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Catholicism does not commend ibself to the intellect, and Calvinism smites the
heart into defiant rebellion. Tbe day for both is gone. They still exist as

forms-they have their temples, and their anthems, and their altars, and tiseir

creeds, and Ibeir hasts of warshippers-each bias truth enougli in it to keep it
alive for a ceistury more-but tbey do not exercise an influence as they once

did. Roman Catbolicism i,; the honme of multitudes of svomen and children,
and a fesv men îvbo dream--and a few more îvbo want ta look after tbc present

and let tbe îsriest sec ta tise rosI ; but, as if cansciaus of ils aivu weakness, il

forbids ils members ta seek for a field for increase of light and knoWlcdge.
Calvinism bas had ta relax îsîuch af its barsbness, caldness, in order ta live in
peaiceful times, and naw its logic is attacked in ils strongest holds, and point
afler point of abstinate defence bas been yielded. And when the earnest

practical man bas turned from these, wisat can he find ? where can be find a
religion that shaîl contrat head and heart, and eyes, and hands and feet? I
confess ta yau that I know nlot where he can go. There is the Unitarian
formula, whicb seeks ta escape from logical contradictions by discarding the
Athanasian creed-tbere is pro-Christianity, which seeks ta escape from bis-
toricai criticism by giving up tIse Bible as the word of Cod, aîsd tbe scheme of
redemption as the basis of ils crecd-and then came survivais of the bare ald
Deism.-bypotheses of a divine abstraction-vague vapaurings af tbc IIeternals
that make for righteousness "-a gospel of sweetness and ligt-a series of
beatitudes for culture-a kingdonî of beaven tbat bas no king, no cansciaus
willing subjecîs, no governimenl, and no haw-ali a beautiful. sentiment ; and
then came philosophical conundruros wbich veil tbeology in an impenebrable
cloudiand. But flot anc of thef,.and not ail of these have a word ta say ta
human nature-ta practical bhougbb and energy-ta science and industrial hife.
And that is what lias popularized this gospel of laissez faire. W~e can do
notbing in these matters ive understand bread-sining-we linderstand do-
mestic and pahiticai cconaîny-we understaîsd getling rich, or getting bonouirs,
or the gratificatiois of thc iower senses ; but those other inatters wvhich are
calhed bigher we do flot understand ah ail-let themn ahane. Tbings came

bringing gaod or cvii, îseace or misery, aîsd theis go-l-et tlsem came-lot
themn go.

Is that a moere fatalisin? a crayon surreisder la chîance, shecer and blank
and cowering athcisrn? Oh, noa. Il is not that at al]. Il is a sort of faith in
God, even in a beisificont Gad. Christiani teaching during the mnîy ages past
bas succeeded iin uaking a general belief in Gad a very part of the mid. It
bas became a factor usl ai edtîcatioîs ; it lias given la saciehy ils code of
courtesy and laws of lionotir ; il lias cliffcised itself abroad, a subtle essence
penetrating everywhere, impregnatiîsg the very air-sa tisat the gospel af 140issce

aller (the idea thal things had better be let ahane) is bbe oulcome of aid faitîs,
broken, poundcd fine, aisd mixcd with canspounids from modemn science and
philosophies and fallios.

That is the position of thiisgs as I sec it. 1 amn nat speaking of nsen îvbo
live in cloisbcred contemplation, nor arn I speakiîsg af the fcw ii aur- cîsurches
who devote tîseir best gifîs of thauglst and feeling aîsd power ta wvork ta bbe
upholding of their owîs character in thec faitîs and rightcausness of tise Gospel
of Christ. 1 amn speaking of people as 1 find thsem.in general-as they hive
and move and breathe in tue svark-a-day hife of tise world. Wlsat cas ive do
then? Is tbere anything practical uipan whsicbi we can hay aur lsand, anly svark
of salvatian ta bo donce? Let us face and osvn the fact, that in spite of ail ive
say men will bake tise direction of their lives in their osvn haîsds ; tlsey ivil
order thc working of tbeir own eniergies, ansd they will inaîntaiîs an interest, a
supreme interest in tIse lifo that now is, under the condition that îsoi is. Ausd
you cannaI hinder ecdi man frorn holding tise behief thuat lie himsehf is bbc
centre of that intcrest ; but ho is sure, when in bis riglit mmnd, that blis per-
sonality is not ta be at once bbc centre and circuinference of blis tbaught and
work. He bas an intellect ever at work to lry and discover the hidden laws
and relations of bhings ; lise bas tsva sels of insstincts, tbe aose urging isiiss ta
devote bis cnergy ta what is great, cnnabled and cnnobling; the other uirging
bim ta, devote himsehf ta what is law and debasing. T[ho instellect wiil ho just
as willing ta serve thc mean instincts as bbc allier ansd bigîser ; tbc esergy înay
be wasted in vain efforts or bad, destructive actions. Ail serious mcii, wviat-

ever their creed, are convinced that man's powvers nîîtst be hîrotîgbt into bruer
relations svith eacb other, and when bbey are harmoisized thc personal en-
deavour must be for tbc goad of tbc wholc. Politicians, thinkers, moralisîs,
social economiss-all pmofess ta bc îvorking with that eusd in view. The con-
viction bas been forced upan us that ive muîst direct humais cncrgy, nat stop
il ; we must cullivate tbc intellect, niat crush il;ý wc miust accept truths af
science and philosopby withaut minding aur orthadox crceds aver-inuchs; we
must recognize man's care for bbecearth, aisd blis life upoîs it, and give him a
religion that shaîl nat make sucb bremendous deinands uponbis credulity, that
if he confess a belief of il witli bis lips ]bis reasan is ashaied of tbc surrender
-a religion that does nat bcgiîs and ensd wih the svarship of a vague idea,
exercising no influence upon the life-- a thscology wbich can give sîrang life ta
science, and inspiration ta tbc searcli for knowledg-a theology for truc life
and a kingdomn of Iseaven hsere. Vos;- a kingdomn of beaven bere-notsing
less ; the exercise and administration of haws which slîall bring men's -varied

