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NORICENE.
, THE FAIR HAIRED GIRL OF THE ALPS.
By J. N. AP Jillon.

Ofsackcloth was thy wedding sarment made ;
“Thy bridal frult Is sshes ; in the tomb
'l‘ho fuir haired daughter of the Alps is lnid.—Byron.

Who that reads of the Alps, but islostin wonder at the
grandeur and wwiulness, the terrors and sublimity, which
necessurily involve with every description of those stupend-
ons monuments of the skill and power, of the mighty
architect ? Well might the French philosopher, at the foot
of St. Foy, exclaim, while ks eye was rolling in astonish-
ment over the immMense piles that surrounded him—¢ Surely
u better philosophy could vlone rescue us from the per-
suasion that they are the pillars on which the heavens are
propped. When one observes the immensity of their
bases, and the abruptneas with which they terminate, we
can but imngine thut their heuds soar far beyond thie clouds
in which we lose them.”’

Travellers have endeavored almost in vain to designate
the most beautiful and interesting portions of Alpine
sceacty : like the students of aatronomy, who

“ TroJ from star to siar
Up to the firm base of the eternal Triad,?

each new, adventure bas arrested their senses with newer
and more absorbing interest, until they have abandoned
the idea of particulurizing the excellencies of any localities
of a territory presenting as awhole, sucha vastness and
continuity of wild and wonderful scenery.

The Pass of Guil is one of the most difficelt and danger-
ous of all the narrow footways that wind about these lofty
barriers, that lift up their proud summits as if to dare the
enterprize and intrepidity of man. Even the terrible St.
Bernard, that arrcsted for a moment the daring spirit of
Napoleon, does not produce upon the feeling of the tra-
veller more awful and subduing sensations, than does the
frightful scenery cf this rock-hewn labyrinth. Nature,
the prinee of aristocrats, secms to have thrown the whole
long continent of the Alps together for purposes of her
own, und fixed upon their griite heads, chambers for
her sole retiremient ; but man, ber initiated to her secret
dwelling piaces ; he has hewn himself n home aniong her
tountain rocks, where he has bid defiance to her pro-
foundest terrors. Tha frowning Guil has been witness of
his daring, and has smoothened at his magic touch. ‘

The rugged ravine which forms a passage for the Guil,
ia one of the Istest places upon earth to hunt a human
being, and yet human beings hay, upon the fearful
B lLeighta that shelve above the stre® gazed in rapture

“on the wild aud varied grandeurs that g on every side :

‘;‘;Too wild for pen or pencil to poriray,’’

No one can-possibly form an estimate, from deseription,
of the awful sensations experienced in beholding from this
single pathway, for miles on every side,

“ Whero Alps on Alps arlsc.”

A chasm is before you, deep and bewildering to gaze
upon ; its almost bottomless abyss, over which the very
birds seom fourful.of flying, and into which you are mo-
menmrdy in'dread of falling, so muchso, that the per-
pendxcular and fistulated rock at your-zide, is. grasped
with a ﬁrmm.ss that brings the blood to your ﬁnucr-ends

; : .. “High as the sight can reach,
The terrors mognify," '

d the effect is alone for him who has stood upon a por-
tion of rock smaller than his feet, and supported himself
with his hands. beanng hard apon a trifling recess, and,
B8 while huge pieces of rock were breaking from-ths sunmits
and rolling with irresistibe velocity by his side into the
ehnlm below, hu tremb]mgly waited -—-gui_ed, and wop-
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dered. Few have possessed daring sufficient to gratify
curiosity a second time in so dangerous a situation.

The soldiers of Hannibal wrestled with the icebergs of
the Alps, and Napoleon’s troops defied their slippery
glaciers—these went forth in multitudes that ¢‘darkened
heaven in their flight’’—the spirit of each animated by the
intrepidity of his companions and fired by the enthusiism
of their conquering leaders, and the world has wondered
at their bravery and admired their resolution. Less have
they wondered, and iess have they admired, the intrepidi-
ty and firmness of the ininister of the cross, who, “‘single-
handed and alone,”’with no prospect of subduing earthly
kingdoms or winning earthly fame, has traced his solitary
travel over these immense mountains, with no eye upon
him but the eye of heaven, to witness his devotion to his
hely culling, and his determination to give vp his Janger-
ous mission but with life. With no human companion to
animate and cheer him, and nothing but the consciousness
of duty to warm his bosom, he has climbed ‘the rugged
steeps and slid their dangerous’ descents, to tell his fallen
fellow men of the Redeemer’s death, and warn him of a
future world. Holy ones have perished in their employ-
ment, and others, undismayed, have succeeded them, and
preached, with faithfulness and zeal, the doctrines of the
cross, -

In the eightecenth century, Felix Neff left his happy fire-
side and friends, to encounter the difficulties of a mission
to the inhabitants of the gloom" Alpine regions, and never
did a more devoted servant - équip himself for labor in his
Master’s vineyurd; ywith talents that would haye shore in
the brightest circles. ‘of reﬁ'nemegt he left thé arena of ho-
nor and worldly preferment, and sought amid the wilds of
Arvieux for the neglected children of his God, to whom,
though they were poor and iguorant and despised, he felt
bouud, by the brotherhood of his faith.

