 THE TRUE WITNESS

. tures, which as our cotemporary well knows, were
uinde up of the-most obscene personalities, against
~Tuns, Uriests and Sisters of Chavity,and couched in

" the most violent, insulting and inflammatory language:

—not-only atrended as onc of the awlience, as di.(l
the Hon. M. Cameron, but also took-a most prowmi-
nent and active part therein; appearing on the plat-
form, and introducing Gavazzi—a person with whom
o geatlenvin, whether Catholic or Pratestant, \.vould
ever have any connection,—to the favorable notice of
tie andience.  Our cotemporary’s censures are very
partially distributed.

PROTESTANTISM AND CIIOLERA.
"The Dundee Advertiser,a Scoteh Protestant paper,
coptains some severe strictures on the consduct of the
Presbyterian ministers, during !he .Ime attack of
cholera; auwd coutrasts their pusillanimous abandon-
meut of the post of duty with the unflinching courage
the Romash priests; who day and night were to be
fouud by the bedside of the sick ant! dying. consoling
" them, praying with themn, and exhorting them in their
Jast momenis to took to Jesus and His Cross, and be
saved. Andwhilst the abused, reviled Romisls priests,
without hope of earllly fee or reward, were thus eu-
gaged, we read that—* alf our Scotch clergy have
absteined from visiting the poor cholera puticntsin
the hospital”  And again, another Protestant writer
alds—- the most ardent anti-papists were the least
ﬁ-('qzmzt wigitors’—sa that at lllp last day, many of
the poor creatures, when at th_e trlb.unal pf the Sover-
eign Julge, may truly complain of l‘hgu' Proiesl:m}
pastors—¢ We were sichk and ye visited us not.”
"The only exceplions to this cowardly dereliclion of
duty on the part of Prolestant ministeys were fo be
jouml amongst some of the clerpy of the Seotch
Episcopalizn L-lm'rczh—-men \v.hn are generally sus-
pected of Romamsmg.tendunclus, and who, as such,
come in for a share of the abuse 5o lavishly poured
forth from Dresbyterian pulpits, against the servauts
of the * Man of Sin.”?

On Monday, the 23rd ult., there was an inferest-
ing debate in the Senate at Waslingfon, upon the
subject of the late Protestant outrages upen II. E.
Mgr. Bedini, Tu moving for a copy of any carces-
pondence with the Dapal Government, touching the
wission to the United States, Mr. Cass alluded 1o
these brutal attacks :—

« This gentleman—Mar. Bedini—if a private eiti-
2, was entitled to the protection of 1he faw; and if
he cam.e here in a diplomatic character, then the na-
tional chutreter was concerned in protecting him.—
He (General Cass) had made some enquiries as lo
Mar. Bedini, and had reeeived assurances that his
publie and private charaeter stood high among all who
knew him. [t was stated asa canse {or these ont-
rages that His Excellency was concerned in the pro-
ceadings at Bologna, when Bassi was excented.  He
hud investicated the maller, and was satisfied thal Mgr,
Bedint hod no more o do with thet matier than he (M.
Cass) fad frimself.  The Auvstrians had taken posses-
sion of Bologna, and set op mititary law, overthrowing
all other authority ; under this anthority, Bassi was
exeevled ; and in this execution, Mgr. Redini took no
part.”?

-The ITon. Senator proceeded lo condemn the late
outrages as enminently disgraceful to the country,and
injurious to its institulions; several other Senators
followed in the same strain, and the motion was tinally
agreed to.

Tt may not he out of place, herefto mention one or
two facts which satisfactorily dispose of the Protest-
ant lie—originated by Gavazzi, circulated by a lot
of unprincipled scoundrels, and believed by a set of
consummate [ools, on this Continent—that Mgr, Be-
dini assisted at the degradation of the murderer Bassi,
and i so doing actually tore the skin oft his body.—
Tn answer to this monstrous absurdity, it is suflicient
toreply—Ist—"That Bassi was not degraded from ihe
priesthood hefore exceution; be was faken in arms,
and ordered to itnmediate execntion by the military
fribunal, as a rebel, and brigand, without any refer-
ence to lis sacerdotal character ; 2nd —Tlad he been
degraded, Mgr. Bedini could not have been the ofii-
cialing Prelate; because the ceremony of degrada-
tiou, as the angust ceremony of Ordination, can only
be performed by a Bishop 3 naw, by velevence to the
ftoman Calendar, it appears that Mgr. Bedini was
mt a Bishop until three years after the death of
Bisssi,

His Txceilency has been spending a few days at
Washington, where he has "been honarably and hos-
jitably entertained by the Presideat.