capacities and eniergies into working order; the operation of a force which
shall make things go in the right way-a force which shall enable man
hiinself to be an energy-a controlling, influencing eniergy. That is
what men xvant and must bave, and what we must give thern, if
Christianity is to maintain any hold upon the practical common sense
of an educated world. It is a frenzy of insurrection against our vagueneSS,
our unreality, the uitter impracticability of near]y ail our creeds that bas taken
for its xvatchwvord, "lLet everything go its own way." The aid ideas of God, of
Providence, of the Incarnation, of atonernent, of eternities and absolute good-
ness and endless bell., have been slipping away from men in spite of ail that we
can do. After nineteen centuries of change and new adaptation the truth is

borne in upon us witb overwhclming force, that these things have been wboliy
unable to organize the inteliectual and practical life of man; they have been
gradually but surely growing more distinctly separate from human life, and
men are now, for the miost part, convinced that the theology of the churches
cannat be brought into line with science and industry, and what they under-
stand by warldly life. XVhat does the ordinary individuial make of ail our
teachings ? Is lie distinctly kind and generous to an enemy for love of Christ;
does the precept of Sunday's psalrn, and prayer, and sermon influence bis
dealings on Monday ? Whoever heard of paliticians demanding that right
may be done though parties go to the wall? When Mr. Gladstone, awhile ago,
appealed ta the moral laws of the universe against what he deemed ail evil
policy, the biaîf of Europe broke out in laughter. No one can tell, and few
care to predict, wbat the end of ail this is to be. Now and then soel
Cassandra cornes forth to tell us of rocks ahead, but the prophet of evil, at

any rate, bas no honour in bis own country and amaong his own kmn Poiitics
are bad and getting worse*-but, what will you ? let things go. Commerce is
immoral-but, let it atone. T'ie popular mmnd bas broken with theology-but,
let things go. 1Ko ep on In the old bumdruin way ; you can't alter matters by
fretting over themn. An ive are to biarne for that, you and 1, the church.
Tbe Protestants have had tlieir syliabuis and cxpurgatorium just as surely as

tho Vatican ; we hiave basely ]îindercd the free uprising of tbought; we have
tried ta seal up the great fuin tains of knowledge; we have divorced religion
froro actual life, and made it a thing of inelastic beliefs and elastic emotions;
wie have banished heaven and biell away into the far-off future; we have filied
them with flimsiest unirealities anld înost grotesque absurdities, and what won-

der that the people say toa us now: We don't svish to hlave a controversy with
you w'e have no tesire ta quarrel with you, or to insuilt you; you represent an

anc îent institutiaon andI iiuost venerable traditions ; 'vo are quite wiliing to sign

a contract of non-intervention îvith you ; keep to your tracts and your churches
and we will quietiy let things take their chance. But let me asic in the rinte
of Cod and bumnssity if wc are gaing ta rcst satisfied îvith this gospel of
laisse, faire ? Is tisere inspiration for a truc life in that standing-off in puzzied,
dazed impotence ? Is life to glide on undirected, and ail work to bc aimless ?
No-that slccp of indifférence cari only end iii awaking ta despair, deep and
dark. Caus it ho that sve l)oor mortals have no gospel of power unto salvation?
1 beliove not. XVo have a gospel of life ; of salvabion ; a gospel for plain,

practical hife upon tbc carîh ; precepts for great practice, and laws of right
living. ________________

INFANT MORTALITY---PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY.

TFie mortality of chidreîs under anc year during the presenit hot seasan in

Montreal lias been vcry greal, and even greater stili in the City of New York,

I cannot believe that real indifference exisîs in the minds of philanthropie peo-

ple in Canada in regard to this public cvii, which, on a first view, would seem
to formi a great deduction from tihe mecrits of our Canadian climate ; indecd,
we are aware tisat the question bias provaked a good deal of discussion at one
lime and another, and our hale valuied and public spirited citizen, Dr. Carpenter,
gave mucli of bis lune and efforts ta bue endeavour to elucidate il, but Our
Social Reformers now sceisi to feel somewhat beaben in their endeavours. it
is a pity the vital statisties of tbe Dominion, and especially of Montreai,
are not more complote, so that the actual dimensions and localities of the
mischief rnight be poiisted out. l-aving but few figures that are of much
service, we may at any rate fali back upon the general facts or wbat
are commonly so regarded. And one is, that there is no very special
morbality of the kind in Qtîebec City; another, that we do not find il
in ordinarily beallby districts of Quebec Province,-tbe Eastern Townships
for example. We have no means for aà correct comparisan of the status of ail

tise cihies of the Dominion in this respect, as wc ouglit to have. It does Ceem
tbat Montreal and New York bave ais unfortunate preëminence in this matter.

lIs New Vork the lisat is sumnmer is more, intense than in Canada, and of late

tbe dcatbs of yoting children hlave amountcd to about fifby a day in that city.
Thiere are remarkable electrical consditions in bot weather in 4ontreal, arising

doubtless from tbc rocky elevation of the mountain in the midst of a great
plain. Tise mounitain also keeps off tise northerly breezes which migbî rcfresh
thc city. To what extent wc ought especially ta attribute'iihese deaths to the