Dormilleuse was the spot he loved, and a wilder home
for man, was never hewn from rocks that bear eternal
snows. llere by the flickering firelight he taught the pea-
sant’s child to spell its Makers name, to read and vencrate
his holy luws; herc he made the son and daughter glad i
the knowledge of salvation, and here he made the father’s
heast to leap for joy at the meniion of the Saviour’s love,
and his own threbbed with deep unison of praise when the
power of the Highest gave efliciency to his holy labor.

Neff was an itinerating pastor, his flocks were scattered
among the mountains; and on foot, with no companion but
his staff, he visited them all,and regulurly administered to
their spiritual necessities. At Dormilleuse he spent much
of his time, finding there greater ficld for usefuluess than iv
any other location in his district. The cottage of Pe Visa
a poor but respectable peasant, was his shelter and his cha-
pel; in it, he was supplied with nourishment for his tem-
poral existence, and in it, he administered in return the
bread of everlasting life,

De Visa had cne daughter. an only child; his wife he
had wept over and laid in ber narrow house; the grave was
in the garden, but a short distance from the cottage, sur--
rounded by a beautiful bower, planted and cultivated by
the father and the child; tiiere was the loved retreat of the
bereaved—the place- where .they prayed and wept and
rejoiced togetkor. “Noricene alone was left to be the comis-
forter of Lier beloved parent;she was all his hope on earth,

the staff on Wwhich he Tegned in the midst of his afffiction.”

“To woo and win her from his arma,
Unuumbered sultors came."’

Albert L’Arvon was the choice of the unsophmxcated,sun-
ple-hearted girl; his'piety and regular babits made favora-
ble impressions wpon both father and dauwhteay and their
preference was soon appafent, for the young man shared.

'oﬁener and deeper Tu the heapitalities o1 hg cottage than | ;
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did those who were recelved merely as fmends. AThe mm- 1
ister gave his hearty sanction to the umon of feehng axrd\
warmly reciprocated affection of the two young persons m?
whose happiness he felt so much interested. - -~
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Noricene though she bad pledged herself to marry Al-

bert, resolved never to leave her father; and on one nceas-;
sion, when asked by him if she would - consent to go with ;

him to some more civilized part of the world—-of which, ﬁﬂ &

had'been often told by the missionary—she paused.a mo--.
ment, evidently delighted at the suggestion, butthe re=
membrance of the tie that bound her father to the coj:tage -
came up in her mind, and she broke forth in the following -
impassioned language:—‘No,Albert,the places where those -
more civilized people live, though they afford a thousand
inducements, I can never visit;—I can never leave my fa- ..
ther—I will remain at hisside, and when his hoary. head
shall be placed beside the spot where my mother sleepsm
death, I’ll spring the “hower over both their graves, and
teach the mountain blossom to bloom in tenfold beauty a- -
bove them; there shall be my pilgrim shrine; and there -
with you, my Albert—for I feel that you will stay,\wuh-?

me—ill I often kneel, and the spirit of my parentsshall . -

commune with ours, and tell us of that eternal spring that .

has neither cloud nor storm,where ﬂowers,are forever t'resh,
and fiiends shail be separated no more.*? -~ :
In these individuals, as in many,others among the harti

laboring peasantry, Neff saw the effect 'of his pious éxer-. -

tions, and rejoiced in being the chosen - ins'rument, in the -
Land of heaven, of their " enlightenment. Theu' con@mon
was in every respect bettered by his instruetiok, andas’ m-
ligion was mingled with every lesson; in giving it, he re-..
ceived a portion of his reward, for nothing expands the .
wind and developes its capabilities in a greater degree than .
the knowledge of the all wise Creator of all things, and a

right conception of his works and of his will to fallen man, . -

depending as he does entirely upon his mercy-and good-_
ness; Neff saw new capabilities spring into existence with
every line he taught, and he thanked heaven for the nch
and abundant blessing.

No heart lov religion.
addition to those intrinsic excellencies which awaken kind~
red sympathies, and these personal accoxnphshments, the
resources of which afford ample food for admxratxon, the‘
bosom warmed by religion, has a lncrher ‘and more ex=x.
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alted theme; it loves the object and source of ail loye,. and' :

has a deeper feeling for all who love that object; than'it hus
for the mass of mankind, whose thoughts and feehngs arise-;
no higher than sensual pleasures, azd even for these n has
more affection than has ™. heart unwarmed by the hea-
venly influences of religion, for it has a more exalted view
of man, as well in relation to sqcial intercourse thh lus
fellows, as his duty tewards his God: besxdes, the mﬂuence
of religivn tends to soften and reﬁne the l:a:s st fee}mcss
and ‘enlarge and purify the mmd, it revea.l& capacities f for
affection and enjoyment, that the grosser b.abxts of hﬁ:
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would forever hide. C oy

Albert L’Arvon enjoyed religion. This, in the: 6ﬁmmn s
of both the preacher and parent,wazs an nl’-pewerful recoin=,
mendation audz-had its effect npon the. g.n!e.ess ard unas-
suming Noricepe. She saw the youth ‘who had asked hﬁ

love, berding 1% prajer befure ‘the same Being to whoxr, ‘

in secret, she hid often dethcated the powers of her. sonl
in meek submission, at their cﬁmmmr s feet, she heanﬂum .

humbly:ask for grace to Qtrengthen the mﬁrimnes of hzs .

nature, amd assist him to bear the ills and reverses of ahfe
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of doubt and accident: her ;eelma mtmtwely mmgled Wlth’t‘ r

kis, and she rejoiced that they wer
pathi, with the same Saviour- t¢ &
heavea. / =

vellmg in the sma

. Noricene phghted unc
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