We would beg of the IMontrenl TVitness to ve-
mark that the letter of our correspondent Cetaraqeed,
had no reference whatever to any of the Montreal
meetings 3 and that it was published dgfore the meet-
g, to which our cotemporary mendaciously refers it,
oceurred.  Perhaps our cotemporary feels a little
sore at the allusions to the infamous characters of
the leading members of the Canadian Lrangelical
Societies. That they are rogues, and swindlers,
men who have made their money by robhing and
cheating the poor, is a notorious fact, which we defly
our cotemporary to contradict, whilst a single copy
of the Legislative Report upon the failure of the
:'\‘lontreal Provident and Savings Bank remains in ex-
Istence. | :

From the lately published Religious Statistics of

anada, we gather some useful information. Tihe
Population of both sections of the Provinee is di-
vided as follows :— '

Catholics. Non-Catholies.
914,561 -$20,949

OF the Non-Catholic sects, the Auglican is the most
unerous, comprising 688,592 members; the Presby-
terian and Methodist sects, renk next; and last of
ill come the Mormaons, who are, as yet, the least nu-
Merous of all the Protestant denominations.

We would beg of our friends to bear in mind that,
as a religious journal, the ‘U'rur \WrrsEess can take
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- A little study, a more extensive acquaintance with the
tauthiors, whom you quote. would have tavght you that

no part whatever in the approacking Municipal elee- ' the diserepaneins of the Fatliers on the subject of

tions.  Wae shaulil be sarry to see these elections in-
fluenced by political, ar relizious predilections, or an-
tipathies 3 we do not think that the interests of the
Church demand that religion should be mixed up with
the question al all 5 and we must therefore positively
declive complying with a request of a [riend, who
writes to us from St. Lovis Ward—not hecause v
are in the least opposed to him, but hecause we think
it best becomes the position of a‘Catholic Jonrnalist
to remain perfectly neutral in the approaching con-
test.

“ A Protestants Aveean to thHe Dovay Binne.”?
“ There is a Porzatory, and the souls therein de-

tained may be assisted by the prayers of the faithinl; “believed ta bo trne; and if we appeal ta the early

and above all, by the most aceeptable sacrilive of Uie
altar.”®—Conc. Trid. Szss. xxv.

Thiis is the doetrine of the Catholic Church, and
constitutes the whole of her dogmatic tenching iv-
specting Purgatory, and the state of the souls therein
conlined.

The prevalent opinion, which it would be presusp-
tuous to coniradict, but which is not absalutely of
faith, strongly supporied (hougl it be by many poas-
sages in Scripture, and their interpretation hy the
Fathers of the Western Churel, is, that the punish-
ishment of Durgatory is by fire.  The Greeks, though
admitting a Purgatory, differed on this point from the
Lating 5 bur as this dilference no wise ailected the
doctring of the Clhureh— that there is o Purgatory®
—we need not insist apon i, \We need O;xf}' add
that all theologinng teach, that, in Pargatory, sonls
can neither mierit nov demerit—and are certaln of
their final salvution.

Having stited the Catliclic doetrine, we must beg
leave to repuwhinte the doginas which My, Jenkins at-
tributes to ns. \Whether proceeding from his iznor-
anee or malice. we know notj all we need say is—-
thiet these opinisns ave not Leld by the Rowan Ca-
tholic Churth; and thongh amongst Methadists they
mway serve Lo leep wlive a Lorror of Ramanism,
amongst Catholics they can only provoke a smile of
derision at the {olly of their naceatar.

