole of the narrative, which is rather leugthy, the following passages from itwill serve ro give some idea of the deterring effect of the lash uipon criminalsof the violent class, and will also show with what contempt they look upon themilder punishment by imprisonment.
IlWbeni the Judge said I ivas to get a seven stretch' (seven years penalservitude) and two dozen lashes 1 ' funked' it, 1 can tell yosî. * * * * *If any one had corne ana' told me I coula' gel off by having another five stretch.put on the seven, I shoula' have jumÉea' at it. *****At last onensorning I was told I was to be ' scrat.' I was led from the celîs into the yard* * * * * and then I got my lashing. * * * * * -Is tizere ay-thing like a lashing? Nothing that I kn;ww of. I've had rnost kîids of knock-i .ng about, but it licks al~ There's no j5u/zis/zneit cornes aieywlzere near it * ** * * Wliat do the 'guns' (tzieves) t/zink of a lasliing ?~ Wei any one7vho puts iut a man for anyt/ting, under Iwo or thtree hundrea' (,pounds) i/z it is areg/arflt. Nogood cross-matn wtould do il. It's on/y these ffreen 'uns that's:starving. None o/ us /ly snobs do thte 'griîf nou'."Have the people of Montreal less to fcar from these revolver carriers andloiterers than the people of England had from the garotters? Is sbootiug lessdangerous to life and limb than garotting? I think not; and if the lash wasflot considered teo severe or too degrading a punishment and proved so effectuaia remedy in the English garotting cases, wby shouldn't it be applied with equalsuccess in the revolver cases here ?J ust ]et these reckless youtbs, whose lawlessness-on bot/t sides-is threat-ening to throw the city into endless confusion, get a taste of the ' cat'; and,depend upon it that then, and not tili then, we may hope to secure the peaceof our city, and arrest the dire consequences which otherwise will nsost surelyovertake us.

Yours very respectfully,
AN ENGLISHMAN.Montreal, May 8th, 1878.

THE EUCALYPTUS AS AN INSECTICIDE.

In a letter to the Illuitration Horticole M. Baltet says: "Latel>' mybrother-in-law, Captain Mignard, being very much disturbed in bis sleep bymosquitoes, took it into, bis bead to place a young plant of eucalyptus in bisbed-room over niglit. Froni that moment the insects disappeared, and lie sleptin comfort. I bave been following bis example with the sanie result."The Essential Oul of Eucalyptus will answer quite as well as the plant. Asmall piece of cotton wool saturated with it and placed near the bcd and in thewindow, will drive away mosquitoes. The Eucalyptus is isot an "insecticide,"but is disagreeable to insects of ail kinds, especiall>' the cimex, which so oftendisturbs our sleep or suggest dreams. The odor of the Eucalyptus is notunwbolesome, on tbe courary, its well known anti-malarial qualities haveinduced its cultivation ail over the world. It would form a ver>' pod plant forthe dry atmospbere of Canadian bouses, though its rapid growth in a few yearswould take the roof off. It attains in Australia a height Of 480 feet and althoughrecentl>' introduced in California, there are already trees there over one hundredfeet in beigbt.

MUSICAL.

SINGING AND VOICE CULTURE.

