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the drY state, lias a perceptible yielcl on tension, andi every musi-
clan lcnows the care req uisite ta protect bis strings agaînst
nioisture. Frequent allusion is miacle lu the classies ta the c-:.re
demanded of the bownîani in this respect, whien it was cilstuniary
ta string the Nveapon wvith animal proclucts.

The above conldition is rca(lilyj apparent if a piece of cat-gut
is miacerateci until it can be easily unfolded. Moreover, its divi-
sion is rarely uniforni, andi, when sand-papered, the renoval of
the irregular projections causes oftentimes large abrasions or
renits. iu o atter. low, piepareci for surgical uise ultimiately the
resuit obtained will clepenci, in coflsi(lerablc measuire, upon the
integ-rity of its structure, silice the con-ponent celis are, little by
littie, separated bv tie penetration of the new proliferating celis.
In the first stage of preparation, the long niaceration of the
mnaterial, remiainin- for a considerable tinie a putrefying mass,
necessarily clamiages it, not only by softeninig the acihesion of the
fibres, but infecting theni xvith bîacteria, and il] the use of cat-gt
for ail surgical purposes it: is important, as thc first step in pre-
parai-ion, ta destroy any g-ern-î infection that may remain. Af ter
this bias been effected. niý niathod which I have trieci gives
a result equal ta that forniulated by Sir joseph Lister

6Dissolve anc part of chromic acici in 4,000 parts of clistilled
water. and ad(l to the solution 200 parts of pure carbolic acici
or absolute plienol. In other w~ords, 1 use a I ta 20 wa vsol-
tion of carbolic acid, only that the carbolic acici is dissolveci, not
in pure wvater, but i11 an CXe(l1lVdlute solution of chromnic
acicl. But, minute as is the quanititv of the chroniic acici it eXerts,
wben in- conjuniction with carbohic acid. a niost powerful effect
ulpon the gut. The first effect of the addition of the carbolic acid
ta the chroniic solution is ta chang»e its p)aie vellow' color ta a
ri ch goldlen tint; but, if tlie liquid is alloweci to stand without
introduction of the cat-gut, it changes in the course of a f ew
hours ta a dingy i-cddish brown. and a considerable amouint of
grey precipitate is forrned. if, however. cat-gut about equal to
the carbolic acicl is addecl, as soon a-, thc ingrredients arc mixeci
the liquid retains its brighitiess, and the only change observed is
a gracital dlinminution in the dl'pthi of the yellow colar; the pre-
cipitate, which I presumie stili occurs, taking' place in the sub-
stance of th-e cat-gut. As soon, therefore. as the preparing liquid
lias been macle, cat-gut equal ln %veight ta the phienol is intro-
duced inta, it. If youi have too large a proportion of cat-gut, it
wvill not l)e sufficiently prepared: if you have ton sniall a qui--ntitv,
it nîay run the riskz of beiing over-prepared. At the end of forty-