Tt is for instance fulse that Catholies believe * that
in alf cases in which piiestly alsolution is secuwred
immediately hiefory death, there is an entire defiver-
ance from the guilt and proishient of norfal sin ;7
or, “that every ane who dies, receiving the riles
the Chnren, is positively delivered lroin bell?—p.
For the Chwreh teaehes that ecertain interior dispo-
sitions, such as contrition, or sincere sorrow for, und
hatred of sin, ore indispensably requisite 5 and that
withont these, the ¢ priestly absolution,” and the
“rites of the Chureh™ cannot prefit the sinner, but
must vather fend Lo his greater dammation, as a sa-
crifegious reception of Chiist’s haly Sacraments,
The writer who kuowing the docteines of the Church
represents them as Mr. Jenkins does, must be a ma-
licious liar 3 and if not knowing them, an impudent
blockbead, {for presuming (o speak on tdpies of which
he is profoundly ignorant.

Catholics do not bLelieve that the ¢ purgatorial
puniziuneat ix shovtencd in propartion to the sutmber
of Masses said or offered,”—yp. 3542 but, according
as the werits of the Masses oflered, ave applied 10
the souls for whomn they are offered ; an:d this agsin
depends upon the inward dispositions of the defupct
at the time of his decease. It is also false that

# these Dasses must be purchased by all elasses, so !

that it is much sasier for the rich to escape from
purgatorial punishizent than the poor.’—p. 354.—
Masses are not purchased, for that wanld be simony,
which is steietly probibited tn the Catholic Cluveh
amd every Mass which is offered up, is offered up for
the repose of all the faithful departed, whether rich
or poor.  No hour of the day elapses in which the
Lternal Sacrifice is z20f being offered in some part of
the world ; and @/ways and ceeryachere, for all the
souls in Purgatory, without money,and without price.
Taving disposed of the false statemaonts of our oppo-
nent, we will proceed with our subjeet.

Qur thesis is—not that there is a Purgatory, and
that the souls of the departed thevein confined may
be assisted by the prayers of the living—but that,
before the epoch at which it may be said that the er-
rors of the Church of Rome commenced, the belief
in a Pargatory, and in the efficacy of the prayers of
the living for the departed, obtained throughout the
Christian world, both in the LBast and in the West—

and that the objections wrged by aur opponent against |

this ancient faith and practice, founded upon certain
passages {rom. the writing of the Ifathers, and upen
one or two texts from the Tloly Scriptures, are not
conclusive, because they are susceptible of an inter-
pretatign compatible wiil the doetring which he con-
demns.

«] know our Roman Catholic friends will say that
they can produce passages from the Fathers’ cor-
roborative of the trmh of their doctrines ; now suppos-
ing we were o graut this; how would the concession
serve the interests of Roman Catholicism ? It would
at once eonviet the Fathers of the Church of inconsis-
teney with each other, and themselves, aud therelore
of being unworithy winesses in support of Roman Ca-
thohie pretensions.  We are not catefnl whether the
defenders of the Church of Rome seleet this, or the
other horn of the dilemma.””—p. p. 398, 399.

By no means Mr.-Jeukins ; rather would it con-
vict you, and your friends, of a very superficial ac-
quaintance with the writings of the great men whom
you presume to criticise, and to tax with inconsistency.
The discrepancies of which you speak, are so only
in appearance; and because of the garbled mauner i
which yor iay thew hefore your readers. "Freat the
ponmen of Holy Writ as you treat the Fathers of
the Chureh, and a St. Pau! and a St. James would
appear (ully as inconsistent with themselves,and with

onc another, asa St, Chrysestom and a St. Augustine. !