In order to sing well, it is necessary to have a good, pleasant-toned voice of average'strength and cornpass ; and although the voice is capable of an extraordinary amortit 0f'deveopmntyet no amoent of training or culture will produce a voice where nature lias sot'besteoet As well migit we set a bLnd man to sehool, or a lamie mlan to run, as expectte make a singer of any one without this grand requis*te.Singing is a natural exercise, and an extrerneîy healthy and beneficial one. It requres,an erect posture ; the chest is expanded to its fullest extent, and the lungs and muscles of thechest are exercised more fully than in sny other empIo) ment. The qualifications of a goodlsinge.r are-voice, sound lungs, good. teeth, ear for music, ]iriguistic know]edge, taste, ex-pression, and general education ; aud in proportion as ssch student possesses these quah-fies.-tions may he expect te take rank as a vocabist.Voice is breati made vocal or phonetic. The rounds of the lhuman voice are formied in,the '7r nx, wh1ich is s.tuated îimmediately above the windpipe; and the differeut notes of themsical saeare produced by the combinrd action of the muscles uFon ceita'n memLzraiiesin the interior of the larynx, which formi an aperture called the rimia g/a/titis. In the highernotes of the scales this aperture is propertionatel,, ccntracted, and in those r(quiring a deeperintonation the membranes are relaxcd, and the apex tors enlarg(d. The gloîtis exercises an,office similar to that of a reed in a wind instrument, and the muscles are made to act uFon.-tw'ith sucli precision sad agility that it surFasses the mont expressive of these institumerts 1.lrspidity and neatuess of execution.A tone, firmly delivsxed, aud a succession of tones well comiected with éscli other, forms'as far as techniiqu~e is ceined, the whole elemcnts of the art. 'It is essEntial, therefore, thatgreat attention be paid to these f rst priuciples, and that they be carc fully studied befEre theýmore difficuit exercises are atterripted, otherwise the pupil's last efiorts w,l1 be marked with 9'want of evenne ss sud fii mness of executon. 1Ihe first thsng for- the x ocalist te ýtiidY is boWte take breath. Stand erect,' witli the hend throwu well bzck, the feet filnmly planted on the,ground. Take a deep inspiration, lifting the frinework of th-é chest to i/s fi//est caJPccli/y, and'then exhale slowly. Repeat reveral timeq, ta-king cars almays te brezthe noislessy. Whenthe lungs have been exercised in this nianrer for a few minute s, take a deep insf iratýon, a"dsouud the note G (2nd liue, treble clef) ; (if a L-ass Noice, an octave lower) ; pract:s5 daily,tlI it can be sustained for 25 or 30 seconds with ease.
. Now ws comne to the development cf the vocal organs. Open the mouth wsll, take a deelp-inspiration, sud soud the note F , (Ist space, treble clef,> prcnoruc.rg A as in far ; sustaînwhile couuting eight slowly. Ses that a good full toue is produced, sud note the way inIxvhiLh yuu produce the best quality. Pi actise in this mauner every note of the first tetiachord,viz., F, G, A, B flat, hegiuuîng mezzo-fo1 te, sud gradually increcasing the t.me. Let the con-tralto sud basa voices use C, ' flst leger lire below the treble clef. Pe cireful te open the,mouth beJaxe striking the note, anrI te strike the note flrmly sud suddenly.When a fair toue is obtained on these notes, practise the saine exercise, beginning onlG sharp, c;, A sharp, A, B sharp, sud B, successively. Iu this marner the studnlt willgradually exorcise every one of the 12 sounds of lie octave ; lie will be careful, however,not te proceed to one letrachord till the preceding one lias besu well Fractised and a goodand aven tane ab/crined an cz',y noeeThe next Ftep ia te practise slowly the dio-tonic scsIe. Most books on singing recr mmellJýthe student te increase the toue on escli note te fortissimo, gradually dinîinising it towardsthe close ; but wheu we consider the mnalter placlically for a momernt il wMl be seen ihat thecrescendo and diminueudo are comparaîively e,'sy of sîtairiu-ent, ard thýat more rtteil"frought to be given te sustaiuing each note oei/,hara increasing or dirimsng hetne î:-4is eue of the greatest difficulties in siuging.ngteouw 

h

The entertainernu at Zion Church ou Tuescîay, 2 rst instant, sbould lie imteredting. Ilwill consist of a lecture ou Mendelssohn by the Rev. Alfred J. B3ray, wlio will speak of the.great coml)orer'a lîfe sud works. The lecture will be illustrited by the rendering cf ses uaraud sacred pieces b>' the choir, urler the leadership cf Dr. Maclagan, who will presids at theorgau. There is ample scope for both lecturer aund choir, for Mendelssehn's life, lhough sl.o0t,s'as beautiful, and bis music bas greatly enriched the world.
Monîreal will have a Musical JubileescioOn.
A lieudit is shortly to lie given in Euglanrl te Mirio, who is very poor. The followirggreat artists bave couseuîed to appear ou bis 1 eiaîf :--MedQmss Nilsscu, Trebellis, Bettini,Mlessrs. Sims Reeves, Santle>' sud Signer Foli.

