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THE ARCHITECT AND THE GARDEN. *

The intimate relationship between the house and the
garden, and consequently between the house designer
or architect and the garden, is almost entirely overlooked
by or unknown to the general public. This ignorance
may, perhaps, be due to the architect himself, who has
in the past failed to make use of opportunities when
called in to design a new home or to alter an old one.
Architects, as a body, have failed to study garden craft
and design, or to realize how great is the connection
between house and garden from both the practical and
@sthetic point of view. But interest is being aroused,
both amongst the public and the profession, in this, to
Me, most fascinating branch of our art, and it behoves
us to be fully prepared with reasons why the architect’s
jurisdiction should extend to the garden, and to see that
our knowledge is founded upon sound principles.

I do not propose to go much into the question of the
right or wrong in garden design. | would rather darz
to paraphrase Kipling and say, ‘“There are nine and sixty
ways of constructing” garden lays, and every single one
of thern is “‘right”—so long as we keep before us the
spirit of the old English garden, and understand the
principles which underlay its formation and develop-
ment. Perhaps, at the outset, I had better say what |

personally conceive those underlying principles to be.

First of all, then, seclusion. For if this was not the

great aim of the old gardeners, it is an end which has

certainly been attained. The brick wall with its green

crusted coping, the close-clipped hedge, defying the pry-
ing eyes of the curious, high trellis-work with its entwin-
ing creepers, all point to this end, and while serving the
useful purpose of giving shelter to fruit and flower, wrap
the whole garden with a tranquil air
curity, and mystery.
Seventeenth century,
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This was well understood in the
and is, Ithink, clearly the reason
why Georgian houses were so often placed close to the
road in order to give more space and seclusion to the
gardens lying behind them.

After seclusion comes usefulness.
made merely for pleasure, but to prov
necessities and delicacies
Fruit growing was a fine art. The bakehouse, brew-
house, game larder, fishpond, dovecot, herb garden,
walled fruit garden, orchard, quincuna,
were necessities, and not merel
fancy. Then there is, I think, no doubt that the fish-
pond or tank owed its origin in medimvyal Catholic
England to the demand for fish. The old-fashioned
herb garden too must not be forgotten. The culture
and curving of “‘simples” was formerly par, of 4 lady’s
education, and gardens were ofttimes renowned for this
fanture glove. . There was alse the pecessity for good,
dry paths and terraces, for it was in the garden that
exercise was largely taken, roads being few and bag,
The garden was therefore an integral part of the home—
tndeed, an absolyte necessity —for, if the househ o
not self~supporting, it could barely exist. Thyg garden
and house 8reW up and were designed together,
each was the Complement of the other.
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