.

s

- Purgatory,are as easily reconcileable, as the apparent
diserepancies betwixt the Apostles abave mentioned,
i Mre. Jenkins convicls—not the Fathers of being
funworthy witnesses in support of Roman Catholic
-pretensions —but himself, cither of gross ignorance,
“or had [aitle.
[ In citing the TFathers,in controversy with Non-
- Cathelics, as witnesses in support of Catholic pre-
{tensions, it is as well to remark that we cite them
‘merely as witnesses to facts, and not to the {ruth of
Udomma,  Beeouse St. Augustine asserts this doctrine,
{or St. Clirysostom asother, we do not conclude that

the doctrine is true 3 but only that it was, by then,
Pand by those to whom they addressed themselves,

Liturgies of the Church to show that fn the earliest
cazes of Cheistlasity the lving prayed for (e dead,
.we do not thence conclude to the propricty of the
cpractice, bud only to the fact of its existence ; and

1o the prevalence of the Delief that the dead, for
swham the living prayed, might be henefited by the
fprayers of thieir brethien in the flesh.

i
!

gramme of his venerated predecessor,” we may fair-
ly predict for the MrTROPOLITAN 2 leading position
among the periodical literature of the.United States.

FIRE AT QUEBLEC.
Qurnec, 1st Eebroary, 1854,

This morning at hall-past 3 ¢’clock, a dense smoke
was seen Lo isste from the npper part of the left or new
wing of the Parliament Buildings, lacing dMountain-
streel.  The smoke issving most deusely from the
three zable windo vs over the Prescolt Gate Guard
Room. The alarm of fire was soon given, aud the
mmost exertions used to arrest the progress of the
flames which had broken owt sceminaty in full fury
in the aitics extending downwarls in the direction of
the finnaces in the south easteru vaults, by which the
whole building was heated, ane the lighting of which
ordlinarily ocenired at one in the monting, so that by
oflice honrs the honse mieht be agrecably warmed.—
these who lived Tn this end of the boibling, the Mes-
senger of the Legislative conneil, Mr, Keating and
his tather-in-law, Mr, Nimee, Criev of the Court of

.,

I Queen’s Bench, boih exceedingly watehinl persons,

who with diflienlty saved pant of their effeets. The
Library containing new books which had cost npwanls
of £6000 was as rapidly as possibl= cleared of 1 great
part of it= coutents, thiongh the great exeitions and

This distinetion is of some importance 5 for, unable ! arivity of the Rev. Mr. Adamsos, Dr. Winder, and

fo deny the antiguity of the custom of praying for

the dead, and yet desirous 1o evade the inevitable
Jogieal ronsequence—that this custom implied « be-
iel in Purgatory—some Protestants contend that

the custoin 15 a harmless one, aud misght be retained
. now, provided only we firmly believed that our prayers
; were an idle mockery of Goil, to "Whom we prayed,
;and utterly useless for the refief of the departed for
iwhom we prayed.  St. Chrysostom well meets this
{ objeetions for, in the 41st Homily, on the 1st Cor.
| c. xv.v. 35. 36., when (reating of the consolation
{ which the sonls of the departed receive from the
iprayers of the living, especialiy from the nly Saeui-
rhice, when the priest standing before the altar, makes
{ commemoraiion of the faith{ul departed—Uie remarks,
f1hat these things are not mere idle shows; ¢ hut are
tdane by appoinhent of the Bt Trom the faet
lllmn that the carly Christians prayed for the reposc
o' the dead, we conclude that it was the belief of
jthe #0up Rerox” that the souls of the faithful
“departed might be benefited by such prayers, and
Ctherefore that there was a Durgatory.  Tadeed the
JJactis so patent that the Protestant bistorian Geise-
ler admits that i the JT Century—it was the nuiver-

| o

I beliel « that the dead prayed for the living, as the

f . = + gy . .
Loy liviag for the diad P—1ecl. Iist., T. Per. ¢ iv,

We will give some exiracts from these ancient
liturgies next week, showing how clearly the Lo is/h
doetrine of Purgatory is therein set forth.

#Prrvaratoronn. Des Iisrrirs BT DR LRURS
Maviresrarions Fromiquus,.— P B, Ewdes
de Blirville.

