
THE ROMANCE OF LAW.

THE ROMANCE 0F LAW.

the Swlnfen Case.

S OME thirty years ago there dwelt in Staffordshire anold country gentleman named Sam Swinfen, the pos-
Se8sor of an estate valued at between 6o,ooo/. and 70,000.
FIe had inheritcd his property somewhat unexpectedly,
an for many years he and bis wife passed a secluded life in
4w0 rooms of tle old mansion ; on lier death in 1848, how-
ev'er lie invited bis only son, H. I. Swinfen, to take up bis
abode with him. This the younger man did, bringing with
hin bis wife, witli vlomn lie had contracted a romantie
niarriage against bis fatlier's approval. The old sore was
heaIled, and a complete reconciliation took place. The
'SOI' set about improving the estate witli marked success,
andi ail went well tili tlie latter's suciden deatli in 1854.
Trhe fatlier was now eiglity years of age, and in a state of
Physical, and as it wvas tlien thouglit, mental paralysis. In
fact, friends of the family, writing in the widow's behlf, in

anwrto letters of condolence, stated that 'old Mr. Swin-
fen Was happily spared thie shock, lieing incapable of uinder-
Standing the loss lie had sustained.'

The old gentleman, in fact, wvas not insane. He knew
that in default of a wvill the estate would pass to the heir-at.
l<aw' andi representative of his predecessor, Captain Swinfen,
of the 6tli Dragoon Guards, and after due consideration lie

instructions for and executed a will, whereby lie
disdthe wliole property to the widow. The will was

Itn<ae on July 7, 1854, and on the 26tli of the sinme montli
the testator 6ied.

Thereuipon Captain Swvnfc-n cast about for means of up-
fCting the testanient, ani invoked to lus aid tle old f-ii,*itr

'rend of iiiwyer.;- mental incapacity.' He filed a bill in
CIaý21v andl by censqent an iF-sle devisavit vel non xvas

dom'n for trial, and came on for liearin- before Cress-
~l~J., and a special jury at StaFford Assizes on Saturday;