"V'l7WFlotow, the composer cf IlMartha," is a man cf sexty-six, witi lrug, white liair, beard,nd moustache. I-lis cheeks are round sud full, su-I lie makes constant use of perfumes. Herrived in Paris latel>' with several uew operas ou hlied.
Nilsson lias lisse nemiuated Imperial Rursian singer.
Albani sud Capoul are makiug a sensation at the Paris Grand Opera Housc.raI-ue. fortnhreen es oEur op. njn.Sebsa nagmn tTIrMisYBPpr oseur hre geaos eErp nJn.Sebra naeeta e aetThe>' ssy Arlelins Patti lias received $2, 500,000 in salaries up to the preseut tirne.

On Tuesday evening the reopening of the Ottawa Hotel took place. The{otel has been thoroughly renovated, and can now bje rated as a first-clasSotel. It is to be carried on under what is termect the IlEtiropean system?"VIr. Brown, the landlord, provided for his guests a supper of ample dimensions,vhich was a happy omen of the ability of his chef-de-cuisine After ail hadnjoyed the repast, Alderman Nelson was voted to the chair. 0f the manyentlèmen present, we noticed Mr. Hrarrison Stephens, Aldermen Clendinnengnd Thibault, and the Rev. Mr. Green, several of whom spoke in happy termisf both the landiord and the proprietor. We sincerely wish success to the.ttawa.

HIGH-HEEL BOOT.-The absurd and ungainly practice of mouinting the,A DARING THERAPEUTis'.-At a late meeting of the Màssacbusetts Dental hinder part of the feet o1, stilts whiîe the toes press the ground and bear the
Society, Dr. Waters, of Salem, stated that bicarbonateQf soda, such as used for weigbt, as in the Use of high-beels, is one, says the Lancet, against which it is
cooking purposes, or any other alkali in neutral forrn, Would afford instantaneous not easy to Write with temper. The device of atrangling the waist witb tigbtly-çessation of pain fromi the severest burns or scalds, and would cure such Iaced corsets was contemptible for its ignorance; that to which we now alludejuSuries in a fe or.Dpigasoge into boiîing water, the Doctor i*otaeosi l defiance of the laws of gravit>'. Il does not need a know-.qtueezed it over bis iigbu wrist, producing a severe scald around bis arm and ledge Of anatomy to convince the shallowest thinkers of the sex which worshipsOme two inches in width. Then, despite the suffering occasioned, hie applied the idol of Fasîîson, that the foot ig forced into a wbolly unnatural position, and
the'elding water to bis wrist for haîf a minute. Bicarbonate of soda was at distorted, b>' the heel being raised and the body made to rest ontebaloOnce' d4ited, over the surface, a wet clotb applied, and the pain, the experi- the toes. It sbouîld be unnecessar>' to explain that this disturbance of the
mentor s4id',was aîmost instantly deadened. Although thse wound was of a foundation thr<ýws the whole superstructure out of gear, and deranges every'nature to be.open and painful for a considerable time, on th' a olwn h icaia ucin A moment's reflection should lead to the instant aban-aingle application of the soda the less injured Portion was practically bealed, donnient of a practice so manifestly irrational and ridiculous ; but, fqrso'oth, the
-only a slight disoîcuration o)f tbe flesh being perceptible. The severer wound foot looks sornewbat smaller as seen frorn the front or side wben placeàin, a few.dàys, with no other treatment thati a wet cloth kept over, it, showed obliquely; so, regardless of ComI n seneadcmo rdne the. practiceevery -sign of rapid hfaIing...Medical and' Sur-gical R»Porter. prevails. Such às the fo'lly and wantonness of vanity 1