A ftreatise on Tnewmalology ; under which head
the writer classes the various phenomena hitherto at-
tributed, to Mesmerie influences, magnetic Hnids, and
nervous sympathies 5 whether manifested in the con-
tortions of the Sybil, the ravings of the pythoness, the
clatrvoyance of the sompambulist, or the Spivitual
Rappings of the *‘i'able Turners.”  All these phe-
nomena, the writer altributes to one inlluence ; and
with keen logic, and an enormous array of facts, he
estublishes the identity of modern divdlcric, medieval
soreery, and ancient heathenism. A more conclusive,
and, at the sane time, a more intevesting work, in
vindieation of the Church of the Middie A ges—and
not of the Middle Ages anly, but of the first cenfuries
of Christianity as well—we liave never met with.—
We trust that it may soon find a travslator, and be
fhus rendered accessible to the Linglish reader; to
whom, at the present day, when the tendeney to Devil-
worship is again so strongly manifesting itsell, such a
sulutary caution against its dangers cannot fail to be
extremely useful.

At Rome, where the Table Turning, and Spirit
Tapping, mania hus excited much alarm, this work
of M. de Miriville against these abominations, has
been highly approved. The R. P, Ventura, formerly
General of the Theatines, Examiner of Bishaps and
the Iloman Clergy-—one of the ablest theologians of
the Catholic Cliurch—has addressed a letter to the
author, thanking him for his book, and highly approv-
mg of his work as a préservative against the dangers
of lhis *spiritual epidemic,” with whicl, as with a
scourge, the world is apparently threatened; *“and
the sudden and universal spread of which, constitutes
one of the greatest events of our age, in spite of its
i puerile aeceompaniments.”

This approval by the R. P. Ventura, of a book
which contains the mast forcible denunciations of, and
the most powerful arguments against, this © Spiritual
Epidemic,” is, by our truth-loving cotemporary the
DMontreal Witness, represented as an approval of
the very practices whicl: the book condemns j and be-
cause the Rev. Falher expresses his gratification at
seeing a layman devoting his abilities to cheek, by
esposing the dangers of, these pernicious practices,
the DMontreal TWitness gravely informs his readers
tiat the R. P. Ventura, “liles to see the people en-
gaged in experimenting on these spiritual manifesta-
tions.” But we need not wonder ; this is, and ever
has been, the way in which Protestantism carries on
its controversy with Popery; still approving itself to
be the legitimate son ol him who is styled the Fa-

ther of Lies,”

Tue MerrororiTaN for TFebroary comes out
with a handsome improvement in the fly sheet.

The new editor af this excellent periodical com-
mences the first volume witl ‘an Tntroductory, which
every Catholic will read with intense satisfaction.—
From the well known ability of Mr. IMuntington,
and his pledge of * faithful adherence to the pro-

Mr. Todd, the Librarians,  But we regret 1o learo
that mauy valeable mannseripts, ineladimes aeatadegue,
which had been three years in preparation, amd the
Jouruals and Sessional Papers of the ITmperial Parlia-
ment, [eomplete.] whicl, after the destroction of the
Libiary by fire in Montreal, had heen eolleeted from
the Libraries of noblemen in England, by Mr. Speak-
er Lefevre,, of the House of Commons, with great
difiienlty, on aceount of the Commons House exia
copies having beeit destroyed when the Westminster
Parlinment boildings fell a prey to the vavage ol five,
are lost. The left wing was one blize of thame at five
in the wmoeming, and the fire having broken oul in the
aties, the (hunes scemeld to have tun along and taken
possession of the interior of the cupoin, the omside of
which was as it wore breatiing smoke of varions fints,
the deep red indieating !hunes within, - Every exer-
tion wax now being made to save e newly classifiod
speetmens of oraihiotoey, mineridogy, and meolozy,
the newly arranzed News Room ol the Literary and
Mistorical Seciely, aud to preserve the very valuable
Library. and still more vainable wanuseripts.  The
Soeiely®s Musenm and Livruy being situated direetly
vuder the burming Cuapola, many spechnens mnl the
areat bulk of the Books were prebably saved, but any
one who knows the diflienlly of savine from five Mi-
neridogieal, Zoolegieal or Ornithalozieal specimens
will have wn idea of the loss which 1iie Society has
sustained.

About 6 in the morning, while some persons were
endeavoing to elear ort the Mnoseum, the rool of the
room fell in, causing the people to retreat hastily.
Fortunately ne one was fnjured.  The room was
speedily ane cheet af (fame and the {lames shontly af-
ter burst through the Cupola.  The centre part of the
buildine was now every where in flames and the altic
of the old wine of the hutlding was on fire. A dense
Liack smoke was issaing from the oval zable window
next the Bishop’s Palace and from every ventiliter;
and fire showed itself oceasionally at ene of the lower
windows, aml by half-past 7 o’clock the upper part of
the old wing was in the wrasp of the devonring cle-
ment. The Fire engines, apparently, pot being of
the slinhtest service, in even cheeking the ennflagra-
tion. The offices however having been previensly
outted of their contents, and considerable guantities of
furnitare tossed ont of the windews, and smashed on
the around below. Now (hetween 1T and 12 o’cloek)
the flamnes are ragina in the left wing, The less is
estimated at £150,000, and insurauce to the amonnt
of £30,090 had been efiected in several oflices—the
Quebec Assurance Office sufferiny in the sum of £6000.
— Montreal Herald.

Last night, ar the City Couneil, it was resolved on
motion of Mr. Whitney, that this Conneil has learned
with the deepest coneern, the disastrons misfortune to
the Provinee, by the destrnction by fire, of the Py -
ltament bnildings at Quebee: and hereby offers to
meet the requirements of the Government in any way
in its power, and, particulanly, by placing at ity dis-
posal the City Concert Hall, and, if needful, the other
portions of the buildings oceupied by the Corpoation ;
and that the Mayor be and hereby is instroeted to for-
ward this resolation to the Government without delay.
— Herald.

—————

Mysrerious Disappreanance, —A man nnmed Feneh,
a witness in a case of arson aboul to be tried wt To-
ronto, has been suddenly missiner,

Mr. Romain, indicted for perjury for the evidence
he gave iu the £10,000 jub, has been acquitted at To-
ronio.

REMITTANCES RECEIVED.

St. Mary, R. A. Furtier, 10s; Longueuil, Rev. Mr.
Quinn, 6s 3d ; Williamstown, A, M<Donaid, 65 3. ;
St. Raphael, J. A. Kennedy, Gs 3d; St. Aimi, Rev.
Mr. Lecows, £1; Quebec, Rev. J. N. Campbell,
£L1 b ; Cornwall, A. Chishalin, 65 3d; Sherbrooke,
Rev. B. M¢Ganran, 15s; Prescott, B, White, 55 ; Nor-
ton Creek, J. MGill, 12s 6d; Morrisburg, A. M¢-
Douneil, Tsq., 1555 St. Syivester, P. Seallan, 6s 34 ;
Freiburg, J. Moriarty, 5s ; Huntingdou, . Donohee,
125 6d; St. Martine, M. A, Primean, 12s 6d; Ad-
jala, J. Colgan, £1 5s; Batiscau, J. N. Gouin,
Esq., £1 553 Picton, Rev. M. Lalor, £1 553 Gren-
ville, Rev. M. Byrne, £1 553 Hearyville, J. Malavan,
12s 6 ; Clarenceville, W. Launghran, 65 3d; Wea
Port, J. Wade. 10s; L’Acadie, P. Devine, 65 3¢; N,
Lancaster, Captain D, MtRae, 125 6d; Beauhamois,
J. M<Cully, 12s 6d. .

PerJ. Doran, Perth—Denis O'Connor, 7x; Martin
Doyle, 6s 3d; T. MtGuire, 6s 3d; H. Mastetson,
6s 3d. .

Per M. Euright, Quebee—Rev. M Parant, 15;
Pev. Mr. Bernard, £1 10s; James Bulger, 1555 W.
Downes, Isq., 1555 T. Kelly, Esq., 1583 J. Leonard,
7s 6d; J. MNulty, 7s 6d; P. Redmond, 7s 6d; J.
Ryan, 7s 6d; J. Connors, 3s 93 J. M‘Quillians, 8s
9d; Rev. Mr. Destroismaisons, 12s 6d; J. Keegan,
Frampton, Gs 3d. ’

Died,
On the 30th ult, at his son’s residence, Point Levy, Mr.
Tohn Devlin, o native of the Parish of Tampleinvre, County
Donegal, Ireland, aged 87 years,—May bis soul rvat (n peaco.



